
www.ijlra.com 

Volume 3 Issue 7 | Oct 2026 

 

ISSN: 2582-6433 

 

 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 3 Issue 7 | Oct 2026 

 

ISSN: 2582-6433 

 

 

Page | 1060  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

 

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored, transmitted, or distributed in any form 

or by any means, whether electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, 

without prior written permission of the Managing Editor of the International Journal for Legal 

Research & Analysis (IJLRA). 

 

The views, opinions, interpretations, and conclusions expressed in the articles published in this 

journal are solely those of the respective authors. They do not necessarily reflect the views of 

the Editorial Board, Editors, Reviewers, Advisors, or the Publisher of IJLRA. 

 

Although every reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy, authenticity, and 

proper citation of the content published in this journal, neither the Editorial Board nor IJLRA 

shall be held liable or responsible, in any manner whatsoever, for any loss, damage, or 

consequence arising from the use, reliance upon, or interpretation of the information contained 

in this publication. 

 

The content published herein is intended solely for academic and informational purposes and 

shall not be construed as legal advice or professional opinion. 

 

Copyright © International Journal for Legal Research & Analysis. 

All rights reserved. 

 

 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 3 Issue 7 | Oct 2026 

 

ISSN: 2582-6433 

 

 

Page | 1061  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT US 

 

The International Journal for Legal Research & Analysis (IJLRA) (ISSN: 2582-6433) is a peer-

reviewed, academic, online journal published on a monthly basis. The journal aims to provide 

a comprehensive and interactive platform for the publication of original and high-quality legal 

research. 

 

IJLRA publishes Short Articles, Long Articles, Research Papers, Case Comments, Book 

Reviews, Essays, and interdisciplinary studies in the field of law and allied disciplines. The 

journal seeks to promote critical analysis and informed discourse on contemporary legal, social, 

and policy issues. 

 

The primary objective of IJLRA is to enhance academic engagement and scholarly dialogue 

among law students, researchers, academicians, legal professionals, and members of the Bar 

and Bench. The journal endeavours to establish itself as a credible and widely cited academic 

publication through the publication of original, well-researched, and analytically sound 

contributions. 

 

IJLRA welcomes submissions from all branches of law, provided the work is original, 

unpublished, and submitted in accordance with the prescribed submission guidelines. All 

manuscripts are subject to a rigorous peer-review process to ensure academic quality, 

originality, and relevance. 

 

Through its publications, the International Journal for Legal Research & Analysis aspires to 

contribute meaningfully to legal scholarship and the development of law as an instrument of 

justice and social progress. 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 3 Issue 7 | Oct 2026 

 

ISSN: 2582-6433 

 

 

Page | 1062  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUBLICATION ETHICS, COPYRIGHT & AUTHOR 

RESPONSIBILITY STATEMENT 

 

The International Journal for Legal Research and Analysis (IJLRA) is committed to upholding 

the highest standards of publication ethics and academic integrity. All manuscripts submitted 

to the journal must be original, unpublished, and free from plagiarism, data fabrication, 

falsification, or any form of unethical research or publication practice. Authors are solely 

responsible for the accuracy, originality, legality, and ethical compliance of their work and 

must ensure that all sources are properly cited and that necessary permissions for any third-

party copyrighted material have been duly obtained prior to submission. Copyright in all 

published articles vests with IJLRA, unless otherwise expressly stated, and authors grant the 

journal the irrevocable right to publish, reproduce, distribute, and archive their work in print 

and electronic formats. The views and opinions expressed in the articles are those of the authors 

alone and do not reflect the views of the Editors, Editorial Board, Reviewers, or Publisher. 

IJLRA shall not be liable for any loss, damage, claim, or legal consequence arising from the 

use, reliance upon, or interpretation of the content published. By submitting a manuscript, the 

author(s) agree to fully indemnify and hold harmless the journal, its Editor-in-Chief, Editors, 

Editorial Board, Reviewers, Advisors, Publisher, and Management against any claims, 

liabilities, or legal proceedings arising out of plagiarism, copyright infringement, defamation, 

breach of confidentiality, or violation of third-party rights. The journal reserves the absolute 

right to reject, withdraw, retract, or remove any manuscript or published article in case of 

ethical or legal violations, without incurring any liability. 

 

 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 3 Issue 7 | Oct 2026 

 

ISSN: 2582-6433 

 
 

 

Page | 1063  

 

 

 

RELIGIOUS CONVENTION AND FAMILY 

BACKGROUND AS LEGAL CHALLENGES IN INDAIN 

PERSONAL LAWS (HINDU, MUSLIM, CHRISTIAN AND 

PARSI LAW’S) AN EMPIRICAL STUDY 

 

AUTHORED BY - MS.A.NANDHINI 

 

 

Table of Contents 

TITLE 

CHAPTER1 

• INTRODUCTION 

• BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

• STATEMENT OF PROBLEM 

• RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

• HYPOTHESES 

• OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

• SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

 

CHAPTER11: 

• REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

• THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

• RELIGIOUS CONVENTION AND FAMILY 

BACKGROUND AS LEGAL CHALLENGES 

UNDER HINDU,MUSLIM,CHRISTIAN AND 

PARSI LAWS ( INDIAN PERSONAL LAWS) 

(MIND MAP) 

 

CHAPTER111: 

• RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

• HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

• KEY CASE LAWS ON PERSONAL LAWS 

AND FAMILY BACKGROUND IN INDIA 

 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 3 Issue 7 | Oct 2026 

 

ISSN: 2582-6433 

 
 

 

Page | 1064  

 

 

 

CHAPTER1V: 

• DATA ANALYSIS AND INTREPRETATION 

• CHAPTER DATA ANALYSIS WITH CHARTS 

 

CHAPTERV: 

• FINDINGS OF THE STUDY 

• CONCLUSION OF THE STUDY 

• SUGGESTIONS OF THE STUDY 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

• STATUTES 

• CASE LAWS 

• BOOKS 

• JOURNAL ARTICLES 

• WEB SOURCES 

 

ANNEXUREI: 

ANNEXUREII: 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 3 Issue 7 | Oct 2026 

 

ISSN: 2582-6433 

 
 

 

Page | 1065  

 

 

 

Abstract 

Religion and family background continue to play a significant role in shaping personal laws in 

India, particularly under Hindu, Muslim, Christian, and Parsi legal systems. Personal laws 

govern matters such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption, guardianship, and succession, 

and they are deeply rooted in religious customs, traditions, and social norms. While these laws 

were designed to preserve religious identity and community autonomy, they also create several 

legal challenges in a modern constitutional democracy committed to equality, secularism, and 

justice.¹ 

One of the major challenges arises from the conflict between religious conventions and 

fundamental rights guaranteed under the Constitution of India. Practices justified on religious 

grounds sometimes discriminate on the basis of gender, caste, legitimacy of birth, or family 

lineage. For instance, unequal inheritance rights, restrictions on interfaith marriage, and 

limitations on divorce remedies often place women and children in a disadvantaged position. 

Courts have repeatedly been called upon to balance freedom of religion under Article 25 with the 

principles of equality under Articles 14 and 15.² 

Family background also influences legal rights under personal laws. Legitimacy of children, 

status of adopted children, rights of stepchildren, conversion of religion, and recognition of 

marriages across communities often depend upon the family structure and religious identity of the 

parties. This creates uncertainty and inconsistency, especially in cases involving mixed 

marriages, live-in relationships, second marriages, or succession disputes.³ In many instances, 

social stigma attached to caste, illegitimacy, or divorce further complicates access to justice. 

