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“Afghanistan: Background and U.S. Policy: In Brief” 

 
                                                                                By:  Pooja 5th Year, BA.LL. B (H)  

                                                                      Amity Law School, Noida &  

                                                                                         Keshvam Punj 4th Year, BBA LL.B (H) 

                                                                                        Manav Rachna University, Faridabad 

 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

“Indeed, even by the norms of Afghanistan's turbulent history, 2021 denoted a significant 

watershed for the country. In 2021, U.S. furthermore, global powers left after almost twenty years 

of tasks in Afghanistan; the universally supported Afghan government and its tactical powers 

imploded; and the Taliban, a Sunni Islamist radical gathering that previously controlled the country 

from 1996 to 2001, retook power. The delayed repercussions of these occasions keep on resonating 

inside Afghanistan, all through its locale, and in the United States as publics and policymakers the 

same wrestle with the truth of the Taliban's restored rule. 

The part of Afghan history that finished in 2021 started in 2001, when the United States, 

considering the psychological oppressor assaults of September 11, 2001, drove a tactical mission 

against Al Qaeda and the Afghan Taliban government that held onto and upheld it. In the resulting 

20 years, the United States experienced more than 22,000 military losses (counting around 2,400 

fatalities) in Afghanistan, generally because of the strong and developing Taliban insurrection, and 

Congress appropriated $144 billion for remaking and security powers there. Simultaneously, a 

chosen Afghan government supplanted the Taliban and, with critical U.S. what is more, global 

help, made restricted enhancements in many proportions of human turn of events, however 

Afghanistan stayed one of the world's least fortunate and most degenerate nations. 

After over a year of negotiations initiated by the Trump Administration in 2018, U.S. officials 

signed a February 2020 agreement with the Taliban in which the United States committed to 

the withdrawal of all international military forces and contractors by May 2021, in return for 

which the Taliban committed to take unspecified action to prevent other groups (including Al 

Qaeda) from using Afghan soil to threaten the United States and its allies. Throughout 2020 
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and 2021, U.S. officials contended that the Taliban were not fulfilling their commitments, 

given increased violence between the Taliban and Afghan government and continuing Taliban 

links with Al Qaeda, even as the Trump Administration drew down U.S. forces, which reached 

a low of 2,500 in January 2021. Afghan officials sought to downplay the impact of the U.S. 

military withdrawal on their own forces’ capabilities, but some official U.S. assessments wrote 

down that the withdrawal could lead to gains by the Taliban, who already controlled or 

contested half of the country by 2020. In 2021, President Joseph Biden reported that the United 

States would pull out its soldiers, however a while later than the date to which it concurred in 

the U.S.- Taliban accord. On August 15, 2021, fourteen days before that withdrawal was to 

finish, the Taliban entered Kabul, the perfection of a fast cross country military development 

that stunned numerous in the United States and Afghanistan. Over the most recent fourteen 

days of August, U.S. military powers regulated the clearing of over worldwide air terminal, 

prior to leaving on August 30, 2021. No U.S. military or strategic staff are in Afghanistan as 

of February 2022. The Taliban declared the development of another administration 

overwhelmed by Taliban followers on September 7, 2021. The creation of that administration 

and the Taliban's concealment of serene fights contrary to its standard show the gathering has 

focused on inward attachment over effort to different fragments of Afghan culture or 

comparative motions that may be invited by the United States and different nations. Other than 

a provincial Islamic State partner, no furnished resistance to the Taliban seems to exist as of 

February 2022, albeit some enemy of Taliban Afghan pioneers have looked for U.S. support. 

The Taliban's restored rule has been impeding for the situation with ladies and young ladies in 

Afghanistan, a longstanding U.S. strategy interest. The situation with ethnic and strict 

minorities, as well as the vast number of Afghans who worked for U.S. endeavors and try to 

leave the nation, likewise remain firmly examined. Since the Taliban takeover, Afghanistan 

has confronted crossing and overpowering helpful and monetary emergencies, an aftereffect 

of difficulties both old, (for example, dry seasons, the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

pandemic, and Afghanistan's powerless financial base) and new, (for example, the cut-off of 

global improvement help, U.S. sanctions on the Taliban, and the 

U.S. hang on Afghan national bank resources). The Biden Administration and numerous in 

Congress look to improve these crises, but without making any move that supports the Taliban's 

situation or that might clear as do as such. Looking for after these strategies couple might prove 
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confounded.” 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The post-quake tremors of the Taliban's August 2021 re-visitation of force keep on resounding 

in Afghanistan and the United States the same. This report gives foundation data and examination 

on advancements in Afghanistan and suggestions for U.S. strategy, including 

• the Taliban's administration and the effect of their standard on fear monger gatherings, basic 

freedoms, and the ability of U.S. Afghan accomplices to leave the country. 

• provincial elements; and 

• the meeting helpful and financial emergencies confronting the country. 

The report additionally gives data on regulation and other legislative activity connected with 

Afghanistan. The test at the core of numerous U.S. strategy banters over which Congress has 

impact (counting compassionate help, U.S. sanctions, and the situation with U.S.- based national 

bank resources) is how to focus on and, if conceivable, accommodate two U.S. interests: 

supporting the Afghan public and abstaining from reinforcing the Taliban's standard. 

 

TALIBAN TAKEOVER: BACKGROUND 

At the start of 2021, the Afghan government was a nearby U.S. counterterrorism accomplice, the 

aftereffect of almost 20 years of significant U.S. also, global help, including the organization of 

a vast number of troops and the arrangement of a vast number of dollars in help. President Donald 

Trump had removed everything except 2,500 U.S. powers, the most reduced U.S. force level 

beginning around 2001, ahead of the full troop withdrawal to which the United States concurred 

in the February 2020 U.S.- Taliban understanding.1 In any case, U.S. authorities resolved to keep 

on offering basic monetary help to Afghan powers and communicated hopefulness about their 

capacities opposite the Taliban, accentuating the Taliban's inability to catch any of Afghanistan's 

 
1 After more than a year of negotiations, U.S. and Taliban representatives signed a bilateral agreement on 

February 29, 2020, agreeing to two “interconnected” guarantees: the withdrawal of all U.S. and international forces 

by May 2021, and unspecified Taliban action to prevent other groups (including Al Qaeda) from using Afghan soil 

to threaten the United States and its allies. The text of the agreement is available at https://www.state.gov/wp-

content/uploads/2020/ 02/Agreement-For-Bringing-Peace-to-Afghanistan-02.29.20.pdf. Nonpublic annexes went 

with the agreement. 
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common capitals. 

