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ABOUT US

The International Journal for Legal Research & Analysis (IJLRA) (ISSN: 2582-6433) is a peer-
reviewed, academic, online journal published on a monthly basis. The journal aims to provide
a comprehensive and interactive platform for the publication of original and high-quality legal

research.

IJLRA publishes Short Articles, Long Articles, Research Papers, Case Comments, Book
Reviews, Essays, and interdisciplinary studies in the field of law and allied disciplines. The
journal seeks to promote critical analysis and informed discourse on contemporary legal, social,

and policy issues.

The primary objective of IJLRA is to enhance academic engagement and scholarly dialogue
among law students, researchers, academicians, legal professionals, and members of the Bar
and Bench. The journal endeavours to establish itself as a credible and widely cited academic
publication through the publication of original, well-researched, and analytically sound

contributions.

IJLRA welcomes submissions from all branches of law, provided the work is original,
unpublished, and submitted in accordance with the prescribed submission guidelines. All
manuscripts are subject to a rigorous peer-review process to ensure academic quality,

originality, and relevance.
Through its publications, the International Journal for Legal Research & Analysis aspires to

contribute meaningfully to legal scholarship and the development of law as an instrument of

justice and social progress.
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the highest standards of publication ethics and academic integrity. All manuscripts submitted
to the journal must be original, unpublished, and free from plagiarism, data fabrication,
falsification, or any form of unethical research or publication practice. Authors are solely
responsible for the accuracy, originality, legality, and ethical compliance of their work and
must ensure that all sources are properly cited and that necessary permissions for any third-
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and electronic formats. The views and opinions expressed in the articles are those of the authors
alone and do not reflect the views of the Editors, Editorial Board, Reviewers, or Publisher.
IJLRA shall not be liable for any loss, damage, claim, or legal consequence arising from the
use, reliance upon, or interpretation of the content published. By submitting a manuscript, the
author(s) agree to fully indemnify and hold harmless the journal, its Editor-in-Chief, Editors,
Editorial Board, Reviewers, Advisors, Publisher, and Management against any claims,
liabilities, or legal proceedings arising out of plagiarism, copyright infringement, defamation,
breach of confidentiality, or violation of third-party rights. The journal reserves the absolute
right to reject, withdraw, retract, or remove any manuscript or published article in case of
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JUSTICE IN REAL TIME: APROPOSAL FOR FULL
TRANSPARENCY IN ONGOING TRIALS OF PUBLIC
OFFICIALS”

AUTHORED BY - T.BHARATH & MATHANACHANDIRAN.B

1. ABSTRACT (SUMMARY OVERVIEW)

The project examines two interconnected modern legal concerns—digital exploitation
(especially of women and children) and the need for transparency in judicial proceedings,
particularly in trials involving public officials.

With the rapid growth of digital technologies, new forms of cyber exploitation such as online
harassment, grooming, and image-based abuse have emerged. These crimes are often complex,
anonymous, and transnational, making enforcement difficult. At the same time, there is
increasing demand for transparency in the justice system, especially in cases involving public
figures, to ensure accountability and public trust.

The study critically analyzes existing legal frameworks, judicial interpretations, and
enforcement challenges. It concludes that a multi-dimensional approach combining legal
reforms, technological tools, and awareness is essential for both combating digital exploitation

and ensuring transparent justice delivery.

2. INTRODUCTION

2.1 Background

Justice is a fundamental pillar of democracy. The judiciary ensures rule of law, protection of
rights, and accountability of public officials. Traditionally, courts follow the principle of open
justice, allowing public access to proceedings.

However, in reality:

Access is limited

Media reporting is selective

Public awareness is incomplete

This creates a gap between justice delivered and justice perceived.
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2.2 Concept of Open Justice
Open justice ensures:
Transparency
Accountability
Public confidence
But physical court access is no longer sufficient in the digital age. Therefore, real-time
transparency (live streaming, digital access) is proposed as an extension of this principle.

2.3 Need for Transparency in Trials of Public Officials
e Public officials must be held to higher accountability because:
e They exercise public power
e Their actions affect society
e Lack of transparency leads to:

e Misinformation

e Media manipulation

e Loss of trust

e Real-time transparency ensures:
e Direct public access

e Reduced reliance on media

e Improved accountability

2.4 Role of Technology
e Technological advancements like:
e Live streaming
e Digital courts
e Online judgments
have already started transforming the judiciary. However, concerns like privacy, misuse, and

infrastructure limitations must be addressed.
2.5 Constitutional Perspective

e Article 19(1)(a) — Right to information
e Article 21 — Right to fair trial
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Thus, a balance is required between:

Transparency

Fair trial rights

2.6 Challenges

Witness intimidation
Media influence
Privacy violations

Lack of infrastructure

2.7 Objectives of Study

Examine transparency in judiciary
Analyze legal framework
Identify challenges

Suggest practical solutions

3. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

3.1 Digital Transformation

ISSN: 2582-6433

Technology has transformed communication and governance but also introduced risks like

digital exploitation.

3.2 Digital Exploitation

Includes:
Cyberstalking
Online harassment
Grooming
Image-based abuse
Key features:
Anonymity
Continuous harm

Difficult detection
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3.3 Gendered Nature of Abuse

This reflects existing societal inequalities extended into digital space.