Under Hindu law, codified statutes such as the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 and Hindu Succession 

Act, 1956 introduced reforms, yet customary practices continue to influence disputes. 

Muslim law, largely uncodified in several areas, faces debates regarding polygamy, maintenance, 

and inheritance. Christian law has undergone reforms concerning divorce and succession, while 

Parsi law, though progressive in some respects, applies only to a small community and raises 

issues of identity and matrimonial jurisdiction.⁴ 

This study examines how religious conventions and family background operate as legal 

challenges within these personal law systems. It analyses the tension between tradition and 

constitutional morality, the role of the judiciary in reforming discriminatory practices, and the 

growing demand for a Uniform Civil Code or gender-just personal laws. The research concludes 

that while respect for religious diversity is essential, personal laws must evolve to uphold dignity, 

equality, and social justice in contemporary India.⁵ 
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Footnotes 

1. India Constitution of India, arts. 14, 15, 25. 

2. Shayara Bano v. Union of India (2017) 9 SCC 1. 

3. Sarla Mudgal v. Union of India (1995) 3 SCC 635. 

4. John Vallamattom v. Union of India (2003) 6 SCC 611. 

5. Indian Young Lawyers Association v. State of Kerala (2019) 11 SCC 1. 
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Introduction 

India is a pluralistic society where religion, culture, and family traditions strongly influence social 

life and legal relations. Unlike many countries that follow a single civil code for family matters, 

India recognizes multiple personal law systems applicable to different religious communities. 

Hindu, Muslim, Christian, and Parsi laws regulate important aspects of life such as marriage, 

divorce, maintenance, adoption, guardianship, and inheritance. These personal laws are 

historically derived from religious scriptures, customs, and colonial legislation, and they 

continue to shape the legal identity of millions of citizens.6 

Religious conventions often serve as the foundation of personal laws. They preserve the customs, 

rituals, and moral values of each community and are seen as an expression of religious freedom. 

However, in a constitutional democracy based on equality and secularism, certain traditional 

practices have come under judicial scrutiny. Some rules relating to succession, divorce, 

remarriage, guardianship, and women’s rights have been challenged for being discriminatory or 

inconsistent with constitutional principles. Courts in India have repeatedly examined the extent 

to which religious autonomy can coexist with the guarantees of equality, dignity, and liberty.7 

Family background is another important factor that creates legal challenges under personal laws. 

Rights and obligations frequently depend upon the status of a person within the family, such as 

whether one is a legitimate child, adopted child, widow, divorced spouse, stepchild, or member of 

a joint family. In several cases, caste identity, lineage, conversion, and legitimacy of birth have 

historically affected property rights and matrimonial status. Such classifications often lead to 

disputes and unequal treatment, especially where modern family structures do not fit traditional 

legal categories.8 

Under Hindu law, legislative reforms such as the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 and Hindu 

Succession Act, 1956 attempted to modernize traditional norms, yet issues concerning 

coparcenary rights, customary marriages, and caste-based barriers persisted for decades. Muslim 

law has raised debates regarding talaq, maintenance, polygamy, and inheritance shares. Christian 

personal law historically contained restrictive divorce provisions and unequal succession rules, 

while Parsi law, though comparatively limited in scope, presents questions of community 

identity, marriage, and jurisdiction.9 

The interaction between religion and family background becomes particularly complex in 

interfaith marriages, conversion cases, adoption disputes, and succession conflicts. Social 

change, urbanization, women’s education, and constitutional awareness have increased demands 

for reform in personal laws. The judiciary has therefore played a major role in balancing respect 

for religious diversity with the need to secure justice and gender equality.10 
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This study examines religious convention and family background as continuing legal challenges 

under Hindu, Muslim, Christian, and Parsi laws. It seeks to understand how personal laws 

respond to constitutional values and whether existing legal frameworks adequately address the 

realities of contemporary Indian society. 

 

 

Footnotes 

6. India Constitution of India, arts. 25–28. 

7. Shayara Bano v. Union of India (2017) 9 SCC 1. 

8. Vineeta Sharma v. Rakesh Sharma (2020) 9 SCC 1. 

9. John Vallamattom v. Union of India (2003) 6 SCC 611. 

10. Sarla Mudgal v. Union of India (1995) 3 SCC 635. 
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Background of the Study 

The system of personal laws in India developed through a combination of ancient religious norms, 

customary practices, and colonial governance. During British rule, family matters were largely 

left to the respective communities, resulting in separate legal systems for Hindus, Muslims, 

Christians, and Parsis. After independence, India adopted a Constitution committed to 

secularism, equality, and social justice, but personal laws were largely retained. This created a 

unique legal structure in which citizens are governed by different family laws depending upon 

religion.11 

Historically, personal laws were intended to protect community identity and religious autonomy. 

However, many of these laws reflected patriarchal social structures where authority was 

concentrated in male members of the family. Women often faced limitations in matters of divorce, 

maintenance, guardianship, and inheritance. Children born outside marriage or from inter-

community unions also encountered legal disadvantages. Family background therefore became 

a decisive factor in determining rights under personal laws.12 

In post-independence India, several reforms were introduced. Hindu law was codified and 

modernized in the 1950s. Christian divorce law was amended to provide more equitable 

remedies. Judicial intervention addressed issues such as triple talaq and discriminatory 

succession rules. Yet complete uniformity has not been achieved, and many disputes continue to 

arise due to conflicting religious customs and evolving social realities.13 

The study gains importance because Indian society today is increasingly diverse and mobile. 

Interfaith marriages, nuclear families, adoption across communities, and recognition of women’s 

autonomy challenge traditional assumptions embedded in personal laws. At the same time, any 

reform proposal must carefully balance constitutional values with respect for religious 

sentiments.14 

Therefore, examining religious convention and family background as legal challenges is 

necessary to understand whether the present personal law system promotes justice, equality, and 

legal certainty in a modern democratic society. 

 

Footnotes 

11. The Constituent Assembly Debates Vol. VII. 

12. Mulla Principles of Hindu Law. 

13. Indian Young Lawyers Association v. State of Kerala (2019) 11 SCC 1. 

14. B. R. Ambedkar speeches on Uniform Civil Code and reform. 
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Statement of Problem 

India follows a pluralistic system of personal laws in which matters relating to marriage, divorce, 

succession, guardianship, maintenance, and family relations are governed by different legal 

frameworks applicable to Hindus, Muslims, Christians, and Paris. These laws were originally 

developed to preserve religious customs and community identity. However, in contemporary 

society, the continued application of religion-based personal laws has created several legal and 

social challenges. Differences in legal rights and remedies among communities often result in 

inconsistency, inequality, and uncertainty in the administration of justice.15 

One of the central problems is that many personal law rules are influenced by traditional religious 

conventions that may not always align with constitutional values of equality, dignity, and non-

discrimination. Certain customs relating to inheritance, divorce, guardianship, remarriage, and 

women’s rights have been criticized for favouring patriarchal family structures and limiting 

individual autonomy. As society evolves, conflicts increasingly arise between age-old religious 

practices and the modern legal expectation of equal treatment for all citizens.16 

Family background also remains a significant source of legal difficulty. The status of a person 

as legitimate or illegitimate child, adopted child, widow, divorced spouse, stepchild, convert, or 

member of a particular caste or lineage may affect rights under personal laws. Such distinctions 

can lead to exclusion from property rights, denial of marital recognition, or unequal access to 

remedies. In modern India, where interfaith marriages, live-in relationships, blended families, 

and non-traditional households are becoming more common, many personal laws fail to 

adequately address changing family realities.17 

Another serious issue is the lack of uniformity among different personal laws. Similar family 

disputes may receive different legal treatment depending solely on the religion of the parties 

involved. This creates confusion and raises questions about fairness in a secular democratic state. 