Simultaneously, the Taliban were at their most grounded beginning around 2001, when they were 

driven from power by U.S., global, and U.S.- upheld Afghan powers, having a consistently got 

area and worked on their strategic abilities throughout their tough two-decade uprising. The 

Afghan government against which the Taliban battled was debilitated by profound inward 

divisions, factional infighting, and endemic debasement, and Taliban powers partook in specific 

benefits over their Afghan government partners, including more prominent attachment and 

monetary maintainability, as showed by one January 2021 outside assessment.2 

Half a month after President Joseph Biden affirmed that global powers would withdraw 

Afghanistan by the fall of 2021, Taliban powers started a general development that caught wide 

areas of the country's rustic regions, setting up the gathering's hang on certain locale where it 

previously had a huge presence. The Taliban's capture of different locale was amazing: a few 

northern regions had militarily opposed the Taliban when the gathering was in power during the 

1990s, making their fast 2021 tumble to the Taliban especially critical. One source assessed that 

the Taliban assumed command over more than one hundred of Afghanistan's 400 locale in May 

and June 2021.3 The speed of the Taliban's development amazed even some inside the gathering, 

with one authority saying that his powers were deliberately trying not to catch common capitals 

before the booked takeoff of U.S. forces.4 

The Taliban's development was gotten through both battle and exchange. While the Taliban 

confronted solid, if eventually fruitless, opposition from government powers in certain areas, 

others were taken with negligible fighting.5 In a considerable lot of these areas, the Taliban 

apparently got the acquiescence or flight of government powers (and the handover of their 

weapons) with installments or through the intervention of neighborhood older folks trying to stay 

away from bloodshed.6 

The Taliban caught their first commonplace capital on August 6, after which the breakdown of 

the Afghan government and its security powers sped up. In something like seven days, the 

Taliban were approaching Kabul, which they entered on August 15, 2021. Afghan President 

Ashraf Ghani, whose seven-year residency was described by discretionary emergencies, factional 

 
2 Jonathan Schroden, “Afghanistan’s Security Forces Versus the Taliban: A Net Assessment,” CTC Sentinel, January 2021. 

3 Kate Clark and Obaid Ali, “A Quarter of Afghanistan’s Districts Fall to the Taliban amid Calls for a ‘Second Resistance,’” Afghanistan Analysts Network, July 2, 2021. 

 

4 Dan De Luce, Mushtaq Yusufzai, and Sephora Smith, “Even the Taliban are surprised at how fast they’re advancing in Afghanistan,” NBC News, June 25, 2021. 

 

5 “Afghanistan: Taliban continue attacks on three major cities,” BBC, August 1, 2021. 

 
6 Susannah George, “Afghanistan’s military collapse: Illicit deals and mass desertions,” Washington Post, August 15, 2021; David Zucchino, “Collapse and Conquest: The Taliban Strategy That Seized Afghanistan,” New York Times, August 18, 2021. 
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infighting, unavoidable debasement, and the slow weakening of Afghan powers, escaped the 

country that very day and stays, as of February 2022, in the United Arab Emirates. 

 

TALIBAN GOVERNMENT 

On September 7, 2021, the Taliban declared a "overseer government" to administer Afghanistan. 

The Taliban allude to their new government, as they have for quite a long time alluded to 

themselves, as the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan. It is hazy by whom individuals from this 

administration may be supplanted going ahead and why, or in what the future held contrast from 

extremely durable positions.7 One Taliban representative apparently said in September 2021 that 

the gathering plans to briefly "carry out" the 1964 constitution of the previous Afghan 

government "with no happy that goes against Islamic regulation and the standards of the Islamic 

Emirate," with another guessing that the gathering could draft another constitution in 2022.8 

Haibatullah Akhundzada, Taliban pioneer since the 2016 killing of his ancestor in a U.S. drone 

strike, holds preeminent power as the gathering's emir. He has shown up and just a single checked 

photo exists.9 Mohammad Hassan Akhund, who filled in as legislative leader of Kandahar and 

unfamiliar priest during the 1990s Taliban government, is the Acting Prime Minister. One expert 

has depicted Akhund as "generally frail," an "uncontroversial" figure whose determination 

hinders contest among more remarkable figures and groups inside the Taliban.10 Abdul Ghani 

Baradar, who drove Taliban arrangements with the United States from 2018 to 2021, is the Acting 

Deputy Prime Minister. 

The organization of the Taliban government is homogeneous. All individuals from the "overseer 

bureau" are earlier Taliban authorities or long-term supporters. All are male, and by far most are 

ethnic Pashtuns (Afghanistan's biggest ethnic gathering, which addresses a majority however not 

a larger part of the populace), and most are from southern Afghanistan. Over half were, and 

remain, assigned for psychological warfare related U.S. or potentially U.N. sanctions, including 

the Acting Interior Minister, Sirajuddin Haqqani. The U.S. Branch of State has for a long time 

offered a compensation of up to $10 million for data prompting the capture of Haqqani, who is 

the top of the Haqqani Network, a U.S.- assigned Foreign Terrorist Organization (FTO). Some 

contend the job of Haqqani Network-related figures in the Taliban guardian government is an 

 
7

One analyst has described the Taliban’s government during the 1990s as “nominally interim.” “Who Will Run the Taliban Government?” International Crisis Group, September 9, 2021. 

  

8 S. K. Khan, “Taliban to implement monarch-era Constitution in Afghanistan,” Anadolu Ajansi, September 28, 2021; “Taliban plans to form ‘commission’ in 2022 to draft new constitution,” ANI, September 23, 2021. 

 
9 Fazelminallah Qazizai, “The Mysterious Public Appearances of the Taliban’s Supreme Leader,” Newlines, December 20, 2021; “Haibatullah Akhundzada: Shadowy Taliban supreme leader whose son was suicide bomber,” Reuters, September 7, 2021. 
10 Martine van Bijlert, “The Focus of the Taliban’s New Government: Internal cohesion, external dominance,” Afghanistan Analysts Network, September 12, 2021. 
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impression of their outsized military import and could make U.S. collaboration with the Taliban 

more difficult.11 

A few eyewitnesses had estimated that the Taliban could contact earlier Afghan government 

authorities, (for example, earlier President Hamid Karzai, who held a few gatherings with senior 

Taliban figures after the August 2021 takeover) or to others from outside the development as a 

part of their guarantee to lay out a "comprehensive government." The Taliban have not, despite, 

came to past their own positions to fill senior positions.12 The Taliban are allegedly setting up 

government positions with military or potentially strict figures with minimal considerable 

experience, remembering some lengthy inhabitant for adjoining Pakistan, fueling the gathering's 

regulatory challenges.13 

In the prompt wake of the Taliban's takeover, a few reports showed disagreement in the Taliban 

positions, generally between the gathering's political wing (which purportedly advocates for 

more prominent incorporation of different components from inside Afghan culture, with an eye 

toward worldwide acknowledgment, e.g., Baradar) and its tactical wing (which goes against such 

splits the difference, e.g., the Haqqanis).14 Other examiners accentuate the Taliban's set of 

experiences of actually overseeing inward disputes.15 Even in the event that the Taliban prevail 

with regards to restricting factional infighting, their selective way to deal with administering may 

convey its own dangers of moving resistance or uprising contrary to its standard. Focal 

administration has often proved testing all through Afghan history, however the Taliban's present 

position shows up secure.  

