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journal seeks to promote critical analysis and informed discourse on contemporary legal, social,

and policy issues.

The primary objective of IJLRA is to enhance academic engagement and scholarly dialogue
among law students, researchers, academicians, legal professionals, and members of the Bar
and Bench. The journal endeavours to establish itself as a credible and widely cited academic
publication through the publication of original, well-researched, and analytically sound

contributions.
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unpublished, and submitted in accordance with the prescribed submission guidelines. All
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originality, and relevance.
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ABSTRACT

Transnational Organized crime has evolved into a transnational issue, no longer limited

to national borders or geographical jurisdictions. Although these crimes have taken
many different forms throughout history, the current patterns are more intricate.
Nearly every nation is impacted by transnational organized crime (TOC), which is encouraged
by a number of factors such as globalization, poverty and unequal wealth distribution,
technological advancements, corruption, poor governance, location, and many more. The
study discusses the growing number of TOC cases in India; the nation is
currently impacted by a number of transnational criminal activities. Smuggling,
trafficking in firearms, human and drug trafficking, prostitution, kidnapping, and cybercrimes
are a few examples. Criminal networks are growing and becoming more varied
in their operations. Consequently, TOCs hinder social and economic advancement. The study

also examines how TOCs affect various sectors.

Keywords: transnational organized crime, organized crime, politics, human rights, law and

order, security, threat, India

Introduction
India confronts transnational organized crime (TOC) as a multifaceted menace that
transcends its borders, intertwining with national security, economic stability, and social
cohesion. In an era of globalization, where porous frontiers and rapid technological

advancements facilitate illicit flows, TOC manifests through drug trafficking, human
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smuggling, arms proliferation, cyber fraud, money laundering, and wildlife trade. From India's
vantage point, these crimes are not mere peripheral issues but existential threats amplified by
its strategic location—sandwiched between the Golden Crescent (Afghanistan-Pakistan-Iran
opium hub) to the west and the Golden Triangle (Myanmar-Laos-Thailand narcotics zone) to
the east. This geopolitical sandwiching exposes India to relentless criminal influxes,
undermining its developmental aspirations and testing the resilience of its law enforcement
apparatus.

TOC, as defined by the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime (UNTOC, 2000), involves serious crimes committed by structured groups across
national boundaries, with effects rippling globally. India, a signatory since 2005, grapples with
this convention's implications amid rising incidents. The National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) data underscores the surge: in 2022 alone, over 1,500 cases of human trafficking were
registered, many linked to cross-border syndicates from Bangladesh and Nepal. Drug seizures
by the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) hit record highs, with 2,300 kg of heroin intercepted
in 2023, primarily from Pakistan and Afghanistan via maritime and land routes. These figures
pale against the iceberg's submerged mass, as experts estimate the actual volume at 10-20 times
higher due to underreporting and sophisticated concealment tactics.

Historically, India's brush with TOC traces back to colonial smuggling networks,
evolving post-independence into modern hydra-headed syndicates. The 1980s Punjab
militancy era marked a watershed, with Pakistani ISI allegedly channeling narcotics and arms
to fuel Khalistani insurgency, a tactic persisting in Kashmir today. The Northeast's ethnic
insurgencies Naga, ULFA, and others thrive on smuggling from Myanmar, blending arms,
drugs, and extortion. Meanwhile, the coastal belts of Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Tamil Nadu
serve as conduits for hawala money and synthetic drugs from Latin America via the Indian
Ocean. Cyber TOC adds a digital dimension: Indian mule accounts launder billions for West
African scams and Chinese betting rings, with the Indian Cybercrime Coordination Centre
(14C) reporting 10,000 crore defrauded in 2024.

The socioeconomic undercurrents fueling TOC in India are profound. Poverty,
unemployment, and inequality particularly in Border States like Manipur, Mizoram, and
Jammu create fertile recruitment grounds for criminal foot soldiers. Tribal communities, often
alienated from mainstream development, become unwitting pawns in wildlife trafficking (e.qg.,
red sandalwood to Southeast Asia) or opium cultivation. Corruption within customs, police,

and political echelons exacerbates vulnerabilities; the 2023 CBI raids exposed nexus between
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port officials and D-Company remnants in Mumbai. Globalization's dark side liberalized trade,
under regulated remittances, and e-commerce supercharges these crimes. Cryptocurrencies and
dark web marketplaces enable untraceable transactions, while free trade agreements
inadvertently mask smuggling in legitimate cargo.