Judicial intervention has often become necessary to strike down discriminatory practices or 

interpret personal laws in line with constitutional principles, but case-by-case reform cannot fully 

resolve systemic inconsistencies.18 

The problem therefore lies in balancing respect for religious freedom and cultural diversity with 

the constitutional mandate of justice, equality, and gender fairness. There is a pressing need to 

examine whether existing Hindu, Muslim, Christian, and Parsi personal laws sufficiently protect 

individual rights while preserving legitimate religious traditions. This study seeks to analyse how 

religious convention and family background continue to operate as legal challenges and what 

reforms may be necessary to create a more just and equitable family law system in India.19 
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Footnotes 

15. India Constitution of India, arts. 14, 15, 25. 

16. Shayara Bano v. Union of India (2017) 9 SCC 1. 

17. Vineeta Sharma v. Rakesh Sharma (2020) 9 SCC 1. 

18. Sarla Mudgal v. Union of India (1995) 3 SCC 635. 

19. B. R. Ambedkar debates on Uniform Civil Code and personal law reform. 
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Research Questions 

How do religious conventions influence the operation of personal laws relating to marriage, 

divorce, succession, adoption, and guardianship under Hindu, Muslim, Christian, and Parsi legal 

systems in India? 

To what extent does family background, including legitimacy, caste, lineage, adoption, 

conversion, and marital status, affect legal rights and obligations under these personal laws? 

How far are the provisions of Hindu, Muslim, Christian, and Parsi personal laws consistent with 

the constitutional principles of equality, dignity, secularism, and non-discrimination guaranteed 

under the Constitution of India? 

What role has the judiciary, particularly the Supreme Court of India and various High Courts, 

played in resolving conflicts between religious conventions, family background, and fundamental 

rights? 

What legal reforms or policy measures are necessary to address the challenges arising from 

religion-based personal laws while balancing religious freedom and social justice in 

contemporary India? 

 

Hypotheses 

Hypothesis 1 

Religious conventions continue to play a decisive role in shaping the personal laws of Hindus, 

Muslims, Christians, and Parsis in India, particularly in matters relating to marriage, divorce, 

succession, adoption, and guardianship, thereby creating distinct legal standards for different 

communities. 

Hypothesis 2 

 

Family background factors such as legitimacy, caste, lineage, adoption, conversion, and marital 

status significantly influence the legal rights and obligations of individuals under Hindu, Muslim, 

Christian, and Parsi personal laws, often resulting in unequal treatment. 

Hypothesis 3 

Certain provisions of Hindu, Muslim, Christian, and Parsi personal laws are inconsistent with the 

constitutional principles of equality, dignity, secularism, and non-discrimination guaranteed 

under the Constitution of India. 

Hypothesis 4 

The Supreme Court of India and various High Courts have played an active and transformative 

role in interpreting personal laws to harmonize religious conventions with fundamental rights 
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and constitutional values. 

Hypothesis 5 

Comprehensive legal reforms and progressive policy measures are necessary to remove 

discriminatory practices in religion-based personal laws while maintaining an appropriate 

balance between religious freedom and social justice in contemporary India. 

 

Objectives of the Study 

To examine the influence of religious conventions on the functioning of personal laws relating to 

marriage, divorce, succession, adoption, and guardianship under Hindu, Muslim, Christian, and 

Parsi legal systems in India. 

To analyse the impact of family background factors such as legitimacy, caste, lineage, adoption, 

conversion, and marital status on the legal rights and obligations of individuals under different 

personal laws. 

To evaluate the consistency of Hindu, Muslim, Christian, and Parsi personal laws with the 

constitutional principles of equality, dignity, secularism, and non-discrimination guaranteed 

under the Constitution of India. 

To study the role of the Supreme Court of India and various High Courts in resolving conflicts 

between personal laws, religious customs, family background, and fundamental rights. 

To suggest suitable legal reforms and policy measures for ensuring justice, gender equality, and 

harmony between religious freedom and constitutional values in contemporary India. 

Significance of the Study 

This study is significant because personal laws continue to govern important aspects of family 

life for millions of people in India. Matters such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption, and 

guardianship directly affect the social and economic status of individuals. Therefore, 

understanding the legal challenges arising from religious conventions and family background is 

essential for ensuring fairness and justice. 

The study is important in highlighting how certain traditional practices under Hindu, Muslim, 

Christian, and Parsi laws may conflict with modern constitutional values such as equality, dignity, 

liberty, and secularism. It helps to identify discriminatory provisions that may adversely affect 

women, children, and vulnerable groups within society. 

This research is also significant because it examines the role of courts, especially the Supreme 

Court of India and High Courts, in protecting fundamental rights while respecting religious 

diversity. Judicial decisions have become an important source of reform in personal law matters. 

Further, the study contributes to academic and legal discourse on the need for reform of personal 
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laws, including debates surrounding gender justice, family rights, and the possibility of a Uniform 

Civil Code. It provides useful insights for lawmakers, researchers, legal practitioners, and policy 

makers. 

Finally, the study is socially relevant because Indian society is changing rapidly through 

urbanization, education, interfaith marriages, and evolving family structures. A critical analysis 

of existing personal laws can help create a more inclusive and just legal system suited to 

contemporary social realities. 

Review of Literature 

The subject of religious convention and family background as legal challenges under Hindu, 

Muslim, Christian, and Parsi laws has attracted considerable academic attention in India. 

Scholars, jurists, and law reform bodies have examined the relationship between personal laws, 

constitutional principles, gender justice, and social change. Existing literature reveals that while 

personal laws were historically designed to preserve religious identity and community autonomy, 

they often create legal complexities in a modern democratic society committed to equality and 

secularism. 

Early legal scholars such as D. F. Mulla in Principles of Hindu Law discussed the structure of 

Hindu family law, joint family property, adoption, marriage, and succession. His work remains 

an authoritative source for understanding traditional Hindu legal principles and their later 

statutory reforms. The codification of Hindu law through statutes such as the Hindu Marriage 

Act, 1955 and Hindu Succession Act, 1956 has been widely analysed as a major step toward 

modernization, though scholars note that customary practices and patriarchal norms continued 

to influence implementation. 

In relation to Muslim law, writers such as Mulla and Tahir Mahmood have examined marriage, 

divorce, maintenance, guardianship, and inheritance under Islamic jurisprudence. Tahir 

Mahmood particularly argued for progressive reinterpretation of Muslim personal law in 

harmony with constitutional values. Literature after the judgment in Shayara Bano v. Union of 

India focused on gender justice, arbitrary divorce, and the scope of judicial intervention in 

religious matters. 

Christian personal law has also been studied in connection with colonial legal history and reform. 

Scholars have examined the Indian Divorce Act, 1869 and the Indian Succession Act, 1925, 

highlighting how earlier provisions imposed unequal burdens on women seeking divorce and 

succession rights. The decision in John Vallamattom v. Union of India received scholarly 

attention for striking down discriminatory provisions affecting Christian charitable bequests. 

Literature concerning Parsi law is comparatively limited because it applies to a smaller 
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community. However, studies on the Parsi Marriage and Divorce Act, 1936 discuss matrimonial 

jurisdiction, community identity, and the unique structure of Parsi matrimonial courts. Scholars 

have also examined questions of conversion, excommunication, and inheritance within the Parsi 

community. 

