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Abstract 

This research paper presents a comparative analysis of the legal frameworks, societal attitudes 

and human rights conditions affecting lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) 

communities in India, Iran and Jamaica as of late 2025. Utilizing legal precedents, global 

human rights assessments and recent socio-cultural studies, it explores the influence of 

historical colonialism, entrenched religious ideologies and prevailing traditions on LGBT well-

being, amid uneven international efforts toward inclusivity. India has seen gradual 

advancements since the 2018 Supreme Court decision in Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India, 

which struck down colonial-era sodomy laws, enabling protections for partner choice, 

cohabitation and intimacy. Notable developments include Tamil Nadu's February 2025 

LGBTQ+ policy draft, aimed at enhancing welfare, anti-discrimination safeguards and access 

to services. A June 2025 Court ruling affirmed transgender women's rights under domestic 

violence laws, bolstering third-gender acknowledgments. Yet, same-sex marriage remains 

unrecognized following 2023 rejections and 2025 confirmations, with societal acceptance 

hovering at 53% support as per 2023 surveys, while hurdles persist in adoption, surrogacy and 

family benefits. In stark contrast, Iran imposes severe penalties under Islamic penal codes, 

including execution for same-sex conduct, with sporadic but unchecked enforcement. While 

transgender people can legally change gender post-surgery, LGBT individuals endure 

widespread discrimination, harassment and lack of safeguards, intensified during civil unrest 

like the 2022-2023 protests and amid broader human rights deteriorations in 2025. Jamaica 

continues to enforce Victorian-era "buggery" statutes, criminalizing male same-sex intimacy 

with sentences up to a decade in prison, perpetuating high levels of homophobic attacks and 
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bias. Inter-American Commission directives and 2025 reports highlighting persistent violence, 

no legislative reforms have materialized, leaving LGBT people vulnerable to institutional and 

community exclusion. The findings illustrate a gradient of progress—from tentative reforms in 

India to entrenched suppression in Iran and Jamaica—compounded by overlapping 

discriminations. The research paper calls for cross-border alliances, policy overhauls and 

awareness campaigns to foster decriminalization, equality and robust defenses against 

prejudice for enduring justice. 

 

Keywords-: LGBT Rights, Colonial Legacy, Religious Ideologies, Human Rights 

Conditions 

 

Introduction 

The global landscape of human rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) 

individuals remains deeply uneven, shaped by a complex interplay of historical legacies, 

cultural norms, religious doctrines and political dynamics. In late 2025, as international efforts 

toward inclusivity intensify through organizations like the United Nations and Amnesty 

International, countries exhibit varying degrees of progress and regression in addressing LGBT 

well-being. This paper conducts a comparative analysis of three nations—India, Iran and 

Jamaica—each representing distinct geopolitical and cultural contexts yet sharing challenges 

rooted in colonial histories and entrenched ideologies. By examining legal frameworks, societal 

attitudes and human rights conditions, this study highlights how these factors influence the 

lived experiences of LGBT communities, amid broader global pushes for decriminalization and 

equality. 

 

Historically, colonialism has profoundly impacted LGBT rights in many regions. In India and 

Jamaica, British colonial rule-imposed sodomy laws under Section 377 of the Indian Penal 

Code and similar "buggery" statutes in the Caribbean, criminalizing same-sex relations and 

embedding homophobia into legal systems. These laws, originating from Victorian-era 

morality, were not indigenous but imported, often overriding pre-colonial tolerances toward 

diverse sexualities and genders. In contrast, Iran's approach stems from Islamic jurisprudence, 

where religious ideologies under the Islamic Penal Code prescribe severe punishments for 

same-sex conduct, viewing it as contrary to Sharia principles. Religious influences exacerbate 

these issues: in India, interpretations of Hinduism vary, with some progressive views clashing 

against conservative societal norms; in Iran, strict Islamic enforcement leads to executions; and 
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in Jamaica, Christian evangelicalism fuels widespread homophobia. 

