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ABSTRACT: 

Physical displays of affection between partners in public places are known as public displays of 

affection, or PDAs. Due to cultural conventions and conservative views on public intimacy, PDA 

has been a difficult topic in India. PDA is not regarded as appropriate in India, especially in more 

traditional and conservative neighborhoods.In India, talking about a partner's closeness is 

uncommon. Many citizens of the nation avoid discussing their personal lives in public. The 

country has undergone great development, but the national perspective on this issue has not. In 

these areas, Indians still uphold their moral and ethical standards. The majority of Indians disagree 

with the idea of public demonstrations of affection and find them offensive. The findings of this 

research highlights the impact of pda as well as the reason for the illegality of pda in India. 

 

 

KEYWORDS:  

Society, Couples, Government, Westernisation, Law 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
13rd, BA.LLB(Hons)., Saveetha School of Law, Saveetha Institute of Medical and Technical Sciences, Chennai - 

600077, Email - vinishnicholas4@gmail.com, Phone number - 7904070589 

http://www.ijlra.com/
mailto:vinishnicholas4@gmail.com


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 2 Issue 7|Aug 2023 
ISSN: 2582-6433 

 

 

 
 

Page | 7  
 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

Public displays of affection (PDA) are widely debated in India, reflecting the country's different 

cultural norms and conservative attitudes toward public intimacy. Although India is culturally 

diverse, with significant regional differences in social and religious practices, acceptance of PDA 

varies widely by community. While PDA is considered acceptable in some areas, it is often 

frowned upon or taboo in more traditional and conservative communities. Indian culture values 

the concept of personal space and privacy, and any act that violates this sense of personal space 

may be perceived as offensive or inappropriate. Although India has no specific law against PDAs, 

certain sections of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) can be used to prosecute people for indecent acts 

in public places. For example, Section 294 of the IPC criminalises obscene acts or utterances in 

public, which may include PDA that is considered offensive or obscene. Law enforcement 

agencies often use this section to arrest individuals who engage in PDA, especially in areas where 

such behaviour is socially unacceptable. Additionally, some states in India have enacted their own 

laws restricting PDAs. However, the law has been criticised as being too restrictive and infringing 

on individual freedoms. The interpretation and enforcement of these laws can vary widely 

depending on location and cultural context. In urban India, PDAs are generally more accepted, 

but in traditional, conservative communities, PDAs may be considered inappropriate or immoral. 

As cultural attitudes toward public intimacy continue to evolve in India, it remains to be seen how 

the legal system will adapt to these changes. In recent years, India has witnessed a shift in attitudes 

towards Public Display of Affection (PDA), especially in urban areas and among the younger 

generation. This change can be attributed to increased exposure to global media and the influence 

of progressive ideas. Consequently, many young Indians are becoming more open to expressing 

their affection publicly, challenging the traditional norms that have long governed Indian society. 

Urban spaces, cafes, shopping malls, and parks are now common venues where couples openly 

display their love, asserting their right to freedom of expression. However, this societal evolution 

is not without its challenges. The transformation in attitudes regarding PDA has sparked debates 

about cultural identity, moral values, and the boundaries of personal freedom in India. The clash 

between traditional values and modern attitudes has led to diverse public reactions, ranging from 

acceptance and indifference to disapproval and moral policing. Unfortunately, there have been 

instances where couples engaging in PDA faced harassment or criticism, leading to discussions 

about the urgent need for societal acceptance and tolerance. This ongoing dialogue reflects the 

complex interplay between tradition and progress, shedding light on the changing dynamics of 

Indian society concerning public expressions of love and affection.Thus thereby taking into 
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consideration the cultural norms as well the modernisation of our country this paper aims at 

showcasing the insights about public display of affection, illegality of public display of affection 

in India, impact created by public display of affection in India, role of culture in accepting public 

display of affection in our country and most important of all this paper aims at highlighting how 

general public of our country view public display of affection as and what their opinion is about 

the illegality of public display of affection in India. 

 

OBJECTIVES: 

1) To study the impact of pda in India  

2) To analyse the point of view of different people on society in India  

3) To find out the reason for illegality of pda in India  

 

LITERATURE REVIEW: 

The interconnection between mental and physical health is well-established, although the specific 

pathways between the two remain not entirely understood. Research has delved into the direct and 

indirect impacts of past mental health on present physical health and vice versa. This exploration 

incorporates factors such as lifestyle choices and social capital within a mediation framework. 