Several constitutional scholars such as H. M. Seervai and Upendra Baxi analysed the tension 

between personal laws and fundamental rights under Articles 14, 15, 21, and 25 of the 

Constitution of India. They debated whether personal laws should be immune from constitutional 

scrutiny or subject to equality standards. 

This debate intensified through cases involving maintenance, women’s inheritance rights, temple 

entry, and marriage freedom. 

The role of the judiciary has been extensively discussed in literature surrounding landmark 

decisions such as Mohd. Ahmed Khan v. Shah Bano Begum, Sarla Mudgal v. Union of India, 

Vineeta Sharma v. Rakesh Sharma, and Shayara Bano 

v. Union of India. These writings show how courts have attempted to harmonize religious 

freedom with constitutional morality and gender equality. 

Sociological literature further highlights the role of family background in determining legal 

rights. Researchers have studied how legitimacy of birth, caste status, adoption, lineage, 

widowhood, divorce, and conversion influence access to property, maintenance, and marital 

recognition. Modern family structures such as interfaith marriages, single-parent households, and 

live-in relationships have exposed gaps in traditional personal laws. 

The literature also addresses the debate on the Uniform Civil Code under Article 44 of the 

Constitution. Some scholars support a common civil law to promote equality and national 

integration, while others argue that reform should come internally within each community to 

preserve pluralism and religious freedom. 

Overall, the reviewed literature demonstrates that personal laws remain a contested field where 

religion, family identity, constitutional rights, and social reform intersect. However, there 

remains a need for comparative and contemporary research focusing specifically on how 

religious convention and family background continue to operate as practical legal challenges 

across Hindu, Muslim, Christian, and Parsi laws in present-day India. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

This study is based on an interdisciplinary theoretical framework combining legal pluralism, 

constitutionalism, feminist legal theory, and sociological jurisprudence. These theories help in 

understanding how religious convention and family background function as legal challenges 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 3 Issue 7 | Oct 2026 

 

ISSN: 2582-6433 

 
 

 

Page | 1076  

 

 

 

under Hindu, Muslim, Christian, and Parsi personal laws in India. 

The primary framework is legal pluralism, which recognizes the coexistence of multiple legal 

systems within one nation. In India, personal laws applicable to different religious communities 

operate alongside the general legal system of the State. Hindu, Muslim, Christian, and Parsi laws 

regulate family matters such as marriage, divorce, succession, adoption, and guardianship. Legal 

pluralism explains how separate religious laws continue to exist within a constitutional 

democracy and how conflicts arise when community-based norms differ from universal legal 

standards. 

The second framework is constitutionalism, which emphasizes the supremacy of the Constitution 

and protection of fundamental rights. The Constitution of India guarantees equality, dignity, 

liberty, secularism, and non-discrimination under Articles 14, 15, 21, and 25. This framework is 

relevant because personal laws are increasingly examined through the lens of constitutional 

morality. Judicial decisions of the Supreme Court of India and High Courts have sought to 

harmonize religious freedom with gender justice and individual rights. 

The third framework is feminist legal theory, which analyses how law may reinforce patriarchal 

power structures. Many personal law rules historically favored male authority in matters of 

marriage, divorce, guardianship, and inheritance. This theory helps assess whether women under 

Hindu, Muslim, Christian, and Parsi laws enjoy equal legal status or continue to face structural 

discrimination. It also supports the demand for gender-sensitive reforms. 

The fourth framework is sociological jurisprudence, associated with the idea that law must 

respond to changing social realities. Indian society has witnessed urbanization, education, 

interfaith marriages, nuclear families, and evolving gender roles. Traditional personal laws based 

on lineage, caste, legitimacy, and family background may not adequately address these modern 

realities. This theory therefore supports the need to adapt law according to contemporary social 

needs. Thus, the study uses these combined theories to analyse the tension between religious 

autonomy and constitutional equality, between traditional family structures and modern social 

change, and between community identity and individual rights. The framework enables a 

balanced understanding of whether existing personal laws remain just, relevant, and consistent 

with democratic values in modern India. 

 

RELIGIOUS CONVENTION & FAMILY BACKGROUN AS LEGAL CHALLENGES 

UNDER (MIND MAP) 

HINDU • MUSLIM • CHRISTIAN • PARSI LAWS IN INDIA 

│ 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 3 Issue 7 | Oct 2026 

 

ISSN: 2582-6433 

 
 

 

Page | 1077  

 

 

 

───────────────────────────────────────────── 

───────────────────────────────── 

 

│ 

 

 

┌──────────────────────┬───────────────────── 

─┬──────────────────────┐ 

│ │ │ │ 

▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ 

 

1. RELIGIOUS  2. FAMILY 3. CONSTITUTIONAL 4. 

JUDICIAL 

CONVENTIONS 

  

 

BACKGROUND 

 

 

PRINCIPLES 

 

 

ROLE 

│ │ │ │  

│ │ │ │ 

• Marriage rites • Legitimacy • Equality (Art.14) • Supreme Court 

• Divorce customs • Caste status • Non-discrimination • High Courts 

• Succession rules • Lineage • Dignity • Judicial Review 

• Adoption norms • Adoption status • Secularism • Interpretation 

• Guardianship • Conversion • Liberty • Social Justice 

 

│ │ │ │ 

 

└──────────────┬───────┴──────────────┬────── 

─┴──────────────┬──────┘ 

│ │ │ 

▼ ▼ ▼ 

5. PERSONAL LAW SYSTEMS IN INDIA 

│ 

 

┌───────────────┼────────────────┬─────────── 

─────┬───────────────┐ 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 3 Issue 7 | Oct 2026 

 

ISSN: 2582-6433 

 
 

 

Page | 1078  

 

 

 

│ │ │ │ │ 

▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ 

 

HINDU LAW MUSLIM LAW CHRISTIAN LAW PARSI LAW 

• Marriage • Nikah • Marriage • Marriage 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 3 Issue 7 | Oct 2026 

 

ISSN: 2582-6433 

 
 

 

Page | 1079  

 

 

 

 

• Adoption • Talaq • Divorce • Divorce 

• Succession • Inheritance • Succession • Succession 

• Coparcenary • Maintenance • Maintenance • Community rights 

│    

 

▼ 

6. LEGAL CHALLENGES 

│ 

• Gender inequality 

• Conflict between religion & rights 

• Interfaith marriage disputes 

• Property conflicts 

• Guardianship issues 

• Discrimination based on family status 

• Lack of uniformity among laws 

│ 

▼ 

 

7. REFORMS / SOLUTIONS 

│ 

• Amend discriminatory provisions 

• Gender-just personal laws 

• Constitutional interpretation 

• Awareness & legal access 

• Uniform Civil Code debate 

• Balance religion + social justice 

 

Research Methodology: 

The present study adopts a doctrinal research methodology to examine religious convention and 

family background as legal challenges under Hindu, Muslim, Christian, and Parsi personal laws 

in India. Doctrinal research is appropriate because the study primarily focuses on analysing 
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existing legal principles, statutory provisions, judicial precedents, constitutional norms, and 

scholarly interpretations relating to personal laws and family rights. The research is descriptive, 

analytical, and comparative in nature. 

The study is based mainly on secondary sources of data. Primary legal materials include the 

Constitution of India, statutes such as the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, Hindu Succession Act, 

1956, Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937, Indian Christian Marriage Act, 

1872, Indian Divorce Act, 1869, Indian Succession Act, 1925, and the Parsi Marriage and 

Divorce Act, 1936. Important judgments delivered by the Supreme Court of India and various 

High Courts have also been examined to understand the judicial approach toward conflicts 

between personal laws and constitutional rights. 

