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or by any means, whether electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise,
without prior written permission of the Managing Editor of the International Journal for Legal
Research & Analysis (IJLRA).

The views, opinions, interpretations, and conclusions expressed in the articles published in this
journal are solely those of the respective authors. They do not necessarily reflect the views of
the Editorial Board, Editors, Reviewers, Advisors, or the Publisher of IJLRA.

Although every reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy, authenticity, and
proper citation of the content published in this journal, neither the Editorial Board nor IJLRA
shall be held liable or responsible, in any manner whatsoever, for any loss, damage, or
consequence arising from the use, reliance upon, or interpretation of the information contained

in this publication.
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ABOUT US

The International Journal for Legal Research & Analysis (IJLRA) (ISSN: 2582-6433) is a peer-
reviewed, academic, online journal published on a monthly basis. The journal aims to provide
a comprehensive and interactive platform for the publication of original and high-quality legal

research.

IJLRA publishes Short Articles, Long Articles, Research Papers, Case Comments, Book
Reviews, Essays, and interdisciplinary studies in the field of law and allied disciplines. The
journal seeks to promote critical analysis and informed discourse on contemporary legal, social,

and policy issues.

The primary objective of IJLRA is to enhance academic engagement and scholarly dialogue
among law students, researchers, academicians, legal professionals, and members of the Bar
and Bench. The journal endeavours to establish itself as a credible and widely cited academic
publication through the publication of original, well-researched, and analytically sound

contributions.

IJLRA welcomes submissions from all branches of law, provided the work is original,
unpublished, and submitted in accordance with the prescribed submission guidelines. All
manuscripts are subject to a rigorous peer-review process to ensure academic quality,

originality, and relevance.
Through its publications, the International Journal for Legal Research & Analysis aspires to

contribute meaningfully to legal scholarship and the development of law as an instrument of

justice and social progress.
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The International Journal for Legal Research and Analysis (IJLRA) is committed to upholding
the highest standards of publication ethics and academic integrity. All manuscripts submitted
to the journal must be original, unpublished, and free from plagiarism, data fabrication,
falsification, or any form of unethical research or publication practice. Authors are solely
responsible for the accuracy, originality, legality, and ethical compliance of their work and
must ensure that all sources are properly cited and that necessary permissions for any third-
party copyrighted material have been duly obtained prior to submission. Copyright in all
published articles vests with IJLRA, unless otherwise expressly stated, and authors grant the
journal the irrevocable right to publish, reproduce, distribute, and archive their work in print
and electronic formats. The views and opinions expressed in the articles are those of the authors
alone and do not reflect the views of the Editors, Editorial Board, Reviewers, or Publisher.
IJLRA shall not be liable for any loss, damage, claim, or legal consequence arising from the
use, reliance upon, or interpretation of the content published. By submitting a manuscript, the
author(s) agree to fully indemnify and hold harmless the journal, its Editor-in-Chief, Editors,
Editorial Board, Reviewers, Advisors, Publisher, and Management against any claims,
liabilities, or legal proceedings arising out of plagiarism, copyright infringement, defamation,
breach of confidentiality, or violation of third-party rights. The journal reserves the absolute
right to reject, withdraw, retract, or remove any manuscript or published article in case of

ethical or legal violations, without incurring any liability.
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND COPYRIGHT LAW
IN INDIA: EXAMINING OWNERSHIP, AUTHORSHIP,
AND LIABILITY IN AI-GENERATED WORKS

AUTHORED BY - DEVASHISH GAUTAM SONAWANE
Third Year LL.B. Student

Abstract
Acrtificial Intelligence has transformed the process of creation by enabling machines to generate
literary, artistic, musical, and digital works with minimal human intervention. The rapid growth
of generative Al systems has created significant challenges for traditional copyright law,
particularly in determining authorship, ownership, originality, and liability. This paper
critically examines the intersection between Artificial Intelligence and copyright law in India.