Health policies, therefore, should consider not just the direct cross-effects but also the indirect 

connections between mental and physical health, acknowledging the complexity of their 

relationship. (Blair, McKenna, and Holmberg 2022). Studies examining children's behavior in 

allocating resources between recipients shed light on their selective generosity based on prior 

recipient behavior. Interestingly, when different forms of kindness are compared directly, children 

tend to strive for equality, emphasizing that kindness, regardless of its form, encourages donor 

generosity. (Stammwitz and Wessler 2021).Research on public and private affection, as well as 

marginalization, in relationships, reveals intriguing dynamics. Women in same-sex relationships 

tend to display less public affection, a behavior mediated by societal marginalization. Both private 

and public affection contribute positively to relationship satisfaction, while feelings of 

marginalization predict lower relationship satisfaction, highlighting the importance of social 

dynamics in relationship well-being (Levine and Ramey 2018).While exploring the legality of 

public displays of affection (PDA), it becomes essential to consider the context and interpretation 

of such acts. The courts' role in defining obscenity levels, especially in incidents involving 

multiple couples, becomes crucial. Balancing freedom of speech and expression with public 

decency is vital, respecting cultural norms and values while addressing evolving societal 
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perspectives on PDA.(Annavarapu 2018).Studies analyzing social relationships emphasize their 

impact on both mental health and mortality risk. Social relationships' influence on mortality risk 

is comparable to well-known risk factors. The intricate web of social connections underscores 

their significance in overall well-being.(Budzinski 2017).  

 

Despite certain limitations, research indicates that Public Displays of Affection (PDAs) are 

common on campuses like Sewanee. Further studies are essential to determine if these findings 

are representative of other environments, emphasizing the need for comprehensive 

research(Sandberg 2016).In exploring public displays of affection among gender and sexual 

minority (GSM) populations, the fear of heterosexism becomes evident. It not only affects 

emotional well-being but also influences daily decisions, underscoring the challenges faced by 

GSM individuals.(Setyaningsih 2015).The evolution of public affection in the context of 

changing societal norms, especially among Indian married couples on social media platforms like 

Facebook, reflects the ongoing cultural shifts. Studying these changes offers insights into evolving 

social dynamics.(Gillberg 2014).Interracial couples' dynamics in terms of public, private, and 

intimate displays of affection reveal complex patterns. Contextual factors significantly influence 

these dynamics, emphasizing the need for nuanced understanding within diverse social contexts 

.(de Oliveira, Costa, and Nogueira 2013). Studies exploring the initiation of kissing behaviors 

reveal interesting gender biases and head-turning tendencies. Societal learning and cultural norms, 

alongside neurophysiological factors, contribute to these behavioral patterns, providing valuable 

insights into human behavioral laterality. (Hubbar 2013).  

 

Vigilance related to Public Displays of Affection (PDA) can have adverse effects on psychological 

and physical well-being. The impact is observed across different relationship types, with potential 

resilience noted in same-sex relationships. Addressing vigilance-related stressors becomes crucial 

in promoting overall well-being. (Donovan 2007). Understanding the intricate relationship 

between humans and nature involves interdisciplinary perspectives. Exploring health within this 

framework offers a holistic understanding, vital for addressing complex health challenges at the 

human-environment interface. (Morris and Sloop 2006).Women in same-sex relationships were 

found to demonstrate lower levels of public affection in comparison to those in different-sex 

relationships. This distinction was influenced by the overall societal marginalization experienced 

by same-sex couples. Intriguingly, both private and public displays of affection were associated 

with increased relationship satisfaction, while experiences of marginalization from friends and 
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family were linked to decreased relationship satisfaction. This study delves into the implications 

for relationship counseling and suggests novel perspectives on understanding marginalization 

within the context of intimate relationships..(Vaquera and Kao 2005). In India, public displays 

of affection (PDA) have long been considered taboo. However, evolving trends and the influence 

of Western culture are gradually altering people's attitudes and perspectives toward PDA. It is 

intriguing to explore the viewpoints of students regarding this topic. Studying the attitudes of 

students can provide valuable insights and serve as a basis for comparison with similar studies 

conducted globally and among different age demographics. (Sasamon and Amankwaa 2003). 

The paper illustrates this concept by examining a specific incident in which a display of 

homosexual affection, such as a same-sex kiss, was lawfully removed from a licensed 

establishment, despite the presence of laws prohibiting homophobic discrimination. This apparent 

contradiction highlights the constraints of a perspective that views citizenship as a concept 

negotiated exclusively within the framework of the nation-state. It reveals that those responsible 

for upholding public order at the local level often appear indifferent to rights secured on a national 

scale. Consequently, the paper cautions against essentialist perceptions of the state and concludes 

that the interplay of diverse actors operating across various jurisdictional scales ultimately defines 

the boundaries of sexual citizenship.(Persson 2001). 