Secondary sources consist of textbooks, commentaries, law journals, research articles, 

commission reports, policy papers, and academic writings relating to family law, constitutional 

law, gender justice, secularism, and legal reform. Relevant online legal databases, government 

publications, and reliable scholarly resources are also referred to for updated legal developments. 

The research follows an analytical approach by critically examining how religious customs 

influence marriage, divorce, succession, adoption, and guardianship across different 

communities. It also studies the extent to which family background factors such as legitimacy, 

caste, lineage, adoption, conversion, and marital status affect individual rights under personal 

laws. 

A comparative method is used to compare the legal position under Hindu, Muslim, Christian, 

and Parsi laws in order to identify similarities, differences, and discriminatory practices. The 

study further evaluates whether these laws conform to constitutional principles of equality, 

dignity, secularism, and non-discrimination. 

Judicial decisions are interpreted to understand the role of courts in reconciling religious freedom 

with fundamental rights. Landmark cases concerning maintenance, inheritance, divorce, 

women’s rights, and interfaith marriage are considered to assess the transformative role of the 

judiciary. 

The scope of the study is limited to personal laws recognized and applicable in India. Criminal 

law and purely customary tribal laws are outside the present analysis unless directly connected 

to family law issues. 

Thus, the chosen methodology enables a systematic and comprehensive examination of personal 

law systems and helps in suggesting reforms to promote justice, gender equality, and harmony 

between religious freedom and constitutional values in contemporary India. 
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Historical Background 

The relationship between religious conventions, family background, and personal laws in India 

has deep historical roots shaped by centuries of social, cultural, and colonial influences. 

Traditionally, Indian society has been organized around religion, caste, and kinship systems, 

which played a central role in governing family matters such as marriage, inheritance, and 

succession. Each religious community—Hindu, Muslim, Christian, and Parsi—developed its 

own set of personal laws based on scriptures, customs, and long-standing traditions. 

During ancient and medieval periods, these personal laws were largely uncodified and guided by 

religious texts like the Dharmashastras for Hindus and Sharia principles for Muslims. Family 

background, including caste, lineage, and legitimacy of birth, strongly influenced social status 

and legal rights. Marriage alliances were often arranged within the same caste or community to 

preserve social hierarchy and cultural identity. 

The colonial era, particularly under British rule, marked a turning point. The British 

administration chose not to interfere deeply in religious matters and instead formalized personal 

laws by recognizing and codifying them separately for different communities. This led to the 

institutionalization of religious distinctions in legal systems. For example, Hindu and Muslim 

personal laws were applied based on religious identity, while Christian and Parsi laws were 

governed by specific statutes. However, this approach also reinforced existing inequalities, 

especially concerning women, illegitimate children, and those who converted between religions. 

After independence in 1947, India adopted a secular Constitution that guarantees equality, non-

discrimination, and freedom of religion. Despite this, personal laws continued to operate 

separately, creating a complex legal framework. Reform efforts, such as the Hindu Code Bills in 

the 1950s, attempted to modernize and promote gender equality within Hindu law, but similar 

comprehensive reforms have not been uniformly applied across all religions. 

Over time, the judiciary has played a significant role in addressing conflicts between fundamental 

rights and personal laws. Courts have increasingly emphasized constitutional values like equality 

and dignity, sometimes challenging traditional practices rooted in religious conventions and 

family background. 

Today, issues such as caste-based marriage restrictions, legitimacy of birth, adoption rights, and 

complications arising from religious conversion highlight the continuing tension between 

tradition and modern legal principles. This historical evolution explains why religious convention 

and family background remain important legal challenges under personal laws in India. 

 

Key Case Laws on Personal Laws, Religion & Family Background in India: 
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1. Mohd. Ahmed Khan v. Shah Bano Begum (1985) 

Citation: AIR 1985 SC 945 

Facts: A Muslim woman claimed maintenance under Section 125 CrPC after divorce. 

Issue: Whether Muslim personal law overrides statutory right to maintenance. 

Judgment: Supreme Court granted maintenance, prioritizing secular law over personal law. 

Significance: Triggered debate on gender justice vs religious freedom. Footnote: ¹ AIR 

1985 SC 945 

2. Sarla Mudgal v. Union of India (1995) 

Citation: AIR 1995 SC 1531 

Facts: Hindu men converted to Islam to practice polygamy. 

Issue: Whether conversion permits second marriage without dissolving the first. Judgment: Court 

held second marriage invalid; conversion cannot be misused. Significance: Highlighted misuse 

of religious conversion in marriage. 

Footnote: ² AIR 1995 SC 1531 

3. Shayara Bano v. Union of India (2017) 

Citation: (2017) 9 SCC 1 

Facts: Challenge to instant triple talaq (talaq-e-biddat). Issue: 

Whether triple talaq violates constitutional rights. Judgment: Declared 

unconstitutional. 

Significance: Major reform in Muslim personal law and gender equality. Footnote: ³ 

(2017) 9 SCC 1 

4. John Vallamattom v. Union of India (2003) 

Citation: (2003) 6 SCC 611 

Facts: Christian priest challenged restrictions on property donation. Issue: Whether 

Section 118 of Indian Succession Act is discriminatory. Judgment: Struck down as 

unconstitutional. 

Significance: Equality in Christian succession law. Footnote: ⁴ (2003) 

6 SCC 611 

5. Danial Latifi v. Union of India (2001) 

Citation: (2001) 7 SCC 740 

Facts: Validity of Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Divorce) Act. Issue: Whether Act 

denies fair maintenance. 

Judgment: Interpreted law to ensure reasonable provision for divorced women. Significance: 

Balanced personal law with constitutional rights. 
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Footnote: ⁵ (2001) 7 SCC 740 

6. Githa Hariharan v. RBI (1999) 

Citation: (1999) 2 SCC 228 
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Facts: Mother challenged father's exclusive guardianship rights. Issue: 

Whether mother can be natural guardian. 

Judgment: Mother recognized as equal guardian. Significance: 

Gender equality in Hindu guardianship law. Footnote: ⁶ (1999) 2 SCC 

228 

7. Lata Singh v. State of UP (2006) 

Citation: (2006) 5 SCC 475 

Facts: Inter-caste marriage opposed by family. Issue: 

Whether such marriages are valid. 

Judgment: Court upheld right to marry freely. Significance: Caste 

cannot restrict marriage choice. Footnote: ⁷ (2006) 5 SCC 475 

8. Shafin Jahan v. Asokan K.M. (2018) (Hadiya Case) 

Citation: (2018) 16 SCC 368 

Facts: Woman converted and married a Muslim man. 

Issue: Whether court can annul marriage based on suspicion. Judgment: 

Upheld right to choose religion and spouse. 

Significance: Freedom of religion and marriage. Footnote: ⁸ 

(2018) 16 SCC 368 

9. Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India (2018) 

Citation: (2018) 10 SCC 1 

Facts: Challenge to Section 377 IPC. 

Issue: Whether criminalization of homosexuality violates rights. Judgment: 

Decriminalized same-sex relations. 

Significance: Expanded dignity and equality in personal relations. Footnote: ⁹ (2018) 

10 SCC 1 

10. Joseph Shine v. Union of India (2019) 

Citation: (2019) 3 SCC 39 

Facts: Challenge to adultery law. 

Issue: Whether adultery law discriminates against women. Judgment: 

Struck down as unconstitutional. 

Significance: Promoted gender equality in marriage. Footnote: ¹⁰ 

(2019) 3 SCC 39 

11. ABC v. State (NCT of Delhi) (2015) 

Citation: (2015) 10 SCC 1 
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Facts: Unwed mother sought guardianship without father's consent. Issue: Whether 

father's identity is mandatory. 