 

CURRENT AND POTENTIAL OPPOSITION 

While the Taliban's August 2021 takeover was quick, its victory, as indicated by numerous 

investigators, doesn't reflect huge well known help for the development but instead an absence 

of help for the previous government.16 Many components of Afghan culture, especially in 

 
11 Stephanie Findlay, “Haqqani network’s clever game culminates with Afghan government roles,” Financial Times, September 10, 2021. 
12 “Who Will Run the Taliban Government?” op. cit. 
13 Zia ur-Rehman and Emily Schmall, “The Taliban have staffing issues. They are looking for help in Pakistan,” New York Times, January 13, 2022. 
14 Khudai Noor Nasar, “Afghanistan: Taliban leaders in bust-up at presidential palace, sources say,” BBC, September 15, 2021; Ali Latifi, “How deep are divisions among the Taliban?” Al Jazeera, 

September 23, 2021. 
15 Andrew Watkins, “An Assessment of Taliban Rule at Three Months,” CTC Sentinel, November 2021. 
16 “How the Taliban engineered ‘political collapse’ of Afghanistan,” Reuters, August 17, 2021; Shadi Hamid, 
“Americans never understood Afghanistan like the Taliban did,” Brookings Institution, August 23, 2021. 
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metropolitan regions, appear to view the Taliban with doubt, dread, or hostility.17 Sporadic fights 

contrary to the gathering's standard, and the Taliban's solid reaction to them, highlight a potential 

for future agitation as well as future restraint. 

One beginning work to shape a furnished protection from the Taliban was fleeting and clearly 

fell in September 2021. That concise outfitted obstruction tried to frame a base in the focal region 

of Panjshir, which was never vanquished by the Taliban during their earlier rule, yet Taliban 

powers at once suppressed the opposition. The Taliban successfully control the whole country, 

dissimilar to during the 1990s when Taliban enemies (the earlier Northern Alliance) addressed 

huge, outfitted resistance, and held 10% of the nation's region. The Taliban additionally have 

more grounded attaches with territorial abilities, including some that once upheld the Northern 

Alliance against the Taliban, like Russia and Iran. Given the circumstances, if they somehow 

happened to arise, the presence of obstruction groups, in Panjshir or somewhere else, could fill 

in as a revitalizing point or stir Taliban rivals in the country, who could then make extra allures 

for U.S. or then again other worldwide help. It is not clear the way that possible this prospect is. 

Previously Panjshir-based resistance pioneers (counting Ahmad Massoud, child of renowned 

Northern Alliance pioneer Ahmad Shah Massoud) framed the National Resistance Front (NRF) 

in the consequence of the Taliban's takeover; the area of its chiefs, who have held Washington, 

D.C.- based portrayal, is unclear.18 In a January 2022 visit to Tehran, Taliban pioneers allegedly 

met with a NRF appointment including Massoud.19 

An equipped danger to the Taliban exists as the neighborhood Islamic State associate (Islamic 

State-Khorasan Province, ISKP, otherwise called ISIS-K), a long-term Taliban enemy. The 

gathering has raised its assaults against both Afghan regular folks and Taliban powers, evaluating 

the Taliban's authenticity. Specialists differ about the intensity of the ISKP danger and the 

Taliban's self-declared capacity to counter the gathering without outer assistance.20 Some 

Afghans, including previous individuals from the Afghan National Defense and Security Forces 

(ANDSF), have supposedly waged war with ISKP, purportedly pulled in by ISKP cash 

installments and by the gathering's status as the sole dynamic equipped resistance to the 

Taliban.21 

 
17 Loveday Morris and Ruby Mellen, “Portraits of fear and loss,” Washington Post, January 12, 2022. 
18 Trevor Filseth, “After Renegade Province’s Fall, Panjshir Resistance Leaders Surface in Tajikistan,” National Interest, September 23, 2021; Lachlan Markey, “Taliban resistance ramps up U.S. lobbying efforts,” Axios, October 27, 

2021. 

19 “Shirshah Rasooli, “Resistance Front Proposed Transitional Govt to Islamic Emirate,” TOLOnews, January 11, 2022. 

 
20 Samya Kullab, “Islamic State attacks test Taliban’s control in Afghanistan,” Christian Science Monitor, October 13, 2021; Amira Jadoon and Andrew Mines, “The Taliban can’t take on the Islamic State alone,” War on the Rocks, 

October 14, 2021 
21 Yaroslav Trofimov, “Left Behind After U.S. Withdrawal, Some Former Afghan Spies and Soldiers Turn to Islamic State,” Wall Street Journal, October 31, 2021. 
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In the weeks after the takeover, a few Afghans showed peacefully to advocate for their privileges 

and express resistance to the Taliban. Fights by many ladies in Kabul in September bought 

worldwide consideration, and a few Afghans showed in Jalalabad, Kandahar, and different urban 

areas also to fight Taliban actions.22 The Taliban checked most fights, and viciously scattered 

some. The Taliban-drove Interior Ministry gave a declaration on September 8, 2021, restricting 

unapproved exhibitions however some irregular, limited scope fights have continued.23 U.N. 

High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet said on September 13 that Taliban 

powers had utilized "expanding brutality against dissidents and journalists."24 The Taliban have 

broadcasted showings for Taliban rule, in which some partaken under duress.25 

 

Effects of the Taliban's Return to Power 

The Taliban's August 2021 takeover has suggestions for various U.S. strategy interests. It might 

set out open doors and difficulties for the different psychological oppressor bunches that have a 

presence in Afghanistan and confuses (on the off chance that not delivering old) unique U.S. 

plans to join forces with Afghan specialists to counter psychological militant dangers "into the 

great beyond." Advancing security of ladies' and other basic liberties has been another major U.S. 

strategy aim in Afghanistan beginning around 2001; those rights show up in danger with the 

Taliban back in power. Approaching over these and different improvements is the basic 

compassionate and financial emergency that Afghanistan presently faces. 

 

Counterterrorism 

For a long time, an assortment of Islamist radical psychological oppressor bunches has for a long 

time worked in Afghanistan, and the Taliban have connected with them in fluctuating ways. Al 

Qaeda (AQ) and ISKP are two of the most critical of these fear monger gatherings, and the 

Taliban's takeover is going to influence them in an unexpected way. 

Notwithstanding (or maybe due to) U.S. counterterrorism pressure, AQ attaches with the Taliban, 

which return to the 1990s, seem to have remained strong.26 In October 2020, Afghan powers 

 
22 Susannah George and Ezzatullah Mehrdad, “Space for dissent opened in Afghanistan after the Taliban was ousted 20 years ago. Now the militants are trying to slam it shut,” Washington 

Post, September 12, 2021; “Thousands protest against Taliban in Kandahar over evictions,” Reuters, September 14, 2021. 
23 “Afghan women call for rights, protest alleged Taliban killings,” Al Jazeera, December 28, 2021 

24 “Oral update on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan” 48th Session of the Human Rights Council, September 13, 2021. 