 

The rise of large-scale industrialization and the growth of mega cities due to urbanization have 

undeniably led to increased material production. However, these developments have also given 

rise to a slew of environmental issues. Among these, the degradation of urban air quality in 

developing countries, including India, stands out as a prominent concern. The primary objective 

of this paper is to investigate the influence of seasonal variations on health. To achieve this goal, 

data was gathered over an eighteen-week period, spanning three distinct seasons: winter, summer, 

and monsoon.(Kaur and Gupta 2009).The act of kissing appears to play a significant role in 

fostering pair-bond attachments. Particularly, individuals with low sociosexual orientation 

considered kissing more crucial in established stages of relationships. Moreover, it was observed 

that kissing held greater importance in long-term relationship contexts, especially for women, and 

the frequency of kissing was linked to higher levels of relationship satisfaction. Surprisingly, the 

research findings provided minimal support for the hypothesis suggesting that the main purpose 

of kissing is to increase arousal levels.(Marchi and Guendelman 1994).Fifty-two healthy adults 

engaged in either marital or cohabiting romantic relationships participated in this study. They 

provided self-reported data on psychological outcomes and blood samples for hematological tests. 
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Subsequently, they were randomly divided into experimental and control groups for a 6-week 

trial. Participants in the experimental group were instructed to increase the frequency of romantic 

kissing in their relationships, while those in the control group received no such instructions. 

Following the 6-week period, both psychological and hematological tests were administered 

again. The results indicated that, compared to the control group, the experimental group exhibited 

enhancements in perceived stress levels, relationship satisfaction, and total serum 

cholesterol.(Marks 1994). A specific group of children exhibits distinctive oppositional 

behaviors, often categorized as 'pathological demand avoidance' syndrome or PDA. Both boys 

and girls with this form of PDA go to great lengths to evade demands from adults and peers. The 

tactics employed in avoiding these demands vary, spanning from overtly oppositional or 

manipulative behaviors to extreme shyness, passivity, and muteness. Interestingly, these 

behaviors, especially concerning the expression of affection, stand in stark contrast to the 

conventional understanding of PDA. (Berrigan 1987).Research consistently demonstrates that 

positive interactions within one's immediate social circle have a beneficial impact on mental health 

and overall well-being. However, adults with physical disabilities often encounter limited 

opportunities for such positive exchanges, potentially leading to less favorable effects on their 

mental health and well-being. This study aims to conduct a comprehensive review of quantitative 

research studies, examining the relationships between social interactions and the mental health 

and well-being of individuals with physical disabilities. (Rosenblatt 1974).  

 

METHODOLOGY: 

The research method followed here is Empirical research. The sample size of 204 samples have 

been taken out of which is taken through convenient sampling. The sampling frame was taken by 

the researcher using google forms in online mode . The independent variables used are age, 

gender, educational qualification,occupation, income The dependent variable used are What do 

you think are the reason for prohibition of PRA in India?, Do you support the concept of public 

display of affection?, What kind of PDA do you think affects the society the most ?, “Illegality of 

PDA in India cannot be questioned”, How much will you rate the impact created by PDA in 

society? 
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ANALYSIS: 

 

Fig 1: 

 

 

LEGEND:Fig 1 represents the age of respondents 

 

Fig 2:  

 

 

LEGEND:Fig 2 represents the gender of respondents  

 

Fig 3: 

 

LEGEND:Fig 3 represents the educational qualification of respondents  
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Fig 4:  

 

LEGEND:Fig 4 represents the occupation of respondents  

 

Fig 5: 

 

LEGEND:Fig 5 represents the income of respondents  

 

Fig 6:  

 

LEGEND:Fig 6 represents the response to the question “What do you think is the reason for 

prohibition of PDA in India?” 

 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 2 Issue 7|Aug 2023 
ISSN: 2582-6433 

 

 

 
 

Page | 14  
 

 

 

 

Fig 7:  

 

LEGEND:Fig 7 represents the response to the question “Do you support the concept of public 

display of affection?” 

 

Fig 8:  

Fig  

LEGEND:Fig 8 represents the response to the question “What kind of PDA do you think affects 

the society the most?” 

 

Fig 9:  

 

 

LEGEND:Fig 9 represents the response to the question “Illegality of pda in India cannot be 

questioned” 
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Fig 10 

 

 

 

LEGEND:Fig 10 represents the response to the question “How much will you rate the impact 

created by PDA on society?” 