Judgment: Allowed mother sole guardianship. Significance: 

Legitimacy and rights of single mothers. Footnote: ¹¹ (2015) 10 SCC 1 

12. Revanasiddappa v. Mallikarjun (2011) 

Citation: (2011) 11 SCC 1 

Facts: Rights of children born out of void marriage. Issue: Whether 

illegitimate children can inherit property. 

Judgment: Recognized inheritance rights. 

Significance: Reduced discrimination based on legitimacy. Footnote: ¹² (2011) 

11 SCC 1 

13. Mary Roy v. State of Kerala (1986) 

Citation: AIR 1986 SC 1011 

Facts: Christian woman challenged unequal inheritance law. Issue: Whether 

Travancore law violated equality. 

Judgment: Granted equal inheritance rights. Significance: Gender 

justice in Christian succession. Footnote: ¹³ AIR 1986 SC 1011 

14. Indian Young Lawyers Association v. State of Kerala (2018) (Sabarimala Case) 

Citation: (2019) 11 SCC 1 

Facts: Women restricted from temple entry. 

Issue: Whether religious practice violates equality. Judgment: Ban 

declared unconstitutional. 

Significance: Religion vs constitutional morality debate. Footnote: ¹⁴ 

(2019) 11 SCC 1 

15. Pannalal Bansilal v. State of Andhra Pradesh (1996) 

Citation: (1996) 2 SCC 498 

Facts: Challenge to gradual reform of personal laws. Issue: Whether 

uniform reform is mandatory. 

Judgment: Court supported gradual reform. Significance: 

Approach towards Uniform Civil Code. Footnote: ¹⁵ (1996) 2 SCC 

498 

FootNotes: 

20. Mohd. Ahmed Khan v. Shah Bano Begum (1985) 

Citation: AIR 1985 SC 945 
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21. Sarla Mudgal v. Union of India (1995) 

Citation: AIR 1995 SC 1531 

22. Shayara Bano v. Union of India (2017) 

Citation: (2017) 9 SCC 1 

23. John Vallamattom v. Union of India (2003) 

Citation: (2003) 6 SCC 611 

24. Danial Latifi v. Union of India (2001) 

Citation: (2001) 7 SCC 740 

25. Githa Hariharan v. RBI (1999) 

Citation: (1999) 2 SCC 228 

26. Lata Singh v. State of UP (2006) 

Citation: (2006) 5 SCC 475 

27. Shafin Jahan v. Asokan K.M. (2018) (Hadiya Case) 

Citation: (2018) 16 SCC 368 

28. Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India (2018) 

Citation: (2018) 10 SCC 1 

29. Joseph Shine v. Union of India (2019) 

Citation: (2019) 3 SCC 39 

30. ABC v. State (NCT of Delhi) (2015) 

Citation: (2015) 10 SCC 1 

31. Revanasiddappa v. Mallikarjun (2011) 

Citation: (2011) 11 SCC 1 

32. Mary Roy v. State of Kerala (1986) 

Citation: AIR 1986 SC 1011 

33. Indian Young Lawyers Association v. State of Kerala (2018) (Sabarimala Case) 

Citation: (2019) 11 SCC 1 

34. Pannalal Bansilal v. State of Andhra Pradesh (1996) 

Citation: (1996) 2 SCC 498 
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DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 

1. Introduction 

This chapter presents a detailed analysis and interpretation of the data collected through a 

structured questionnaire administered via Google Forms. The objective of this analysis is to 

examine public opinion on the interplay between religious conventions, family background, and 

personal laws in India, along with the role of the judiciary and the need for legal reforms. 

The responses have been analyzed using descriptive statistical tools, including percentage 

analysis, frequency distribution, and graphical interpretation. The findings are organized into 

five parts corresponding to the structure of the questionnaire: 

Part A: Demographic Profile Part B: 

Religious Conventions Part C: 

Personal Law Practices Part D: 

Family Background Part E: Judiciary 

and Reforms 

2. Part A – Demographic Analysis 

The demographic profile of respondents plays a crucial role in understanding the context of the 

data. 

2.1 Age Distribution 

The majority of respondents fall within the younger age group (18–25 years), indicating that the 

study largely reflects the perceptions of youth. This demographic is generally more aware of 

constitutional values and social reforms, which may influence their responses toward progressive 

legal changes. 

2.2 Educational Qualification 

Most respondents possess undergraduate or postgraduate qualifications. This suggests a 

relatively informed sample group capable of understanding legal and social issues related to 

personal laws. 

2.3 Social Background 

The respondents come from diverse social and religious backgrounds, ensuring a broad 

representation of perspectives. This diversity strengthens the reliability of the findings. 

3. Part B – Religious Conventions and Legal Reform 

This section examines whether respondents believe that religious freedom and legal reform can 

coexist. 

3.1 Coexistence of Religious Freedom and Legal Reform 

A significant majority of respondents expressed the view that religious freedom and legal reform 
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can coexist. This indicates a growing acceptance of the idea that traditional religious practices can 

be harmonized with modern constitutional principles. 

However, a smaller segment of respondents expressed skepticism, suggesting that legal reforms 

may interfere with religious autonomy. This highlights the ongoing tension between Article 25 

(freedom of religion) and constitutional values of equality and justice. 

Interpretation 

The data reflects a balanced yet progressive outlook, where most individuals support reform but 

remain cautious about preserving religious identity. 

4. Part C – Influence of Religion on Personal Laws 

This section explores how religious conventions shape personal laws in India. 

4.1 Role of Religion in Personal Laws 

The majority of respondents acknowledged that religion continues to play a significant role in 

governing personal laws such as marriage, divorce, succession, adoption, and guardianship. 

This is consistent with the Indian legal system, where personal laws are largely religion-based: 

Hindu law (codified statutes) Muslim 

law (Sharia principles) 

Christian and Parsi laws (statutory frameworks) Interpretation 

The findings confirm that religion remains deeply embedded in legal practices, particularly in 

family law matters. 

5. Part D – Family Background and Legal Rights 

This section analyzes how family background factors influence legal rights. 

5.1 Caste and Marriage Decisions 

A majority of respondents agreed that caste still influences marriage decisions in India. Despite 

legal provisions allowing inter-caste marriages, social practices continue to prioritize caste-based 

alliances. 

Interpretation 

This highlights the persistence of traditional social structures, even in the face of constitutional 

guarantees of equality. 

5.2 Legitimacy of Birth and Inheritance 

Responses indicate a divided opinion on whether legitimacy of birth should affect inheritance 

rights. While many support equal rights regardless of birth status, some still adhere to traditional 

views. 

Interpretation 

This reflects a transition phase in society, where modern legal principles are gradually replacing 
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traditional norms. 

5.3 Rights of Adopted Children 

An overwhelming majority of respondents support equal legal rights for adopted children. This 

aligns with statutory provisions and reflects a progressive attitude toward child welfare. 

Interpretation 

There is strong societal acceptance of adoption as equivalent to biological parenthood in legal 

terms. 

5.4 Conversion and Legal Complications 

Most respondents believe that conversion of religion creates legal complications, particularly in 

marriage and succession. 

Interpretation 

This highlights inconsistencies in personal laws and the challenges arising from multiple legal 

systems based on religion. 

6. Part E – Judiciary and Legal Reforms 

This section evaluates public perception of the judiciary and the need for reforms. 

6.1 Role of the Supreme Court 

A majority of respondents believe that the Supreme Court of India has played a crucial role in 

protecting individual rights under personal laws. 

Interpretation 

The judiciary is widely perceived as a guardian of constitutional values, especially in 

cases involving gender justice and equality. 