 
25 “Were Afghan women forced to attend the pro-Taliban rally?” TRT World, September 15, 2021. 
26 Twelfth report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted following resolution 2557 

(2020) concerning the Taliban and other associated individuals and entities being a threat to the peace, stability and 
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killed a high-positioning AQ employable in Afghanistan's Ghazi territory, where he purportedly 

was residing and working with Taliban powers, highlighting the nearby and interrelated 

associations between the gatherings and their operatives.27 In May 2021, U.N. sanctions screens 

announced that Al Qaeda "limited plain interchanges with Taliban authority with an end goal to 

'disappear' and not endanger the Taliban's conciliatory position."28 

Evaluations of what the Taliban takeover is going to mean for AQ abilities contrast. As indicated 

by media accounts, U.S. authorities apparently let some know Senators in August 2021, "dread 

gatherings like al-Qaida might have the option to develop a lot quicker than anticipated" in 

Afghanistan under the Taliban.29 Central Command (CENTCOM) Commander General Frank 

McKenzie, said in a December 2021 meeting that the AQ presence in Afghanistan had 

"presumably marginally expanded" since August 2021.30 On the other hand, a few experts 

contended in the prompt outcome of the Taliban takeover that Al Qaeda is probably not going to 

resurge in Afghanistan given twenty years of U.S. counterterrorism pressure, the presence of 

other places of refuge all over the planet, and potential Taliban constraints.31 U.N. sanctions 

screens announced in February 2021 that the Taliban's takeover had given Al Qaeda "a huge lift" 

and that Al Qaeda has since "kept an essential quietness, logical a work not to think twice about 

endeavors to acquire global acknowledgment and legitimacy."32 

The Islamic State associate in Afghanistan, then again, has gone against the Taliban since its 

2015 foundation, and the two gatherings have often conflicted. ISKP (with 1,500-2,200 

contenders, per 

U.N. sanctions screens) sees the Taliban's Afghanistan-centered patriot political venture as 

counter to its own universalist vision of a worldwide caliphate. The Taliban have conveyed many 

warriors to eastern Afghanistan, where ISKP assaults show up generally incessant, and have been 

blamed for extra-legal killings of suspected ISKP members.33 Under the previous U.S.- upheld 

government, the United States sent off airstrikes on the side of Taliban offensives against ISKP, 

 
security of Afghanistan, U.N. Document S/2021/486, released May 27, 2020. 

 
27 Jeff Seldin, “US Calls Death of al-Qaida Official a Major Setback for Terror Group,” Voice of America, October 26, 2020. 

28 U.N. Document S/2021/486, op. cit. 

 
29 Michael Balsamo, et al., “Concerns over US Terror Threat Rising as Taliban hold Grows,” Associated Press, August 15, 2021. 
30 Robert Burns and Lolita Baldor, “US commander: Al-Qaida numbers in Afghanistan up ‘slightly,’” Associated Press, December 10, 2021. 

31 Ahmad Siddiqi, “The West is getting Afghanistan wrong – again,” Al Jazeera, September 12, 2021; Daniel Byman, “Will Afghanistan Become a Terrorist Safe Haven Again?” Foreign Affairs, August 18, 2021. 

 

32 Twenty-ninth report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted following resolution 2368 (2017) concerning ISIL (Da’esh), Al-Qaida and associated individuals and entities, U.N. Document S/2022/83, released February 3, 2022. 
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an intriguing area of earlier U.S.- Taliban cooperation.34 At a September 1, 2021, public 

interview, when gotten some information about the chance of future U.S. coordination with the 

Taliban against ISKP, General Milley said, "It's possible."35 A Taliban representative purportedly 

dismissed such participation in October 2021, saying, "We can handle [ISKP] independently."36 

From the start of the 2021 U.S. withdrawal, U.S. authorities said that the United States would 

keep up with the capacity to battle fear monger dangers in Afghanistan, for example, AQ and 

ISKP without a tactical presence on the ground there by using resources based outside of 

Afghanistan, in what the future held 

U.S. authorities portray as an "into the great beyond" approach.37 With the Taliban in charge of 

Afghanistan, the United States will have needed to change any plans that had been predicated on 

the went ahead with presence of the earlier Afghan government and its security powers. 

Participation with Taliban specialists might prove incomprehensible or too strategically or 

politically loaded. Cooperation with non-Taliban-associated Afghans by stealthy or incognito 

activity specialists could yield counterterrorism gains, however, would likewise convey gambles. 

Approaching CENTCOM Commander General Michael Kurilla portrayed into the great beyond 

capacities as "incredibly troublesome however not feasible" in February 2022 testimony.38 

 

Basic freedoms/ Human Rights: Women and Ethnic and Religious Minorities 

Present-day Afghanistan is in numerous ways an unexpected country in comparison to the one 

the Taliban last managed in 2001. Ladies have been dynamic members in many pieces of Afghan 

culture; securities for them, and ethnic and strict minorities, were cherished in the country's 2004 

constitution. 

Since taking power in August 2021, Taliban authorities have repeated their obligation to 

safeguarding ladies' privileges "inside the system of sharia,"39 and their first activities 

recommend at minimum some control from their profoundly harsh 1996-2001 rule. Regardless, 

their re-visitation of force has introduced "prompt and sensational inversions on ladies' privileges 

and crucial opportunities," as wrote down by the United Nations.40 

 
34 Wesley Morgan, “Our secret Taliban Air Force,” Washington Post, October 22, 2020. 

35 Secretary of Defense Austin and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Milley Press Briefing on the End of the 

U.S. War in Afghanistan, Department of Defense, September 1, 2021. 
36 Kathy Gannon, “Taliban say they won’t work with US to contain Islamic State,” Associated Press, October 9, 2021. 
37 See, for example, Remarks by President Biden on the Way Forward in Afghanistan, White House, April 14, 2021. 
38 See transcript at http://www.cq.com/doc/congressionaltranscripts-6450846?3&search=8TnqSQnx. 
39 “Transcript of Taliban’s first news conference in Kabul,” Al Jazeera, August 17, 2021. Sharia refers broadly to concepts and principles of Islamic religious jurisprudence that vary in their interpretation under different schools of 

practice. For more, see Matthew Nelson, “The Taliban’s (Islamic) Isolation,” Chatham House, October 21, 2020. 
40 “Women’s Rights in Afghanistan: Where Are We Now?” United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women, December 2021. 
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The Taliban are often depicted as the great drivers of Afghan ladies' persecution. A few spectators 

have noted, nonetheless, that many individuals inside Afghan culture have prohibitive points of 

view of ladies' privileges, especially in country regions, where 76% of the populace resides.41 

For certain Afghans, including a few ladies, the Taliban takeover might address an improvement 

over elevated degrees of brutality that portrayed the Taliban's insurgency.42 This might be 

especially so for those in rustic regions more impacted by struggle. 

For different Afghans, especially in metropolitan regions, the Taliban's takeover has expanded 

feelings of trepidation of restraint, and has made longer-term worries over the eventual fate of 

ladies' privileges under a Taliban government.43 The Taliban have shut the Ministry of Women's 

Affairs, which had been a piece of the previous Afghan government, and have restored the 

Ministry of Propagation of Virtue and Prevention of Vice, which implemented the Taliban's 

translation of Islam in the 1990s.44 Guidance gave by that service in late December 2021 looks 

to force new limitations on Afghan ladies, including by coordinating that ladies ought not be 

permitted to travel significant distances without a male guardian.45 The vanishing of a few ladies 

activists (some of whom were associated with fights referenced above) in January 2022 pulled in 

extensive global consideration and raised apprehensions of a more extensive Taliban crackdown 

on ladies' rights.46 

Of specific worry to numerous U.S. policymakers are Taliban approaches toward training for 

Afghan young ladies. A few signs recommend that the Taliban might allow training for ladies 

and young ladies in at minimum a few cases, with auxiliary government funded schools for young 

ladies having resumed in some provinces.47 In numerous different regions, despite, a true 

prohibition on young ladies' schooling, over the essential level, stays set up. For a long time, 

Taliban authorities have said that they mean to make "a protected learning climate" where young 

ladies' schools can reopen,48 yet many ladies' privileges advocates have some serious misgivings 

of these cases and unfortunate that the gathering never expects to formally allow such instruction. 

