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DISCLAIMER

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored, transmitted, or distributed in any form
or by any means, whether electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise,
without prior written permission of the Managing Editor of the International Journal for Legal
Research & Analysis (IJLRA).

The views, opinions, interpretations, and conclusions expressed in the articles published in this
journal are solely those of the respective authors. They do not necessarily reflect the views of
the Editorial Board, Editors, Reviewers, Advisors, or the Publisher of IJLRA.

Although every reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy, authenticity, and
proper citation of the content published in this journal, neither the Editorial Board nor IJLRA
shall be held liable or responsible, in any manner whatsoever, for any loss, damage, or
consequence arising from the use, reliance upon, or interpretation of the information contained

in this publication.

The content published herein is intended solely for academic and informational purposes and

shall not be construed as legal advice or professional opinion.

Copyright © International Journal for Legal Research &  Analysis.

All rights reserved.
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ABOUT US

The International Journal for Legal Research & Analysis (IJLRA) (ISSN: 2582-6433) is a peer-
reviewed, academic, online journal published on a monthly basis. The journal aims to provide
a comprehensive and interactive platform for the publication of original and high-quality legal

research.

IJLRA publishes Short Articles, Long Articles, Research Papers, Case Comments, Book
Reviews, Essays, and interdisciplinary studies in the field of law and allied disciplines. The
journal seeks to promote critical analysis and informed discourse on contemporary legal, social,

and policy issues.

The primary objective of IJLRA is to enhance academic engagement and scholarly dialogue
among law students, researchers, academicians, legal professionals, and members of the Bar
and Bench. The journal endeavours to establish itself as a credible and widely cited academic
publication through the publication of original, well-researched, and analytically sound

contributions.

IJLRA welcomes submissions from all branches of law, provided the work is original,
unpublished, and submitted in accordance with the prescribed submission guidelines. All
manuscripts are subject to a rigorous peer-review process to ensure academic quality,

originality, and relevance.
Through its publications, the International Journal for Legal Research & Analysis aspires to

contribute meaningfully to legal scholarship and the development of law as an instrument of

justice and social progress.
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PUBLICATION ETHICS, COPYRIGHT & AUTHOR
RESPONSIBILITY STATEMENT

The International Journal for Legal Research and Analysis (IJLRA) is committed to upholding
the highest standards of publication ethics and academic integrity. All manuscripts submitted
to the journal must be original, unpublished, and free from plagiarism, data fabrication,
falsification, or any form of unethical research or publication practice. Authors are solely
responsible for the accuracy, originality, legality, and ethical compliance of their work and
must ensure that all sources are properly cited and that necessary permissions for any third-
party copyrighted material have been duly obtained prior to submission. Copyright in all
published articles vests with IJLRA, unless otherwise expressly stated, and authors grant the
journal the irrevocable right to publish, reproduce, distribute, and archive their work in print
and electronic formats. The views and opinions expressed in the articles are those of the authors
alone and do not reflect the views of the Editors, Editorial Board, Reviewers, or Publisher.
IJLRA shall not be liable for any loss, damage, claim, or legal consequence arising from the
use, reliance upon, or interpretation of the content published. By submitting a manuscript, the
author(s) agree to fully indemnify and hold harmless the journal, its Editor-in-Chief, Editors,
Editorial Board, Reviewers, Advisors, Publisher, and Management against any claims,
liabilities, or legal proceedings arising out of plagiarism, copyright infringement, defamation,
breach of confidentiality, or violation of third-party rights. The journal reserves the absolute
right to reject, withdraw, retract, or remove any manuscript or published article in case of

ethical or legal violations, without incurring any liability.
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SOCIAL MEDIA AND LAW

AUTHORED BY - AADITYARAJAARYAN
B.A.LLB
SKJ Law College, BRBU, Muzaffarpur

INTRODUCTION

Social networking sites have entirely revolutionized how we connect, communicate, and
exchange information in this contemporary era. It is now easy to pass on our information to
others electronically. It has the potential to bring people all across the globe together. Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter (X), WhatsApp, and other social media platforms have become
indispensable for both personal and professional purposes since they offer unique access to
information and new opportunities for public discourse. Due to its diverse network, this site is
almost accessible in every household in the world. To ensure that this site positively affects
society, every individual must utilize it wisely. Most social media users belong to the younger
generation. There can be some unintended effects of social media on users. Users tend to isolate

themselves from their dear and near ones due to their excessive use of social media.

LEGAL FRAMEWORK IN INDIA
Information Technology Act, 2000: The Core Law
The Information Technology Act, 2000 (IT Act) is the primary legislation governing online

activity in India, including social media.

Key Provisions Relevant to Social Media Section 66 (Cyber Offences)
This section deals with computer-related offences such as hacking, identity theft, and online
fraud, which often occur through social media platforms.

Section 66E (Violation of Privacy)
Punishes the intentional capture, publication, or transmission of private images without

consent, addressing issues like revenge pornography.

Sections 67 and 67A
These sections prohibit the publication or transmission of obscene, sexually explicit, or child
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sexual abuse material online.

Section 69A (Blocking of Content)
Empowers the government to block public access to online content in the interest of national
security, public order, or sovereignty. This section has been used to block social media

accounts, posts, and even entire platforms when necessary.

LANDMARK JUDGEMENTS

Shreya Singhal vs. the Union of India is an important case about social media.

The Supreme Court threw out Section 66A of the IT Act in this case. This section made it illegal
to send rude messages online. The Court said that this part of the Constitution violated Article
19(1)(a), which protects the right to free speech and expression. This ruling protected people

from having their online speech limited for no good reason.

DIGITAL PLATFORM REGULATION

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) is one of the Indian
government's main bodies in charge of digital platforms and internet governance. It is
responsible for making rules and policies about these things. The Press Information Bureau
(PIB) and Fact-Check Units are another group in charge of making rules. The Indian
government has set up fact-checking units and worked with news agencies to find and correct
false information that is spreading on social media. The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI), which is mostly in charge of regulating telecommunications services, has also been a
part of talks about data privacy and network neutrality. These issues affect social media

platforms in a roundabout way.

ONLINE CONTENT MODERATION

India's social media sites must have content moderation policies in place to deal with harmful
and illegal content. Al and machine learning tools that can automatically find and filter out
inappropriate content are examples of these policies. Platforms use both automated systems and
human moderators to look over flagged content to make sure they understand it in a more

nuanced way and in context.
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There were a lot of problems with online content moderation in India, such as worries about

censorship, consistency, and fairness.

ISSUES AND CHALLENGES

The law says so, but there are a lot of problems.

1. Spreading false news and information
2. Online harassment and cyberbullying

3. Using private information in the wrong way

Another big problem is figuring out how to balance free speech with rules. Too much control
can take away freedom, and too little control can cause problems.

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE FUTURE

Some of the suggestions for the future in this area are:

Putting money into tech solutions like Al for content moderation and better data protection can
help with some of the problems that come with regulating social media.
Working together with other countries and making sure that standards are the same can make

regulation and enforcement more effective.

The platforms can make the user experience better and build trust by being more open about

how they handle user data and content moderation.

CONCLUSION
You should be careful when using social media. Laws in India are meant to protect people and
give them control over what they do online. The Shreya Singhal case shows how important it
is to protect people's right to speak their minds. We also need to be more strict and aware of the

problems that are getting worse in the digital world.
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