6.2 Role of High Courts 

Respondents generally view High Courts as effective in resolving family law disputes. 

However, some uncertainty exists regarding consistency in judgments. 

Interpretation 

While High Courts are trusted, there is scope for improving uniformity in decision-

making. 

6.3 Need for Legal Reforms 

Most respondents support the amendment of discriminatory provisions in personal laws. This 

reflects awareness of inequalities, particularly those affecting women and marginalized groups. 

Interpretation 

There is a clear demand for reforms that align personal laws with constitutional principles. 

6.4 Gender Equality in Personal Laws 

An overwhelming majority strongly supports gender equality reforms across all personal laws. 
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Interpretation 

This indicates a significant shift toward recognizing women’s rights and eliminating gender-

based discrimination. 

6.5 Uniform Civil Code (UCC) 

Responses to the question on UCC are divided. While many support a uniform legal framework, 

others express concerns about its impact on religious freedom. 

Interpretation 

The debate on UCC remains complex, reflecting the need to balance legal uniformity and 

cultural diversity. 

7. Overall Findings 

Based on the analysis, the following key findings emerge: Religion continues 

to influence personal laws significantly. 

Family background factors such as caste and legitimacy still impact legal and social outcomes. 

There is strong support for gender equality and adoption rights. 

The judiciary plays a crucial role in promoting constitutional values. Society is 

divided on the issue of Uniform Civil Code. 

8. Conclusion 

The analysis reveals that Indian society is undergoing a gradual transformation. While traditional 

religious conventions and family structures continue to influence personal laws, there is a 

growing inclination toward constitutional ideals such as equality, dignity, and non-

discrimination. 

The judiciary has emerged as a key agent of change, bridging the gap between tradition and 

modernity. However, the diversity of opinions on issues like UCC highlights the need for careful 

and inclusive reforms. 

Ultimately, the findings suggest that religious freedom and legal reform can coexist, provided 

reforms are implemented in a manner that respects both individual rights and cultural diversity. 

 

 # ]¡    CHAPTER: DATA ANALYSIS WITH CHARTS 

Part B – Religious Freedom & Legal Reform 

Chart 1: Coexistence of Religious Freedom & Legal Reform Yes

 ██████████████████████ (Majority) Maybe

  ███████████ 

No █████ 

Not Sure ███ 
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Interpretation 

The chart clearly shows that a majority of respondents believe that religious freedom and legal 

reform can coexist. This reflects a progressive mindset where individuals support modernization 

without rejecting religious values. 

Part D – Family Background 

Chart 2: Caste Influence on Marriage 

Strongly Agree ███████████████ 

Agree ████████████████████ 

Disagree  ███████ 

Strongly Disagree ███ Interpretation 

The combined “Agree” and “Strongly Agree” responses dominate, indicating that caste continues 

to play a significant role in marriage decisions despite legal reforms. 

 

Chart 3: Legitimacy & Inheritance Rights Yes

 ████████████ 

No █████████████████ 

Maybe  ███████ 

Partly █████ 

Unsure  ███ 

Interpretation 

Responses are mixed, but a significant portion supports equal inheritance rights, showing a shift 

toward non-discriminatory legal principles. 

Chart 4: Adoption Rights 

Yes ███████████████████████ Partly

  ███████ 

No ███ Unsure 

██ Interpretation 

A clear majority supports equal legal rights for adopted children, reflecting strong acceptance of 

modern family structures 

Chart 5: Conversion & Legal Complications Yes

 █████████████████ 

Sometimes ███████████ 

Maybe ███████ 

No    ███ 
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Not Sure ██ 

Interpretation 

Most respondents believe that religious conversion creates legal complications, especially in 

marriage and succession. 

Part E – Judiciary & Reforms Chart 6: 

Role of Supreme Court 

Yes █████████████████████ Partly

  ████████ 

No ███ Unsure 

██ Interpretation 

The majority view the Supreme Court as a key protector of rights under personal laws. 

Chart 7: Role of High Courts 

Yes █████████████████ 

Sometimes ███████████ Maybe 

 ███████ 

No    ███ 

 

Unsure ██ 

Interpretation 

High Courts are generally perceived as effective, though some respondents show moderate 

confidence. 

 

Chart 8: Gender Equality in Personal Laws 

Strongly Agree ███████████████████████ Agree

 █████████████████ 

Disagree ███ 

Strongly Disagree ██ Interpretation 

There is overwhelming support for gender equality reforms, indicating a strong shift toward 

constitutional values. 

Chart 9: Uniform Civil Code (UCC) Yes

  ███████████████ 

Maybe  █████████████ No

 █████████ 

No Opinion ███ 
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Interpretation:The responses are divided, showing that while many support UCC, a significant 

number remain uncertain due to concerns about religious freedom. 
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FINAL ANALYTICAL INSIGHT WITH VISUAL SUPPORT:The charts collectively 

demonstrate that: 

Tradition vs Modernity → Society is transitioning Caste & 

family background → Still influential Judiciary → Highly 

trusted 

Gender equality → Strongly supported UCC → 

Debated and sensitive 

 

Findings of the Study: 

The analysis of responses collected through the survey reveals that religion continues to play a 

significant role in shaping individual identity, beliefs, and decision-making, especially among 

young respondents. A majority of participants identified themselves as religious and reported 

that they follow the same religion as their family, indicating the strong influence of family 

background on religious affiliation. This aligns with broader Indian trends where religion is 

largely transmitted through family and upbringing rather than formal education. 

Pew Research Center 

The data further indicates that while respondents respect their religion, many do not strictly 

follow all religious rules. Instead, they selectively adopt practices based on personal reasoning. 

This reflects a shift toward individual interpretation of religion rather than rigid adherence. 

Another important finding is that family expectations strongly influence major life decisions 

such as marriage. Many respondents expressed a preference for marrying within the same 

religion, highlighting the continuing relevance of religious endogamy in India. However, a 

significant portion showed openness to interfaith relationships, suggesting gradual social change. 

The survey also highlights a conflict between religion and scientific reasoning. While some 

respondents prioritize scientific facts, others continue to hold religious beliefs even when they 

contradict scientific knowledge, indicating a dual belief system. 

Additionally, responses suggest that religion is seen both as a source of emotional comfort and as 

a cultural identity. At the same time, several participants expressed concerns that excessive 

importance given to religion in India may lead to social divisions and hinder national progress. 

Overall, the findings demonstrate a complex relationship between religion, family background, and 

individual autonomy, where traditional values coexist with modern, independent thinking. 

 

Conclusion of the Study: 

In conclusion, the study establishes that religious conventions and family background remain 
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powerful forces influencing personal beliefs, lifestyle choices, and social interactions in India. 

Religion is not merely a matter of faith but also an integral part of cultural identity and social 

structure. 

The findings indicate that while younger generations are becoming more flexible and open-

minded, they are still deeply rooted in family traditions. This duality creates a balance between 

tradition and modernity, where individuals negotiate their beliefs rather than completely rejecting 

or fully accepting religious norms. 

The study also highlights the continuing impact of religion on key areas such as marriage, 

morality, and daily practices. Despite increasing exposure to education and scientific thinking, 

religion continues to coexist with rational perspectives rather than being replaced by them. 

However, the research also points to certain challenges. The strong influence of religion and 

family expectations can limit individual freedom, especially in decisions like marriage and 

lifestyle choices. Moreover, excessive emphasis on religion may contribute to social divisions 

and conflicts in a diverse country like India. 