 
41 John R. Allen and Vanda Felbab-Brown, “The fate of women’s rights in Afghanistan,” Brookings Institution, September 2020 
42 Anand Gopal, “The Other Afghan Women,” The New Yorker, September 6, 2021. 

 
43 Margherita Stancati, “After Taliban Return, Afghan Women Face Old Pressures from Fathers, Brothers,” New York Times, December 15, 2021. 
44 Rachel Pannett, “Who leads Afghanistan’s new government? Here is what we know about the Taliban’s top officials,” Washington Post, September 8, 2021. 

45 “No long-distance travel for women without male relative: Taliban,” Al Jazeera, December 26, 2021. 

 
46 Patricia Grossman, “Afghan women’s rights activists forcibly disappeared,” Human Rights Watch, January 24, 2022; Sudarsan Raghavan, “Faced with disappearances, beatings and intimidation, Afghanistan’s women’s rights 

activists go quiet on the streets,” Washington Post, February 8, 2022. 

47 Kate Clark, “Who gets to go to school? (1): What people told us about education since the Taleban took over,” 

Afghanistan Analysts Network, January 26, 2022. 

 
48 “Girls to return to secondary school ‘soon as possible’: Taliban,” Al Jazeera, September 21, 2021. 
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During the 1990s, the Taliban didn't officially boycott auxiliary or advanced education for young 

ladies, yet likewise precluded it on an apparently transitory premise because of unknown security 

concerns, an accepted boycott that endured the total of the gathering's five-year rule.49 A Taliban 

representative said in a January 2022 meeting that the gathering expected to return young ladies' 

schools the nation over by March 2022, portraying the deferral as a "issue of capacity."50 Public 

colleges resumed in February 2022 with ladies allowed to go to however just when isolated from 

men.51 

Taliban manner of speaking and activity as to ethnic and strict minorities have additionally gotten 

examination. Numerous Hazaras (Shia Muslims who contain 10-15% of Afghanistan's populace 

and address one of the country's biggest ethnoreligious minorities) recently communicated dread 

about the Taliban's conceivable return.52 Since their August 2021 takeover, the Taliban have 

shown a seriously tolerating official position toward the Hazaras, especially in metropolitan 

regions, even as reports arise of killings and constrained removal in the Hazaras' memorable 

countries in focal Afghanistan.53 Surveying these blended messages, one onlooker conjectured 

toward the beginning of September 2021 that "the Taliban political authority's more 

commonsense methodology toward the Hazara is important to keep up with its delicate command 

over all of Afghanistan," yet that abuse could increment without worldwide attention.54 

 

Continuous Relocations of American Citizens and Certain Afghans 

The Taliban's entrance into Kabul on August 15 set off the mass clearing of a vast number of 

U.S. residents (counting all political staff), accomplice country residents, and Afghans who 

worked for global endeavors as well as the earlier Afghan government. That work to a great 

extent came to a nearby with the last flight of U.S. military powers on August 30. U.S. authorities 

say that they expect to get the migration of all leftover U.S. residents and qualified Afghan 

accomplices who look to leave the nation, however a few Members of Congress and different 

onlookers express worry about the speed of movements. 

U.S. authorities say that U.S. military powers worked with the clearing of 124,000 people, 

 
49 Margot Buff, “‘Our Futures Will Be Ruined’: Afghan Girls Fear Denial of Education Under Taliban,” Gandhara, September 21, 2021; Rasmussen and Nazari, op. cit. 

 

50 Kathy Gannon, “The AP Interview: Taliban pledge all girls in school soon,” Associated Press, January 15, 2022. 

 
51 Ehsan Popalzai and Hande Atay Alam, “Afghan universities reopen to female students but with strict rules on mixing,” CNN, February 3, 2022. 
52 David Zucchino and Fatima Faizi, “They Are Thriving After Years of Persecution but Fear a Taliban Deal,” New York Times, March 27, 2019. 
53 Shirin Jaafari, “‘Why don’t you have mercy?’: Afghanistan’s Hazara people increasingly face eviction, violence under Taliban rule,” PRI, October 5, 2021. 
54 Tom Mutch, “Afghanistan’s Hazaras Get Mixed Messages from the Taliban,” Foreign Policy, September 4, 2021. 
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including 5,300 U.S. residents, as a feature of Operation Allies Refuge, which General Milley 

portrayed as "the biggest air clearing in US history."55 Since that activity finished on August 30, 

2021, the State Department said that as of December 13, 2021, it has aided the takeoff of 479 

U.S. residents, 450 legal long-lasting inhabitants, and north of 2,200 Afghans.56 It isn't clear the 

number of those withdrew through overland courses or by means of the U.S.- upheld Qatar 

Airways contract flights that occasionally left Kabul, notwithstanding issues with the global air 

terminal there (see textbox). 

The quantity of U.S. residents staying in Afghanistan gives off an impression of being in motion. 

The Department said on December 13 that it was in touch with "less than twelve U.S. residents" 

who needed and were ready to leave Afghanistan; a representative said on January 11, 2022, "We 

are working presently with two or three dozen U.S. residents and their families who have 

recognized themselves as ready to withdraw and who have the vital travel records to do so."57 

That representative added that there were "most likely less than 200" U.S. residents in 

Afghanistan, leaving "around 150 other U.S. residents who would rather not leave Afghanistan 

now or [are] any other way not prepared to depart."58 

One December 2021 press report, refering to a State Department official, expressed that around 

62,000 Afghan Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) candidates stay in Afghanistan.59 This figure 

rejects the vast number of Afghans in danger who are not qualified for a SIV. 

 

Status of Kabul Airport 

Movement endeavors are convoluted by the situation with Kabul's global air terminal. Since the 

last flight of U.S. powers, Qatar and Turkey have been trying to make the air terminal which 

supported harm to its runways, radar framework, and distinct parts during the U.S. departure 

exertion and withdrawal functional. Homegrown flights restarted toward the beginning of 

September 2021, however global flights have been generally restricted to contract Qatar 

Airways trips as transporters refer to high protection charges as well as security and calculated 

 
55 Statement available at https://www.armed- services.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Printed%2028%20Sep%20SASC%20CJCS%20Written%20Statement.pdf. 

 

56 U.S. Department of State, “Afghanistan Relocation and Resettlement Update,” December 13, 2021. On January 11, 2022, a State Department spokesperson similarly noted that the State 

Department had directly aided with the departure of 479 U.S. citizens, 450 lawful permanent residents, and approximately 2,000 Afghans. 

