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without prior written permission of the Managing Editor of the International Journal for Legal
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The views, opinions, interpretations, and conclusions expressed in the articles published in this
journal are solely those of the respective authors. They do not necessarily reflect the views of
the Editorial Board, Editors, Reviewers, Advisors, or the Publisher of IJLRA.

Although every reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy, authenticity, and
proper citation of the content published in this journal, neither the Editorial Board nor IJLRA
shall be held liable or responsible, in any manner whatsoever, for any loss, damage, or
consequence arising from the use, reliance upon, or interpretation of the information contained

in this publication.

The content published herein is intended solely for academic and informational purposes and

shall not be construed as legal advice or professional opinion.
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ABOUT US

The International Journal for Legal Research & Analysis (IJLRA) (ISSN: 2582-6433) is a peer-
reviewed, academic, online journal published on a monthly basis. The journal aims to provide
a comprehensive and interactive platform for the publication of original and high-quality legal

research.

IJLRA publishes Short Articles, Long Articles, Research Papers, Case Comments, Book
Reviews, Essays, and interdisciplinary studies in the field of law and allied disciplines. The
journal seeks to promote critical analysis and informed discourse on contemporary legal, social,

and policy issues.

The primary objective of IJLRA is to enhance academic engagement and scholarly dialogue
among law students, researchers, academicians, legal professionals, and members of the Bar
and Bench. The journal endeavours to establish itself as a credible and widely cited academic
publication through the publication of original, well-researched, and analytically sound

contributions.

IJLRA welcomes submissions from all branches of law, provided the work is original,
unpublished, and submitted in accordance with the prescribed submission guidelines. All
manuscripts are subject to a rigorous peer-review process to ensure academic quality,

originality, and relevance.
Through its publications, the International Journal for Legal Research & Analysis aspires to

contribute meaningfully to legal scholarship and the development of law as an instrument of

justice and social progress.
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the highest standards of publication ethics and academic integrity. All manuscripts submitted
to the journal must be original, unpublished, and free from plagiarism, data fabrication,
falsification, or any form of unethical research or publication practice. Authors are solely
responsible for the accuracy, originality, legality, and ethical compliance of their work and
must ensure that all sources are properly cited and that necessary permissions for any third-
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and electronic formats. The views and opinions expressed in the articles are those of the authors
alone and do not reflect the views of the Editors, Editorial Board, Reviewers, or Publisher.
IJLRA shall not be liable for any loss, damage, claim, or legal consequence arising from the
use, reliance upon, or interpretation of the content published. By submitting a manuscript, the
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Editorial Board, Reviewers, Advisors, Publisher, and Management against any claims,
liabilities, or legal proceedings arising out of plagiarism, copyright infringement, defamation,
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CRIME: A GROWING THREAT TO DIGITAL SOCIETY
AUTHORED BY - SAKSHI SAHU

Abstract
The digital era has revolutionized the way society functions, enabling unprecedented
connectivity, access to information, and convenience. However, this technological progress has
also given rise to a parallel danger cybercrime. Cybercrime refers to criminal activities that
exploit digital systems, networks, and data to cause harm, steal information, or disrupt
operations. This research paper discusses the various types of cybercrime, analyzes the causes
behind its exponential growth, reviews existing legal frameworks, and proposes effective
measures to prevent and mitigate cybercrime. It concludes that a combination of legal reform,
technological innovation, public awareness, and international cooperation is essential to

safeguard the digital ecosystem.

Introduction
The integration of digital technologies into daily life has marked the beginning of the
information age a period defined by rapid data exchange and digital operations. From online
banking and social media to cloud computing and e-commerce, the internet plays a central role
in modern society. With this increased reliance on digital infrastructure comes vulnerability.
Cybercrime, a form of modern criminal activity, is perpetrated through computers,
smartphones, and networks. Unlike traditional crime, cybercrime can be global, anonymous,

and instantaneous.

In 2025 alone, global cybercrime losses were estimated to reach hundreds of billions of dollars,
affecting businesses, governments, and individuals alike. These crimes not only result in
financial loss but also erode trust in digital systems, violate privacy rights, and destabilize

nations’ security.

The purpose of this paper is to provide a comprehensive examination of cybercrime its forms,

causes, legal responses, prevention strategies, and future recommendations.
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Types of Cybercrime
Cybercrime is not a single type of offense but an umbrella term covering various illegal

activities. These can be broadly categorized as follows:

1. Malware Attacks
Malware (malicious software) includes viruses, worms, ransomware, trojans, and
spyware. These programs infiltrate systems to damage operations, steal data, or hold
systems hostage.
For example:
» Ransomware encrypts users’ files and demands payment for decryption.

> Spyware secretly tracks user activity for unauthorized data collection.

2. Hacking and Unauthorized Access
Hacking involves breaking into computer systems or networks without permission.
Hackers may exploit system vulnerabilities to retrieve sensitive data, delete files, or
control systems remotely. High-profile hacking incidents often target government

databases and corporate servers.

3. Phishing and Social Engineering
Phishing is a technique where attackers send deceptive emails, text messages, or
websites designed to trick individuals into revealing confidential information like
passwords or bank details. Social engineering refers to psychological manipulation to

gain unauthorized access.

4. ldentity Theft
Identity theft occurs when a criminal steals someone’s personal information — such as
name, identification number, or financial information — and uses it to commit fraud or

other criminal acts.