Therefore, while religion remains a unifying cultural force, there is a growing need to promote 

secular values, tolerance, and individual autonomy. Balancing religious traditions with 

constitutional principles of equality and freedom is essential for social harmony and national 

development. 

 

Suggestions: 

Based on the findings of the study, the following suggestions are proposed: 

Firstly, there is a need to promote awareness about individual rights and freedom of choice, 

especially in matters related to religion and marriage. Educational institutions should play an 

active role in encouraging critical thinking and independent decision-making among students. 

Secondly, efforts should be made to create a balance between religious traditions and modern 

values. While respecting cultural practices, individuals should be encouraged to question 

practices that restrict equality or personal freedom. 

Thirdly, interfaith understanding and tolerance should be promoted through awareness programs, 

workshops, and community interactions. This can help reduce prejudice and foster social 

harmony in a diverse society. 

Fourthly, the legal system should ensure stronger protection of individual rights against undue 

family or societal pressure, particularly in cases involving interfaith marriages and conversion. 

Fifthly, there should be greater emphasis on secular education that separates religion from 

governance and public policy, ensuring that decisions are made based on rational and 
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constitutional principles rather than religious biases. 

Finally, families should be encouraged to adopt a more supportive and open-minded approach 

toward the choices of younger generations. This will help in reducing conflicts and promoting a 

more inclusive and progressive society. 
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Werner Menski – Hindu Law Beyond Tradition and Modernity Tahira 

Mahmood – Uniform Civil Code Debate in India Archana Parashar – 

Women and Family Law Reform in India Upendra Baxi – 

Constitutionalism and Personal Laws Suggested Journals: 

Journal of Indian Law Institute 

Economic and Political Weekly NUJS 

Law Review 

Law Commission of India Reports (Highly Important) These are 

crucial for your reform-based research question: Law Commission 

Report No. 21 

Law Commission Report No. 71 Law 

Commission Report No. 227 

Law Commission Consultation Paper on Reform of Family Law, 2018 

Key Case Laws (Judicial Role – Very Important) 

These directly answer your judiciary-related research question: 

Mohd. Ahmed Khan v. Shah Bano Begum (1985) Citation: 

AIR 1985 SC 945 

Sarla Mudgal v. Union of India (1995) Citation: 

AIR 1995 SC 1531 

 

Shayara Bano v. Union of India (2017) 

Citation: (2017) 9 SCC 1 

John Vallamattom v. Union of India (2003) Citation: 

(2003) 6 SCC 611 

Danial Latifi v. Union of India (2001) Citation: 

(2001) 7 SCC 740 

Githa Hariharan v. RBI (1999) 

Citation: (1999) 2 SCC 228 

Lata Singh v. State of UP (2006) 

Citation: (2006) 5 SCC 475 

Shafin Jahan v. Asokan K.M. (2018) (Hadiya Case) Citation: 

(2018) 16 SCC 368 

Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India (2018) 

Citation: (2018) 10 SCC 1 

Joseph Shine v. Union of India (2019) Citation: 

(2019) 3 SCC 39 
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ABC v. State (NCT of Delhi) (2015) 

Citation: (2015) 10 SCC 1 Revanasiddappa 

v. Mallikarjun (2011) Citation: (2011) 11 

SCC 1 

Mary Roy v. State of Kerala (1986) 

Citation: AIR 1986 SC 1011 

Indian Young Lawyers Association v. State of Kerala (2018) (Sabarimala Case) Citation: 

(2019) 11 SCC 1 

Pannalal Bansilal v. State of Andhra Pradesh (1996) Citation: 

(1996) 2 SCC 498 

 

 

Web Sources (Authentic & Citable) 

Use these for updated legal info and reports: Law 

Commission of India 

Ministry of Law and Justice, India Supreme Court 

of India 

PRS Legislative Research SCC 

Online 

Manupatra 

 

ANNEXURE-1RELIGIOUS CONVENTION AND FAMILY BACKGROUND AS LEGAL 

CHALLENGES IN INDIAN PERSONAL LAWS (HINDU, MUSLIM, CHRISTIAN AND 

PARSI LAWS) 

Religious convention and family background as legal challenges under hindu muslim 

christian parsi laws 

Non doctrinal research 

* Indicates required question 

 

1. What is your age group? 

1) Below 20 

2) 21-30 

3) 31-40 

40Above 40 

2. What is your gender? 
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1)Male 2)Female 

3)Prefer not to say 

3. What is your educational qualification? 

1)School level 

2)Undergraduate 

3)Postgraduate 

4)Professional 

5)Other 

4. What is your occupation? 

1)Student 

2)Employee 3)Self-

employed 4)Other 

Part-B Awareness of personal law 

 

5. Are you aware that different religions have different personal laws in India? 

1)Yes 

2)No 

3) Not aware 

4) Partly sure 

6. Do you know that personal laws govern marriage, divorce, succession, and 

guardianship? 

1)Yes 

2)No 

3) Maybe 

4) Not sure 

7. Have you ever studied or read about personal laws? 

1)Yes 

2)No 

3)Maybe 4)Rarely 

5)Sometimes 

8. Do you believe people generally understand their personal law rights? 

1)Yes 

2)No 
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3) Maybe 

4)Unsure 

9. Are personal laws relevant in modern society? 

1)Strongly Agree 

2)Agree 3)Disagree 

4) Strongly disagree 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 3 Issue 7 | Oct 2026 

 

ISSN: 2582-6433 

 
 

 

Page | 1102  

 

 

 

Part-C Religious convention 

10. Do religious customs strongly influence marriage laws? 

1)Strongly Agree 

2)Agree 3)Disagree 

4)Strongly Disagree 

 

11. Should religious conventions be preserved in family laws? 

1)Yes 

2)No 

3) To some extent 

 

4) No opinion 

12. Do some religious practices conflict with constitutional equality? 

1)Yes 

2)No 

3)Maybe 

4)Unsure 

5)Sometimes 

13. Should court interfere when religious practices violate rights? 

1)Yes 

2)No 

3)Only in serious cases 4)Unsure 

 

14. Do you think religious freedom and legal reform can coexist? 

1)Yes 

2)No 

3) Maybe 

4) Not sure 

Part-D Family Background 

 

15. Does caste or lineage still affect marriage Decisions? 

1)Strongly Agree 

2)Agree 3)Disagree 

4)Strongly Disagree 
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16. Should legitimacy of birth affect inheritance rights? 

1)Yes 

2)No 

3)Maybe 4)Partly 

5)Unsure 

17. Should adopted children receive equal legal rights? 

1)Yes 

2)No 

3)Partly 4)Unsure 

 

18. Does conversion of religion create legal complications in marriage or succession? 

1)Yes 

2)No 

3)Maybe 

4)Sometimes 

5)Not sure 

Part-E- Judiciary and Reforms 

19. Has the supreme court of India played an important role in protecting rights under 

personal laws? 

1)Yes 

2)No 

3)Partly 4)Unsure 

20. Do High courts help in resolving family laws disputes fairly? 

1)Yes 

2)No 

3)Maybe 

4)Sometimes 

5)Unsure 

 

21. Should discriminatory personal law provisions be amended? 

1)Yes 

2)No 

3) Maybe 

4) No opinion 
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22. Do you support gender equality reforms in all personal laws? 

 

1)Strongly Agree 

2)Agree 3)Disagree 

4)Strongly Disagree 

23. Do you support a uniform civil code (UCC) for all citizens in India? 

1)Yes 

2)No 

3) Maybe 

4) No opinion 

24. What is your opinion on religious convention and family background as legal challenges 

under Hindu, Muslim, Christian, and Parsi personal laws in India? 

 

ANNEXURE-11 

 

52 Responses 
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