 

57 Ibid, Department Press Briefing – January 11, 2022, U.S. Department of State, January 11, 2022. 

 

58 Department Press Briefing – January 11, 2022, op. cit. 

 
59 Jessica Donati, “More Than 60,000 Interpreters, Visa Applicants Remain in Afghanistan,” Wall Street Journal, December 16, 2021 
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worries as obstacles to customary business air travel.60 In late December 2021, Qatar and Turkey 

apparently consented to an arrangement to work the Kabul air terminal mutually, alongside four 

different air terminals in Afghanistan.61 The United Arab Emirates supposedly has likewise held 

consults with the Taliban about working the Kabul air terminal, conceivably in a bid to decrease 

the impact of Qatar, its provincial rival.62 The unfamiliar priest of Turkey, which in 2022 

superior relations with the UAE, raised the possibility of a three sided plan as talks with the 

Taliban continue.63 

 

Past calculated issues at Kabul air terminal, one more hindrance to went ahead with movements 

has been the issue of movement documentation, especially visas, without which Afghans cannot 

leave the country. The Taliban started re-giving identifications a little while in the wake of 

assuming command over the nation, however the tasks of visa workplaces have been irregular 

and hamstrung by delays, long queues, and authoritative challenges.64 

Furthermore, a few Afghans who try to migrate stay in stowing away, dreading Taliban retaliation 

against people who worked for the earlier Afghan government and additionally with the United 

States. The Taliban gave an overall acquittal after coming to drive, yet U.N. Secretary-General 

Antonio Guterres expressed in January 2022 that the United Nations has gotten "sound charges" 

of Taliban retaliations against those people, including many killings.65 

In mid-December 2021, reports arose that the Taliban had ended departure departures from 

Afghanistan after Qatar stopped giving seats on sanctioned Qatar Airways trips for Taliban-

assigned people to work abroad and bring in cash to be transmitted back to Afghanistan during 

the country's extreme financial hardships. While some recommend Qatar constrained the Taliban 

to stop this training at the command of the United States, others have expressed that this debate 

is completely between the Taliban and Qatar.66 Qatar, Turkey, and the Taliban have had 

 
60 Aftab Khan, “PIA prepared to run regular flights to Kabul: CEO,” Express Tribune, November 13, 2021 

61 “Turkey, Qatar Await Taliban Green Light to Run Afghan Airports,” Voice of America, December 28, 2021. 

 

62 Alexander Cornwell, “EXCLUSIVE: UAE holds talks with Taliban to run Kabul airport – foreign diplomats,” 

Reuters, November 24, 2021. 

 

63 “Kabul Airport May be Run Jointly by Turkey, Qatar, UAE,” TOLOnews, December 28, 2021. 

 

64 Amy Cheng and Haq Nawaz Khan, “Hundreds of Afghans gather outside passport office as Taliban resumes issuing travel documents,” Washington Post, October 6, 2021; “Painful Passport Problems in Afghanistan,” RFE/RL, 

January 16, 2022. 

 

65 “UN chief accuses Taliban of scores of revenge killings since seizing control in Afghanistan,” RFE/RL, January 30, 2022. 

 
66 Courtney Kube, Dan De Luce, and Josh Lederman, “The Taliban have halted all evacuee flights out of Afghanistan for the past two weeks,” NBC News, December 23, 2021. 
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exchanges on continuing air terminal activities, and supposedly agreed on air terminal security 

in January 2022.67 The first movement trip in quite a while, a Qatar Airways sanction paid for by 

the U.S. State Department, supposedly left Kabul in late January 2022.68 

 

Compassionate and Economic Crisis69 

The Taliban's re-visitation of force has set off what U.N. authorities portray as possibly the most 

terrible compassionate emergency on the planet in Afghanistan, long one of the world's least 

fortunate and most guide subordinate countries.70 various interrelated factors, including the cut-

off of global improvement help, U.S. furthermore, global approvals on the Taliban, and the U.S. 

hang on Afghanistan's national bank resources, have all added to the financial breakdown that 

underlies the helpful emergency. 

Before the Taliban's August 2021 takeover, an extreme philanthropic emergency previously 

existed in Afghanistan, due to struggle, dry spell, and the COVID-19 pandemic. Markers propose 

that conditions have deteriorated altogether since August 2021: the World Food Program detailed 

in December 2021 that the extent of Afghans with inadequate food had expanded from 80% to 

98% since the Taliban's takeover.71 In October 2021, the U.N. Youngsters' Fund (UNICEF) 

assessed that "something like 1 million" Afghan kids are "in danger of biting the dust because of 

serious intense unhealthiness without quick treatment."72 

The United States and other worldwide benefactors gave billions of dollars every year to help the 

previous Afghan government, supporting over portion of the public authority's $6 billion yearly 

financial plan and as much as 80% of complete public expenditures.73 That advancement help 

stopped with the Taliban's August 2021 takeover, diving the country into what U.N. authorities 

depict as monetary "free fall" as the country's economy has contracted as much as 40% since 

August 2021 as of December 2021.74 The U.N. Advancement Program (UNDP) cautioned in 

 
67 Callie Patteson, “Turkey, Qatar in talks to restart Afghan evacuation flights,” New York Post, December 28, 2021; Tuvan Gumrukcu, “Turkey, Qatar reached preliminary deal on Kabul airport 

security- Turkish sources,” Reuters, January 20, 2022. 

 
68 Courntey Kube et al., “First flight of American evacuees in months leaves Kabul airport for Qatar,” NBC News, January 27, 2022. 
69 See CRS In Focus IF12039, Afghanistan: Humanitarian Crisis, Economic Collapse, and U.S. Sanctions. 

70 “Get the facts: What’s happening now in Afghanistan,” United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), January 18, 2022. 

 
71 “Afghanistan Food Security Update,” World Food Program, December 8, 2021. 
72 “Half of Afghanistan’s children under five expected to suffer from acute malnutrition as hunger takes root for millions,” UNICEF Afghanistan, October 5, 2021. 
73 Roxanna Shapour, “Realpolitik and the 2021 National Budget: The toxic struggle for money and power that undermined Afghanistan’s republic,” Afghanistan 

Analysts Network, December 21, 2021. 
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November 2021 that, under different situations, destitution rates could reach as high as 97% by 

July 2022.75 U.S. sanctions on the Taliban (set up in different structures beginning around 1999) 

remain, however it is indistinct how much they are influencing helpful circumstances in 

Afghanistan; the top of the Norwegian Refugee Council said in January 2021 that approvals have 

"kept down" their operations.76 Since the Taliban's takeover, the U.S. Branch of the Treasury has 

given a few general licenses framing the U.S. position and expressing that U.S. sanctions don't 

disallow the arrangement of philanthropic help to Afghanistan.77 

In at minimum a few pieces of the country, food is accessible however numerous Afghans do not 

have cash with which to pay for it, outlining the effect of the country's financial emergency on 

philanthropic circumstances. Afghanistan is an exceptionally cash-subordinate society, however 

shipments of dollars stopped with the U.S. freeze on Afghan national bank resources in August 

2021 and Afghanistan cannot print its own cash. The outcome is a serious liquidity emergency 

that takes steps to obliterate the nation's financial framework. In October 2021, Secretary-General 

Guterres asked "the world to make a move and infuse liquidity into the Afghan economy to keep 

away from breakdown," and Secretary of State Antony Blinken said in December 2021 that the 

United States was "taking a gander at ways of placing greater liquidity into the Afghan economy, 

to get more cash into individuals' pockets...in a way that doesn't straightforwardly help the 

Taliban." 78 

The World Bank in December 2021 chose to deliver $280 million in Afghanistan Reconstruction 

Trust Fund (ARTF) monies to U.N. offices to help Afghan wellbeing and instruction laborers' 

pay rates, infusing truly necessary cash into the Afghan economy; the United States has 

apparently "empowered" the World Bank to deliver extra ARTF funds.79 Additionally, the Asian 

Development Bank supported $405 million in awards to four U.N. offices to give food, medical 

care, and training to a great many Afghans.80 

Both the Taliban and a few unfamiliar pioneers (counting Secretary-General Guterres) have 

asked the United States to deliver the hang on Afghan national bank resources, which complete 

 
75 “Afghanistan: Socio-Economic Outlook 2021-2022,” UNDP Afghanistan, November 30, 2021. 