 

Societal attitudes further compound legal barriers. Surveys indicate fluctuating acceptance 

levels, often lagging behind legal reforms. For instance, global assessments by Pew Research 

reveal that while acceptance of homosexuality has grown in some areas, resistance persists in 

religiously conservative societies. Human rights conditions as documented in 2025 reports 

from Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International, show persistent discrimination, 

violence, and lack of protections, intersecting with issues like gender, ethnicity and 

socioeconomic status. These elements create a "gradient of progress", from incremental 

advancements in India to outright suppression in Iran and Jamaica. 

 

This paper draws on legal precedents, socio-cultural studies and international human rights 

evaluations to explore these dynamics. The main body is structured around country-specific 

analyses, followed by a comparative discussion. The conclusion synthesizes findings and 

proposes pathways for reform. By focusing on late 2025, this research underscores the urgency 

of cross-border advocacy in an era of uneven globalization, where international pressure can 

catalyse change but must respect local contexts to avoid backlash. 

 

LGBT Rights in India: Incremental Progress Amid Persistent Gaps 

India's journey toward LGBT inclusivity has been marked by significant legal milestones, yet 

societal and institutional hurdles continue to impede full equality as of late 2025. The landmark 

2018 Supreme Court ruling in Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India decriminalized consensual 

same-sex relations by striking down portions of Section 377, a colonial-era law that had 

criminalized "carnal intercourse against the order of nature". This decision affirmed 

constitutional rights to equality, privacy and dignity under Articles 14 and 21, recognizing 

sexual orientation as an innate aspect of identity. The ruling's impact has been transformative, 

enabling greater visibility and advocacy, with subsequent policies addressing welfare and anti-

discrimination measures. 

 

In 2025, regional initiatives have advanced transgender rights notably. Tamil Nadu's State 

Policy for Transgender Persons, released in July 2025, promises inheritance rights, access to 

education, employment preferences, and housing schemes for transgender and intersex 

individuals. This policy, treating transgender persons as "socially and educationally most 

disadvantaged", includes provisions for self-identification without mandatory medical 
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intervention and extends benefits like free higher education and job reservations. Nationally, a 

June 2025 Andhra Pradesh High Court ruling clarified that transgender women are 

recognized as women under domestic violence laws, enhancing protections against abuse. 

These developments build on earlier recognitions, such as the 2014 NALSA judgment 

affirming third-gender status and rights to affirmative action. 

 

However, same-sex marriage remains elusive. The Supreme Court's October 2023 verdict in 

Supriyo v. Union of India rejected marriage equality, stating that marriage is not a fundamental 

right and deferring the issue to Parliament. Appeals were dismissed in January 2025, leaving 

LGBT couples without legal recognition for unions, adoption, surrogacy or family benefits like 

insurance and inheritance. This gap perpetuates inequality, as highlighted in a 2025 policy brief 

recommending amendments to marriage, succession and tenancy laws. Activists argue that 

without these changes, decriminalization alone falls short of ensuring equal rights. 

 

Societal attitudes reflect mixed progress. A 2023 Pew survey indicated 53% support for same-

sex marriage, with urban youth showing higher acceptance, but rural and conservative 

communities lag due to cultural stigma and religious interpretations. Hinduism's ancient texts, 

like the Kama Sutra, historically accommodated diverse sexualities, but modern conservative 

ideologies often overshadow this. Discrimination persists in employment, housing, and 

healthcare, with reports of violence and mental health challenges among LGBT individuals. 

Pride events in 2025, such as those in major cities, have grown, fostering community resilience, 

but backlash from right-wing groups underscores ongoing tensions. 

 

Human rights assessments in 2025, including those from ILGA World, note India's 

advancements in expression and assembly freedoms, with no specific censorship of LGBT 

issues. Yet, intersecting discriminations—based on caste, religion and gender—exacerbate 

vulnerabilities, particularly for Dalit or Muslim LGBT persons. International pressure, through 

bodies like the UN, has urged further reforms, but implementation varies by state. Overall, 

India's trajectory demonstrates tentative reforms, driven by judicial activism and civil society, 

but requires legislative action to bridge gaps. 

