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ABOUT US

The International Journal for Legal Research & Analysis (IJLRA) (ISSN: 2582-6433) is a peer-
reviewed, academic, online journal published on a monthly basis. The journal aims to provide
a comprehensive and interactive platform for the publication of original and high-quality legal

research.

IJLRA publishes Short Articles, Long Articles, Research Papers, Case Comments, Book
Reviews, Essays, and interdisciplinary studies in the field of law and allied disciplines. The
journal seeks to promote critical analysis and informed discourse on contemporary legal, social,

and policy issues.

The primary objective of IJLRA is to enhance academic engagement and scholarly dialogue
among law students, researchers, academicians, legal professionals, and members of the Bar
and Bench. The journal endeavours to establish itself as a credible and widely cited academic
publication through the publication of original, well-researched, and analytically sound

contributions.

IJLRA welcomes submissions from all branches of law, provided the work is original,
unpublished, and submitted in accordance with the prescribed submission guidelines. All
manuscripts are subject to a rigorous peer-review process to ensure academic quality,

originality, and relevance.
Through its publications, the International Journal for Legal Research & Analysis aspires to

contribute meaningfully to legal scholarship and the development of law as an instrument of

justice and social progress.
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The International Journal for Legal Research and Analysis (IJLRA) is committed to upholding
the highest standards of publication ethics and academic integrity. All manuscripts submitted
to the journal must be original, unpublished, and free from plagiarism, data fabrication,
falsification, or any form of unethical research or publication practice. Authors are solely
responsible for the accuracy, originality, legality, and ethical compliance of their work and
must ensure that all sources are properly cited and that necessary permissions for any third-
party copyrighted material have been duly obtained prior to submission. Copyright in all
published articles vests with IJLRA, unless otherwise expressly stated, and authors grant the
journal the irrevocable right to publish, reproduce, distribute, and archive their work in print
and electronic formats. The views and opinions expressed in the articles are those of the authors
alone and do not reflect the views of the Editors, Editorial Board, Reviewers, or Publisher.
IJLRA shall not be liable for any loss, damage, claim, or legal consequence arising from the
use, reliance upon, or interpretation of the content published. By submitting a manuscript, the
author(s) agree to fully indemnify and hold harmless the journal, its Editor-in-Chief, Editors,
Editorial Board, Reviewers, Advisors, Publisher, and Management against any claims,
liabilities, or legal proceedings arising out of plagiarism, copyright infringement, defamation,
breach of confidentiality, or violation of third-party rights. The journal reserves the absolute
right to reject, withdraw, retract, or remove any manuscript or published article in case of

ethical or legal violations, without incurring any liability.
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LAW: A PROFESSION OR A MORAL DILEMMA? THE
ETHICAL CONFLICT BETWEEN PROFESSIONAL DUTY
AND PERSONAL CONSCIENCE

AUTHORED BY - TANMAY SHARMA

Introduction
My name is Tanmay, and [ am a fourth-year law student. Ever since I entered law school, I
have always pondered one question: What if I were ever forced to choose between my personal

morals and my professional ethics? What would I do in that situation?

Imagine a criminal lawyer whose client privately confesses to committing an offence. The

lawyer now faces a difficult question: should they continue to defend the client?

While many view defending a guilty person as morally wrong, the legal profession is governed
by constitutional principles and professional ethics. An advocate's duty is not to decide guilt,

but to ensure that justice is delivered according to law.

The Moral Conflict

Personal conscience demanding justice.

Professional duty requiring loyal representation.

Constitutional Perspective
Article 21: Fair trial is an essential part of the guarantee of life and personal liberty. Article
22(1): Every arrested person has the right to consult and be defended by a legal practitioner of
their choice.

Article 20: Protects against ex post facto laws, double jeopardy, and self-incrimination.

Together, these provisions ensure that every accused receives a fair trial, regardless of the

allegation.
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Advocate-Client Confidentiality

Confidential communication between an advocate and client is a fundamental principle of legal
practice. Even if a client privately admits guilt, the advocate generally cannot disclose that
confession. Confidentiality promotes honest communication and protects the fairness of the

legal process.

Professional Ethics
Duty Towards the Court: Never mislead the court; never fabricate evidence; maintain honesty
and dignity.
Duty Towards the Client: Represent the client fearlessly within the law; maintain

confidentiality; act with loyalty and competence.

Is There Really a Conflict?
The advocate is neither the judge nor the investigator. If a client admits guilt privately, the
advocate cannot reveal the confession, cannot present false evidence or encourage perjury, and

may challenge the prosecution's evidence to ensure guilt is proved beyond reasonable doubt.

Philosophical Perspective
Deontology (Kant): A lawyer must perform their professional duty regardless of personal
beliefs.
Utilitarianism: Fair legal representation protects society from wrongful convictions and misuse

of State power.

Conclusion
Law is more than a profession. It is a balance between personal morality and constitutional
duty. An advocate who ethically defends an accused is not opposing justice but ensuring that
justice is achieved through evidence, due process, and the rule of law. This balance makes

advocacy both a noble profession and a lasting moral dilemma.
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