 

76 See interview at https://twitter.com/nrc_norway/status/1486778209387565058. 

 

77 See Treasury Department Fact Sheet, December 22, 2021, at https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/126/afg_factsheet_20211222_nu.pdf. 

 
78 Jonathan Landay, “U.N. chief: Liquidity needed to stem Afghanistan economic, humanitarian crises,” Reuters, October 11, 2021; U.S. Department of State, “Secretary Antony J. Blinken at a 

Press Availability,” December 21, 2021. 
79 David Ignatius, “How the U.S. is helping vulnerable Afghans without recognizing the Taliban,” Washington Post, January 18, 2022. 
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around $7 billion. On February 11, 2022, the Biden Administration reported that it will "try to 

work with access of 

$3.5 billion [of the assets] ...for the advantage of the Afghan public," forthcoming continuous 

case connected with the September 11, 2001, attacks.81 

 

Territorial Dynamics: Pakistan and Other Neighbors 

Territorial elements straightforwardly influence improvements in Afghanistan, which is 

landlocked and has over its time been the object of mediation by its neighbors and other 

unfamiliar powers. Occasions in Afghanistan additionally have ramifications for those neighbors. 

Pakistan. The adjoining state thought to be most significant in such manner is Pakistan, which 

has played a functioning, and by many records undermining, job in Afghan issues for quite a long 

time, including by effectively supporting the Taliban during its 1990s rule. Pakistan's security 

administrations keep up with connections to Afghan furnished gatherings, most outstandingly 

the Haqqani Network.82 Former Afghan pioneers, alongside U.S. military authorities, credited a 

significant part of the Taliban's solidarity either straightforwardly or by implication to Pakistani 

support.83 The Trump Administration looked for Islamabad's help with U.S. converses with the 

Taliban in 2018, and U.S. evaluations of Pakistan's job were for the most part more certain 

thereafter.84 Many experts respected the Taliban takeover in some measure at first as a victory 

for Pakistan's local arrangement, highlighting Pakistan's long history of help for the Taliban and 

explanation of clear help for the takeover from Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan and others.85 

Senior Pakistani authorities have held various gatherings with the new Taliban government, both 

in Kabul and Islamabad, since August 2021. 

Nonetheless, there are a sign that the Taliban's re-visitation of force might present genuine 

difficulties for Pakistan. The Taliban's triumph might give a resolve and material lift to Pakistan-

based Islamist psychological militant gatherings, including the alleged Pakistani Taliban 

(Tehreek-I Taliban-I Pakistan, or TTP, a U.S.- assigned Foreign Terrorist Organization). TTP 

assaults against Pakistani security powers expanded after August 2021, allegedly provoking the 

 
81 See Executive Order at https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/126/afghanistan_bank_eo.pdf and briefing at https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/02/11/background-press-call-on-u-s-support-for- the-people-of-afghanistan/. 

 
82 For more, see CRS In Focus IF10604, Terrorist Groups in Afghanistan, by Clayton Thomas. 
83 White House, Remarks by President Trump on the Strategy in Afghanistan and South Asia, August 21, 2017. Some Pakistani officials disputed that charge and noted the Taliban’s increased territorial control within Afghanistan itself.  Author interviews with Pakistani military officials, 

Rawalpindi, Pakistan, February 21, 2018. 

84 “Mullah Baradar released by Pakistan at the behest of US: Khalilzad,” The Hindu, February 9, 2019. Baradar had been imprisoned in Pakistan since his capture in Karachi in a joint U.S.-Pakistani operation in 2010. Baqir Sajjad Syed, “Pentagon chief praises Pakistan’s role in Afghan peace 

process,” Dawn, March 23, 2021. 

 

85 Ishaan Tharoor, “Pakistan’s hand in the Taliban’s victory,” Washington Post, August 18, 2021; Husain Haqqani, “Pakistan’s Pyrrhic Victory in Afghanistan,” Foreign Affairs, July 22, 2021. 
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Pakistani government to look for an Afghan Taliban-intervened truce with the TTP that finished 

in December 2021.86 Moreover, state-run Pakistan International Airlines finished its trips to 

Kabul in October 2021 because of the Taliban's "amateurish attitude."87 Afghanistan-Pakistan 

relations are additionally confounded by the presence of more than 1,000,000 Afghan displaced 

people in Pakistan, as well as a long-running and ethnically touched disagreement regarding their 

common 1,600-mile border.88 Taliban and Pakistani government powers apparently conflicted at 

the boundary in December 2021 and January 2022.89 

Iran. Iran, with which Afghanistan shares its western line, went against the Taliban's 1990s rule 

however has kept up with relations with the gathering as of late while underlining the requirement 

for portrayal for Afghanistan's ethnic and strict gatherings with which Iran has close ties (to be 

specific Tajiks, who talk a variation of Persian, and Hazaras, who are for the most part Shia 

Muslims). Official Taliban visits to Tehran went before the gathering's August 2021 takeover, 

and have gone on from that point forward, incorporating with the visit of the Taliban's acting 

unfamiliar clergyman in January 2022. 

Central Asia. Afghanistan's Central Asian neighbors (Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan) 

have answered in changing ways to the Taliban's takeover, including the main local dismissal of 

the gathering's administration. The Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan states give off an impression 

of being focusing on financial ties, including the arranged Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-

India (TAPI) flammable gas pipeline, and have had official commitment with the Taliban (like a 

visit to Kabul by the Uzbek unfamiliar pastor in October 2021 and a visit to Turkmenistan by the 

Taliban's acting unfamiliar clergyman in January 2022).90 Tajikistan, then again, has dismissed 

the Taliban's administration and arisen as the gathering's boss provincial adversary, Tajikistan's 

very own outcome both authentic battles with Islamist hostility as well as ethnolinguistic attaches 

with Afghan Tajiks (the nation's second biggest ethnic gathering), some of whom go against the 

Taliban's standard. Tajikistan has allegedly offered asylum to noticeable enemy of Taliban 

Afghan pioneers, and its authorities have reprimanded the Taliban government, provoking the 

Taliban to caution Tajikistan against meddling in Afghan affairs.91 

 
86 “Pakistani Taliban ends ceasefire, future of peace talks uncertain,” Al Jazeera, December 10, 2021; Abdul Sayed, “The Evolution and Future of Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan,” Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, December 21, 2021 

87 Aftab Khan, “PIA prepared to run regular flights to Kabul: CEO,” Express Tribune, November 13, 2021. 

 
88 Pakistan, the United Nations, and others recognize the 1893 Durand Line as an international boundary, but  successive Afghan governments, including the Taliban, have not. See Vinay Kaura, “The Durand Line: A British Legacy Plaguing Afghan-Pakistani Relations,” Middle East Institute, 

June 27, 2017. 