5. Online Financial Fraud
This includes various scams designed to steal money, such as:
» Credit card fraud
» Investment scams

> Fake e-commerce sites
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These schemes exploit trust and technology to deceive victims.

6. Cyberbullying and Online Harassment
Through social media and messaging platforms, perpetrators can harass, intimidate, or
threaten victims. Though not always financially motivated, cyberbullying can cause

severe psychological harm.

7. Denial-of-Service (DoS) and Distributed Denial-of-Service (DDoS) Attacks
In DoS/DDoS attacks, attackers overwhelm digital systems with massive traffic to
disrupt service availability. These attacks can shut down websites, banking portals, and

communication networks.

Causes of Cybercrime
The rapid growth of cybercrime is fueled by multiple factors that relate to technology, human
behavior, and economic incentives. Significant causes include:
1. Expansion of Digital Infrastructure
With more people online than ever before including children, students, professionals,
and businesses the number of potential targets for cybercriminals has increased

significantly.

2. Lack of Cybersecurity Awareness
Studies show that many internet users lack basic knowledge about digital safety — such
as recognizing phishing attempts, using secure passwords, or avoiding suspicious links.

This ignorance makes them easy targets.

3. Financial Motivation
Cybercrime is often financially lucrative. Stolen data can be sold on the dark web,
ransomware payments generate income, and financial fraud yields direct profit from

victims.

4. Anonymity and Difficulties in Tracing Perpetrators
The internet allows criminals to hide their identity using technologies such as VPN,
proxy servers, and encrypted communication. This makes tracking and arresting

offenders challenging.
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5.

Technological Vulnerabilities
Outdated systems, unpatched software, and weak security protocols leave devices and
networks open to exploitation. New technologies like the Internet of Things (IoT) have

expanded these vulnerabilities.

Global Nature of the Internet
Cybercrime often transcends national borders, which complicates law enforcement. A
hacker in one country can attack victims in another, exploiting differences in legal

systems and cooperation levels.

Current State of Cybercrime Laws and Regulations

Globally, many countries have enacted laws to address cybercrime and protect digital

ecosystems. These legal frameworks focus on criminalizing harmful online behavior,

protecting data, and promoting cooperation.

1.

International Legal Cooperation
Treaties like the Budapest Convention on Cybercrime encourage countries to
harmonize cyber laws and assist one another in investigations and prosecutions.

However, not all nations are signatories, creating gaps in enforcement.

National Cybercrime Laws
Most countries have specific statutes that cover:
» Unauthorized access and data theft
» Cyber fraud
» Distribution of malware
» Protection of critical digital infrastructure
Laws also often impose penalties for cyber offenses and outline procedures for digital

evidence handling.

Data Protection and Privacy Legislation
Laws such as the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) in the European Union
regulate how organizations collect, use, and store personal data, requiring strong

security measures and reporting of data breaches.
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4. Law Enforcement and Cyber Units
Many nations have established specialized cybercrime units within police departments
and public agencies dedicated to:
» Tracking cybercriminals
> Responding to cyber incidents
» Educating the public
Despite these frameworks, several challenges remain:
» Inconsistent laws across countries
» Limited resources for enforcement

» Difficulty in prosecuting anonymous offenders

Measures to Prevent and Mitigate Cybercrime
Effectively combating cybercrime requires actions at multiple levels: individual users,

organizations, governments, and international partners.

1. Education and Awareness Programs
Promoting cyber hygiene — such as:
» Strong and unique passwords
» Regular software updates
» Avoiding suspicious links or attachments
» Using two-factor authentication (2FA)
Educational campaigns help users recognize threats.

2. Technological Solutions
Organizations should implement:
» Firewalls and intrusion detection systems
» Encryption for data communication
» Al-driven threat detection
These tools help identify and respond to cyber threats proactively.

3. Corporate and Organizational Security Policies
Businesses must develop comprehensive cybersecurity policies, including:
» Regular security audits
» Employee training
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» Secure application development
> Incident response plans

4. Legal and Policy Enhancements
Governments should:
» Continuously update cybercrime laws
» Establish strict penalties for offenders

» Encourage private-sector reporting of cyber attacks

5. International Cooperation
Cross-border information sharing and joint task forces help track cyber criminals and

dismantle global cybercrime networks.

Recommendations
Based on the research, the following recommendations aim to strengthen defenses and reduce
the incidence of cybercrime:
1. Mandatory Cyber Education in Schools
Integrate digital safety into the curriculum starting from middle school to make students

aware of online risks.

2. Public-Private Collaboration
Governments, tech companies, and civil society should work together to:
e Share threat intelligence
e Develop secure technologies

e Educate communities

3. Improved Legal Harmonization
Countries should work toward unified cybercrime laws that make prosecution easier

and reduce loopholes exploited by offenders.
4. Accessible Reporting Mechanisms

Creating user-friendly reporting tools enables victims to report cybercrimes quickly,

improving response times.
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5. Investment in Research and Innovation
Funding research in cybersecurity technologies like artificial intelligence and machine
learning can help preemptively detect cyber attacks.

Conclusion
Cybercrime represents a serious and growing threat to digital society. Its diverse forms from
ransomware and hacking to online fraud and identity theft pose substantial risks to individuals,
businesses, and governments. While laws and cybersecurity measures are evolving, rapid
technological growth and international complexity demand coordinated efforts across sectors
and borders. Increasing awareness, improving legal frameworks, advancing technology, and
fostering cooperation are essential to protect the digital world and ensure trust in digital

systems.
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