Index Terms— Atrtificial Intelligence, Copyright, Al-Generated Works, Intellectual Property,
Authorship, Ownership.

. INTRODUCTION

Artificial Intelligence has emerged as one of the most transformative technological
developments of the twenty-first century. Generative Al systems such as ChatGPT and
Midjourney have altered traditional notions of creativity and authorship. Copyright law has
historically been based upon the assumption that creativity originates from human intellect.
However, modern Al systems challenge this framework because they can autonomously

generate literary, artistic, musical, and digital works.

1. EVOLUTION OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND
GENERATIVE TECHNOLOGIES

Artificial Intelligence refers to the capability of machines to perform tasks ordinarily requiring
human intelligence. The emergence of machine learning and deep learning transformed Al
systems from rule-based software into adaptive systems capable of learning patterns and
generating creative outputs. Generative Al systems create new content by analysing large

datasets consisting of books, articles, images, music, and digital material.
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I11. FUNDAMENTALS OF COPYRIGHT LAW IN INDIA

Copyright law protects original literary, artistic, musical, dramatic, and cinematographic works
from unauthorised use. In India, copyright protection is governed by the Copyright Act, 1957.
Originality is a central requirement for copyright protection. In Eastern Book Company v. D.B.
Modak, the Supreme Court held that originality requires a minimum degree of creativity

involving skill and judgment rather than mere labour.

IV. ORIGINALITY AND AUTHORSHIP IN AI-GENERATED WORKS

The concepts of originality and authorship form the foundation of copyright law. Al-generated
works challenge this assumption because modern Al systems can produce sophisticated outputs
with minimal human participation. A major legal issue concerns whether Al-generated works

satisfy the originality requirement under copyright law.

V. AI-GENERATED WORKS AND COPYRIGHTABILITY
Al-generated works include literary compositions, digital art, music, photographs, software
code, and audiovisual content generated through machine-learning systems. Determining
whether such works qualify for copyright protection remains highly controversial. In Thaler v.
Perlmutter, copyright protection was denied for artwork generated entirely by Al.

V1. OWNERSHIP ISSUES IN AI-CREATED CONTENT

Ownership constitutes one of the most important legal challenges arising from Al-generated
works. One approach assigns ownership to users because they initiate the creative process
through prompts and instructions. Another approach favours developers due to their

technological investment and software architecture.

VII. LIABILITY FOR COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT BY Al SYSTEMS

Al systems may generate outputs that reproduce or imitate copyrighted works without direct
human intention. Consequently, determining liability for infringement has become a major
challenge. One source of infringement involves Al training datasets containing copyrighted

material.

VIII. TRAINING DATA, FAIR DEALING, AND ETHICAL CONCERNS

Generative Al systems rely upon extensive datasets consisting of copyrighted books, articles,
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images, and music. Critics argue that unauthorised use of such materials for machine-learning
training amounts to copyright infringement. Ethical concerns also arise regarding artistic style
imitation, deepfake technology, and algorithmic bias.

IX. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Different jurisdictions adopt varying approaches toward Al-generated works. The United
States strongly emphasises human authorship, while the United Kingdom provides limited
recognition for computer-generated works. The European Union focuses upon human
intellectual creation while simultaneously developing comprehensive Al governance

mechanisms.

X. RECOMMENDATIONS AND LEGAL REFORMS
India should introduce clear statutory provisions specifically addressing Al-generated works.
Legislative reforms should clarify standards of authorship and ownership, liability allocation,

regulation of Al training datasets, and transparency obligations for Al developers.

XI. CONCLUSION

Acrtificial Intelligence has fundamentally transformed the relationship between technology and
creativity. Indian copyright law remains inadequately equipped to address questions relating to
originality, authorship, ownership, and infringement arising from Al-generated works.
Legislative reform and judicial interpretation are essential to ensure legal certainty in the digital

age.
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