Women face:
Trolling
Threats

Character assassination

3.4 Children’s Vulnerability

Children are exposed to:
Grooming
Cyberbullying
Exploitative content
Impact includes:
Psychological harm

Long-term trauma

3.5 Evolution of Cybercrime

Cybercrime has become:
Sophisticated
Global

Technology-driven

3.6 Role of Digital Platforms

Platforms act as intermediaries but often:
Lack proper regulation

Delay content removal

3.7 Technological Factors

Technology is both:

A tool for crime (deepfakes, Al)

A solution (Al detection, digital forensics)
3.8 Challenges

ISSN: 2582-6433
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e Anonymity
e Jurisdiction issues
e Underreporting

e Lack of awareness

3.9 Importance of Awareness
e Digital literacy helps:
e Prevent exploitation

e Encourage reporting

3.10 Victim Support

Victims need:

Legal aid

Psychological support

Confidentiality

4. LEGAL FRAMEWORK
4.1 Information Technology Act, 2000
e Key provisions:

e Section 66E — Privacy violation

Section 67 — Obscenity

Section 67A — Explicit content

Section 67B — Child exploitation

4.2 Intermediary Liability
e Platforms must;
e Remove harmful content

e Cooperate with authorities

4.3 Indian Penal Code / Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
e Covers:

e Stalking

ISSN: 2582-6433
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e Voyeurism
e Defamation

e Harassment

4.4 POCSO Act, 2012
e Protects children from:
e Sexual abuse
e Online exploitation
e Provides:
e Child-friendly procedures
e Confidentiality

4.5 Indecent Representation of Women Act
e Addresses:
e Objectification

e Exploitative digital content

4.6 IT Rules, 2021
e Mandates:
e Grievance mechanisms
e Quick content removal

e Platform accountability

4.7 Data Protection and Privacy
e Privacy is a fundamental right, protecting individuals from:
e Data misuse

e Unauthorized access

4.8 International Framework
e Global cooperation is necessary due to:
e Cross-border crimes

e Jurisdictional challenges
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4.9 Enforcement Challenges
e Lack of expertise
e Infrastructure gaps

e Delays

5. JUDICIAL INTERPRETATION
5.1 Role of Judiciary

Courts interpret laws to adapt to new cyber challenges.

5.2 Right to Privacy
e Recognized as fundamental — protects against:
e Data misuse

e Image-based abuse

5.3 Freedom of Speech vs Abuse
e Courts balance:
e Free speech

e Protection from harm

5.4 Interpretation of IT Act
e Courts clarified:
e Obscenity
e Platform liability

5.5 Cyberstalking Recognition
e Recognized as serious offence causing:
e Psychological harm

e Social impact

5.6 Child Protection Approach
e Courts ensure:

e Confidentiality

ISSN: 2582-6433
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e Safe procedures

5.7 Electronic Evidence
e Challenges:
e Authenticity
e Admissibility
e Courts rely on:

e Digital forensics

5.8 Jurisdiction Issues
Courts adopt flexible approach due to:

Borderless nature of internet

5.9 Judicial Activism
e Courts fill legal gaps through:
e Guidelines

e Progressive interpretation

6. CRITICAL ANALYSIS
6.1 Benefits of Transparency
e Improves accountability
e Builds public trust

e Reduces corruption

6.2 Risks to Fair Trial
e Media pressure
e Witness influence

e Prejudice against accused

6.3 Trial by Media
e Leads to:

e Sensationalism
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e Bias

e Misinterpretation

6.4 Privacy Concerns
e Transparency may:
e Expose sensitive information

e Harm victims

6.5 Technological Challenges
e Infrastructure gaps
e Cybersecurity risks

e High costs

6.6 Institutional Readiness
e Courts may face:
e Resistance

e Lack of training

6.7 Selective vs Full Transparency

e Selective transparency is more practical because it:

e Protects privacy

e Ensures fairness

6.8 Need for Safeguards
e Delayed broadcasting
e Anonymity protection

e Judicial discretion

7. FINDINGS
e Key findings include:
e Laws are inadequate for modern crimes

e Lack of global regulation

ISSN: 2582-6433
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e Difficulty in identifying offenders
e Technical gap in enforcement
e Jurisdictional issues

e Emerging cyber threats

8. SUGGESTIONS

8.1 Legal Reforms
Enact clear and updated cyber laws

8.2 International Cooperation

Strengthen global legal frameworks

8.3 Stronger Regulations
AML & KYC enforcement

8.4 Capacity Building

Training for judges and police

8.5 Use of Technology
Al and digital forensics

8.6 Public Awareness

Digital literacy programs

8.7 Specialized Authorities

Dedicated cybercrime bodies

9. CONCLUSION
e The study concludes that:
o Digital exploitation is a growing and serious issue
e Legal frameworks are evolving but insufficient

e Judicial interpretation plays a crucial role
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e Transparency in trials is necessary but must be regulated
e A balanced approach is essential—one that ensures:
e Accountability
e Fair trial
e Privacy protection
e Ultimately, justice in the digital age must combine:
e Law
e Technology

e Social awareness
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