 

LGBT Rights in Iran: Severe Repression Under Religious Law 

Iran presents one of the most hostile environments for LGBT individuals in 2025, where 

religious ideologies enshrined in law impose draconian penalties, fostering widespread 
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discrimination and violence. The Islamic Penal Code, based on Sharia, criminalizes same-sex 

relations with punishments ranging from flogging to execution for acts like sodomy (lavat) and 

same-sex affection (mosaheqeh). Article 237 specifies imprisonment or lashes for non-

penetrative acts, while repeated offenses can lead to death. Enforcement is sporadic but lethal, 

with reports of executions in 2025 amid broader human rights deteriorations. This framework 

stems from Islamic jurisprudence, viewing homosexuality as a moral transgression, contrasting 

with pre-Islamic Persian tolerances but solidified post-1979 Revolution. 

 

Transgender rights offer a paradoxical exception: gender reassignment surgery (SRS) is legally 

permitted and subsidized, following a 1987 fatwa by Ayatollah Khomeini allowing gender 

changes for those diagnosed with gender dysphoria. In 2025, Iran remains a hub for SRS, 

attracting foreigners due to low costs and state support, but this is criticized as coercive, often 

pressuring gay individuals to transition to avoid execution. Post-surgery, transgender persons 

can change legal gender, but face mandatory evaluations and societal stigma. No protections 

exist for intersex or non-binary identities and discrimination persists in employment and family 

law. 

 

Societal attitudes are overwhelmingly negative, influenced by state propaganda and religious 

teachings that portray LGBT identities as Western imports or illnesses. Harassment, family 

rejection, and vigilante violence are common, intensified during the 2022-2023 protests 

sparked by Mahsa Amini's death, where LGBT activists faced targeted repression amid 

crackdowns on dissent. In 2025, ongoing unrest has highlighted intersections with women's 

rights, as authorities enforce compulsory hijab and persecute minorities, including Baha'is and 

LGBT persons. Underground communities exist, but fear of arrest stifles visibility. 

 

Human rights conditions are dire, as per 2025 Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch 

reports, with systemic discrimination in healthcare, education and justice systems. LGBT 

individuals endure torture, forced confessions and lack of due process, with no anti-

discrimination laws. The regime's impunity, noted in UN calls for investigations, exacerbates 

vulnerabilities, particularly for ethnic minorities like Kurds or Arabs in LGBT communities. 

International sanctions and isolation hinder advocacy, though diaspora groups amplify voices. 

Iran's stance illustrates how religious ideology can entrench suppression, demanding global 

intervention for reform. 
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LGBT Rights in Jamaica: Entrenched Criminalization and Violence 

Jamaica's LGBT landscape in late 2025 is characterized by colonial-era laws perpetuating 

criminalization, high violence levels and minimal reforms, despite international directives. The 

Offences Against the Person Act of 1864 criminalizes "buggery" (anal sex) with up to 10 years 

imprisonment and hard labor and "gross indecency" between men. These Victorian statutes, 

inherited from British rule, have not been repealed, despite challenges. A 2023 constitutional 

challenge failed in the Supreme Court, upholding the laws and reinforcing institutional 

homophobia. No protections exist for sexual orientation or gender identity, leaving LGBT 

persons vulnerable. 

 

Societal attitudes are deeply hostile, influenced by conservative Christianity and Rastafarian 

beliefs that view homosexuality as immoral. Dancehall music and public discourse often 

promote homophobia, contributing to "horrific violence", including mob attacks and family 

evictions. 2025 reports document over 100 cases of family-based violence and 185 incidents 

of public humiliation or sexual assault. Police complicity exacerbates this, with underreporting 

due to fear of further victimization. Transgender individuals face additional barriers, lacking 

legal gender recognition. 

 

Human rights assessments highlight Jamaica's outlier status in the Caribbean, where 

neighbours like Trinidad have decriminalized. The Inter-American Commission on Human 

Rights (IACHR) in 2021 urged repeal, finding violations of privacy, dignity and non-

discrimination, but Jamaica has not complied by 2025, U.S. State Department reports note 

credible accounts of arbitrary killings and discrimination in healthcare and employment. 