 

RESULTS: 

Fig 1: 24.39% of the respondents are of the age group Below 21 , 14.63% are of the age group 

21-30, 14.63% are 31-40, 39.02% are of the age group 41-50, 7.32% are of the age group Above 

50. Fig 2: 46.34% of the respondents are Male, 39.02% are Female, 14.63% are Transgender. Fig 

3: 29.27% of the respondents have completed High School, 9.76% have completed UG, 21.95% 

have completed PG, 39.02% are illiterate. Fig 4: 21.95% of the respondents are working in Public 

sector, 43.90% are working in Private sector, 9.76% are working as professionals, 24.39% are 

doing Business. Fig 5: 24.39% of the respondents earn 10,000-20,000, 46.34% of the respondents 

earn 20,001-30,000, 29.27% of the respondents earn 30,001-40,000. Fig 6: 24.39% of respondents 

of age Below 21 chose Others, 14.63% of respondents of age 21-30 chose Others, 14.63% of 

respondents of age 31-40 chose Makes people uncomfortable, 7.32% of respondents of age Above 

50 chose Not accepted by society. Fig 7: 14.63% of respondents who are male chose yes and 

31.71% of them chose no, 24.39% of respondents who are Female chose yes and 14.63% chose 

no, 14.63% of transgender chose yes. Fig 8: 29.27% of respondents who completed High School 

chose Other misappropriate behaviour, 7.32% of respondents who complete PG chose Hugging 

in public, 39.02% of respondents who are illiterate chose Holding hands. Fig 9: 29.27% of 

respondents chose Strongly Agree, 7.32% of respondents chose Agree, 53.66% of respondents 

chose Neutral, 9.76% of respondents chose Strongly Disagree of respondents chose. Fig 10: 

9.76% of respondents chose 1, 24.39% of respondents chose 3, 7.32% of respondents chose 4, 

29.27% of respondents chose 6, 14.63% of respondents chose 8, 14.63% of respondents chose 9 
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DISCUSSIONS: 

Fig 1 in the data analysis says that majority of the respondents are of the age group 41-50 and 

minority of them chose Above 50. Fig 2 in the data analysis says that majority of the respondents 

are Male and minority are transgender. Fig 3 in the data analysis says that majority of the 

respondents are Illiterate and minority have completed UG. Fig 4 in the data analysis says that 

majority of the respondents are working in Private sector and minority are working as 

Professionals. Fig 5 in the data analysis says that majority of the respondents earn 20,001-30,000 

and minority of them earn 10,000-20,000. Fig 6 in the data analysis says that majority of the 

respondents chose Makes people uncomfortable and minority of them chose Not accepted by 

society. Fig 7 in the data analysis says that majority of the respondents chose no and minority of 

them chose yes. Fig 8 in the data analysis says that majority of the respondents chose Holding 

hands and minority of them chose Hugging in public. Fig 9 in the data analysis says that majority 

of the respondents chose Neutral and minority of them chose Agree. Fig 10 in the data analysis 

says that majority of the respondents chose 6 and minority of them chose 4. 

 

LIMITATION: 

The major limitation of this research paper is the vagueness of the topic, since the topic is sensitive, 

people find it difficult and in some extreme circumstances uncomfortable while answering the 

questions. 

 

SUGGESTION: 

Society always evolve and in turn the people of the society also evolve over time. It is better for 

us to not consider public display of affection as a social evil and in turn, it’s high time we adapt 

to the modernisation as well as the westernisation of our country. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

State-specific indicators of public delivery system (PDS) utilization highlight improvements in 

system reach and functionality in several states over the past decade. These improvements are the 

result of various strategies these states have adopted, including expanding insurance coverage, 

lowering issue prices, and implementing technology upgrades and other PDS reforms. Against the 

backdrop of this resurgence, a study was conducted to assess the impact of the PDS on nutritional 

indicators for children aged 7 to 19 years in each state. The objective was to investigate potential 
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catch-up growth in each state and the role of her PDS in fostering this growth. Results showed 

that PDS significantly improved long-term nutrition indicators in three of the four top-performing 

states and short-term nutrition indicators in two of the four emerging states . This suggests that, at 

least in these two states, PDS revitalization efforts are beginning to provide nutritional benefits 

and help catch up growth. To understand these results, states that are performing well may be 

more dependent on the system for adequate calorie consumption, and certain states that are on the 

upswing may be more dependent on the system. Several mechanisms were considered. 

Furthermore, households that benefited from PDS showed greater dietary diversity. However, 

other questions arise regarding the presence of profanity in public displays of affection (PDA). As 

the Love Kiss campaign shows, there is a difference between the level of intimacy between kissing 

couples and the level of public displays of affection by multiple couples. The interpretation of 

these cases by the courts is very important. As the Supreme Court has emphasized, it is important 

to balance freedom of speech and expression with public order and morality. When addressing the 

question of the legality of her PDA in India, it is important to respect the cultural norms and ethics 

that people have followed for generations. Calling for the dismantling of these cultural values is 

unfair and downplays the importance of cultural heritage in society. Therefore, the question of the 

legality of PDA must be approached keeping in mind the delicate balance between individual 

freedom and social values, and recognizing the cultural diversity and traditions that characterize 

India. Thus we must give time for people to adapt to the westernisation of the country and thereby 

we must also keep into consideration the cultural norms followed your country. 
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