89 Asfandyar Mir et al., “Afghanistan-Pakistan Border Dispute Heats Up,” U.S. Institute of Peace, January 12, 2022. 

 
90 Bruce Pannier, “For the Turkmen and Uzbek leaders, a meeting of minds on Afghanistan,” RFE/RL, October 9, 2021; Orkhan Jalilov, “Turkmen, Afghan Officials Discuss Energy and Transport Projects,” Caspian News, January 18, 2022. 
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China. The possibility of more noteworthy Chinese impact and movement in Afghanistan has 

drawn in some legislative consideration since the Taliban takeover.92 China, which assumed a 

somewhat restricted part in Afghanistan under the previous government, has made a few financial 

interests in Afghanistan (especially in the advancement of Afghan minerals and different assets) 

yet significant activities have not happened as expected because of shakiness, absence of 

framework, and other limitations.93 China at first flagged help for the Taliban yet has not 

officially perceived the gathering to date, and might be hesitant to seek after nearer relations 

because of worries about Afghanistan-based Islamist psychological militant groups.94 

 

Legislative Action and Outlook 

President Biden's April 2021 declaration of his goal to completely pull-out U.S. powers by 

September 11, 2021, drew both applause and analysis across sectarian lines from certain 

Members of Congress who for quite a long time had discussed the overall expenses and 

advantages of the U.S. military presence in Afghanistan. Some invited the declaration, refering 

to what they describe as U.S. counterterrorism victories or a need to reprioritize U.S. worldwide 

interests.95 Other Members encouraged President Biden to reexamine for a circumstances-based 

approach.96 

The Taliban's takeover pulled in extraordinary legislative and public consideration. Numerous 

Members described the August 2021 withdrawal as tumultuous and harming to U.S. interest and 

worldwide standing; a few said they upheld the expulsion of U.S. troops yet not the manner by 

which it was conveyed out.97 In the months since the Taliban entered Kabul, U.S. public 

consideration seems to have diminished, however Afghanistan stays the subject of critical 

legislative interest as some Individuals look to represent the clear disappointment of U.S. 

endeavors and wrestle with the truth of the Taliban's recharged rule. 

No less than six legislative panels held hearings on Afghanistan in the weeks after the Taliban's 

takeover.98 Some of these hearings zeroed in on contemporaneous U.S. strategy activities, while 

others looked to inspect the twenty years of U.S. strategy choices that went before the Taliban's 

 
92 See, for example, H.R. 5404 and S. 2826. 

 
93 Matthew Funaiole and Brian Hart, “Afghanistan Is No Treasure Trove for China,” Foreign Policy, September 28, 2021. 

94 Atal Ahmadzai, “Why China Is Slow-Rolling Taliban Cooperation,” Foreign Policy, January 27, 2022. 

 

95 Representative Andy Kim, “Congressman Kim Statement on Announcement of U.S. Troop Withdrawal from Afghanistan,” April 13, 2021; Senator Ed Markey (@SenMarkey), Twitter, April 13, 2021, 1:29PM. 

 
96 Senator Jim Inhofe (@JimInhofe), Twitter, April 13, 2021, 1:26PM. 
97 Barbara Sprunt, “There’s a bipartisan backlash to how Biden handled the withdrawal from Afghanistan,” NPR, August 17, 2021. 
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takeover. The most exhaustive work to research U.S. endeavors in Afghanistan is Congress' 

foundation of the Afghanistan War Commission (Section 1094 of the FY2022 National Defense 

Authorization Act, NDAA, P.L. 117-81). The Commission's 16 individuals are to be appointed 

by the seats and positioning individuals from the Senate and House equipped administrations, 

international concerns, and insight panels, as well as by House and Senate larger part and 

minority pioneers, in the span of 60 days of sanctioning. They are accused of inspecting "the key 

vital, conciliatory, and activity choices that relate to the conflict in Afghanistan" and creating "a 

progression of illustrations learned and proposals for the way forward" in a last report to be given 

in three years or less. 

Meanwhile, a few Members express a plan to stay zeroed in on improvements in Afghanistan. A 

part of these Members contends that a U.S. inability to stay occupied with Afghanistan might 

prompt a more extensive cultural breakdown and common conflict much the same as the climate 

in which Al Qaeda flourished and arranged the September 11, 2001, assaults after the 1989 Soviet 

withdrawal.99 

How Afghanistan squeezes into more extensive U.S. system is one issue on which Members 

could connect with, particularly given contending financial needs considering the COVID-19 

pandemic as well as contending U.S. strategy priorities.100 The Biden Administration at first 

outlined and has since shielded the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan as assisting with making 

the United States more ready to go up against other, and apparently more decisively significant, 

challenges, for example, those presented by Russia and China.101 

Going ahead, U.S. strategy, including legislative activity, will be affected and logical obliged by 

various elements, including: 

• a deficiency of data about elements in Afghanistan, given the absence of U.S. ambassadors 

and other on the ground eyewitnesses and Taliban-forced impediments on writers; and  

• the authentic tradition of U.S. struggle with the Taliban, which might make collaboration 

with the gathering, even to progress U.S. strategy needs, politically troublesome. 

Changes in elements in Afghanistan, like further decay of the compassionate circumstance or 

 
99 Letter available at https://crow.house.gov/media/press-releases/representatives-crow-malinowski-meijer-press- president-biden-release. 
100 See, for example, CRS Report R43838, Renewed Great Power Competition: Implications for Defense—Issues for Congress, by Ronald 
O'Rourke. 
101 See for example “Remarks by President Biden on the Way Forward in Afghanistan,” White House, April 14, 2021; “Remarks by President 

Biden on the End of the War in Afghanistan,” White House, August 31, 2021; Department Press Briefing – January 24, 2022, U.S. Department 
of State. 
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activities by the Taliban (counting the arranged March 2022 returning of state funded training 

for Afghan young ladies), could provoke a few Members to start or call for new U.S. strategy 

measures. Notwithstanding immediate legislative activity (counting appropriating, approving, or 

restricting financing for different purposes), legislative choices for administering the 

Administration's way to deal with Afghanistan incorporate went ahead with hearings, letters to 

presidential branch authorities, public explanations, revealing prerequisites, mentioning 

evaluations from the Government Accountability Office (GAO), and regulation relating to 

sanctions strategy or different issues. The Administration's February 2022 declaration on the 

demeanor of U.S.- based Afghan national bank resources might be one approach region for 

legislative commitment and oversight. 

Past the difficulties of how to form U.S. strategy toward the new circumstance in Afghanistan, 

Members might look to well-spoken and shape what U.S. aims in Afghanistan ought to be. 

Numerous Members express an interest in limiting helpful misery, having provincially based 

psychological militant gatherings, and going ahead with help for Afghan ladies and young ladies. 

Simultaneously, numerous Members (with the obvious help of the Biden Administration) clearly 

try to try not to any activities, incorporate the arrangement of advancement help, which could 

have the impact of helping the Taliban or advancing the gathering's situation in power. 

A part of these needs might come into pressure: giving philanthropic guide might be adequate to 

fight off mass setbacks yet is not going to support the Afghan economy. Monetary help could 

work on the Afghan economy, improving the philanthropic circumstance, however, goes with 

the gamble of redirection of an asset to the Taliban. Going ahead, Members might gauge the 

monetary and social expenses of giving philanthropic help endlessly the political and moral 

expenses of supporting (or if nothing else forgoing subverting) the Taliban's standard. 
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