Intersecting factors like poverty and gang violence amplify risks for LGBT youth and homeless 

persons. Activists push for change, but political inertia persists amid cultural resistance. 

 

Comparative Analysis 

Comparing India, Iran and Jamaica reveals a spectrum of LGBT rights influenced by shared 

colonial and religious legacies but divergent paths. Legally, India has decriminalized but denies 

marriage equality; Iran enforces death penalties with trans exceptions; Jamaica retains buggery 

laws without reform. Societally, India's 53% acceptance contrasts Iran's religious suppression 

and Jamaica's violence-driven homophobia. Human rights conditions show India's progress via 

judiciary, versus Iran's impunity and Jamaica's IACHR non-compliance. Colonialism links 
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India and Jamaica's laws, while religion dominates all, intersecting with global assessments 

urging inclusivity. 

 

Conclusion 

This analysis underscores a gradient of LGBT rights—from India's reforms to Iran's and 

Jamaica's repression—compounded by colonialism and religion. To foster justice, cross-border 

alliances, policy overhauls and awareness campaigns are essential, prioritizing 

decriminalization and protections. International support must empower local advocates for 

sustainable change. 
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1. Queer Immigrants and Asylum Seekers: Navigating Dual Marginalization Explore the 

unique challenges faced by LGBTQ+ immigrants, such as cultural clashes, legal 

barriers to asylum based on sexual orientation or gender identity, and contributions to 

host societies through activism and community building. This could compare 

experiences in the US versus Europe. 

2. Homonationalism in Global LGBTQ+ Politics Analyze how nations use LGBTQ+ 

rights as a tool for nationalism (e.g., portraying themselves as "progressive" to contrast 

with "backward" others), examining case studies like Israel's pinkwashing or shifts in 

US policy under recent administrations. 

3. Two-Spirit Identities in Indigenous Communities Investigate the historical and 

contemporary roles of Two-Spirit people in Native American and First Nations 

cultures, focusing on how colonization disrupted these gender-fluid traditions and 

current efforts toward reclamation and mental health support. 

4. Queer Coding in Modern Media and Its Subconscious Impacts Examine subtle "queer 

coding" in films, TV, and video games (e.g., villainous characters with effeminate 

traits), tracing its evolution from Hollywood's Hays Code era to today's streaming 

platforms and effects on societal perceptions of LGBTQ+ individuals. 

5. Rural LGBTQ+ Youth: Resilience Amid Isolation Study the experiences of LGBTQ+ 

adolescents in rural areas, including access to resources, online community building, 

and intersections with economic disparities or conservative environments, using data 

from recent reviews (2015–2025). 

6. Project 2025's Implications for LGBTQ+ Policy and Resistance Assess how 

conservative policy blueprints like Project 2025 aim to roll back LGBTQ+ protections 
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(e.g., in education and healthcare), and explore grassroots resistance strategies, 

including digital activism and legal countermeasures. 

7. Aging in the LGBTQ+ Community: Elder Care and Legacy Delve into the needs of 

senior LGBTQ+ individuals, such as healthcare disparities, social isolation post-

retirement, and the preservation of historical legacies from events like the Stonewall 

Riots or the HIV/AIDS crisis. 

8. Bisexual Erasure in Activist Movements and Media Investigate why bisexuality is often 

overlooked or stigmatized within broader LGBTQ+ spaces, analyzing psychological 

impacts, representation in literature/film, and strategies for greater inclusion. 

9. LGBTQ+ Representation in AI and Emerging Technologies Explore how algorithms 

and tech platforms (e.g., dating apps or social media) amplify or hinder LGBTQ+ 

visibility, including biases in AI facial recognition for non-binary individuals and 

ethical implications for privacy. 

10. Rainbow Capitalism: Exploitation or Empowerment? Critique corporate adoption of 

LGBTQ+ symbols during Pride Month, evaluating whether it drives genuine progress 

(e.g., policy changes) or merely profits from the community without addressing 

systemic issues. 
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