From India's perspective, TOC's ramifications are catastrophic. Economically, it drains
resources: the UNDP estimates India's annual loss at $20-30 billion from money laundering
and black-market trade, distorting FDI and tax revenues. Security-wise, it converges with
terrorism; NIA charge sheets reveal Let and ISIS modules funded via hawala from Gulf
expatriates. Socially, human trafficking devastates demographics over 80% of victims are
women and children forced into sex work or labor in the Middle East and Southeast Asia while
drug epidemics ravage youth in Punjab (HIV rates soaring among injectors) and Goa (synthetic
drugs). Environmental crimes like ivory and pangolin smuggling decimate biodiversity,
clashing with India's Paris Agreement commitments.

India’s legal arsenal, though robust, reveals gaps. The Prevention of Money Laundering

Act (PMLA, 2002) empowers ED seizures worth X1 lakh crore since 2014, yet conviction rates
languish below 20%. The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) targets terror-TOC
links, but judicial delays hamper efficacy. Maritime laws like the Smugglers and Foreign
Exchange Manipulators Act (COFEPOSA) detain kingpins, but enforcement falters against
agile networks. Institutionally, the NCB, NIA, and Coast Guard score wins e.g., Operation
Trishul netting 500 kg meth from Iran in 2024 but silos persist between state police and central
agencies.
Internationally, India leverages platforms like the UNODC's World Wildlife Crime Report and
INTERPOL's Fusion Task Force, co-chairing the 3rd BIMSTEC Security Chiefs' meet in 2023
to counter regional TOC. Bilateral pacts with Myanmar (drug control) and Bangladesh
(trafficking MoUs) yield joint operations, yet trust deficits linger amid China's Belt and Road
Influence (BRI) allegedly shielding Golden Triangle cartels. The Quad's anti-crime pillar eyes
Indo-Pacific smuggling, but ASEAN hesitancy limits scope. Domestically, the 2024 National
Security Strategy emphasizes Al-driven border surveillance (e.g., Comprehensive Integrated
Border Management System along 15,000 km frontiers) and FASTFENCING in Northeast.

Challenges abound: technological asymmetry criminals wield drones and encrypted
apps outpaces state capabilities. Porous 409 shared border districts with Bangladesh, Nepal,
Bhutan, Myanmar, China, and Pakistan defy fencing; the Radcliffe Line sees 100+ daily illegal

crossings. Capacity deficits plague 1.4 million police personnel, with 25% vacancies and
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outdated training. Political patronage, as in the 2022 Manipur drug baron arrests tied to
ministers, erodes morale. Climate change-induced migrations from Bangladesh amplify
trafficking vectors.

Yet, opportunities emerge. Digital public infrastructure like Aadhaar and UPI disrupts
hawala by tracing flows. Startup ecosystems spawn fintech anti-fraud tools, while Operation
Digital Board integrates CCTVs with facial recognition. Public-private partnerships, as with
Reliance Ports' anti-smuggling tech, scale solutions. India's G20 presidency in 2023 spotlighted
TOC convergence, pushing the 2024 Delhi Declaration for Al ethics in enforcement.

In sum, India’s TOC battle demands a paradigm shift: from reactive policing to
proactive intelligence fusion, community resilience, and diplomatic offensive. As President
Trump’s reelection pivots U.S. focus to China threats, India must seize Quad synergies against
shared illicit flows. Strengthening UNTOC implementation through a dedicated National TOC
Coordination Centre could unify efforts. Ultimately, conquering TOC requires holistic
governance uprooting inequality, fortifying borders, and harnessing innovation to safeguard
Viksit Bharat's vision by 2047. This introduction sets the stage for deeper analysis,

underscoring that India's TOC war is not just law enforcement but a civilizational imperative.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Global studies by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime highlight the
expansion of organized crime through globalization and digitalization. Indian research
emphasizes border vulnerabilities, weak regional cooperation, and the growing cyber
dimension.

Due to India's large, porous borders, complicated geopolitical location, and quick
technical improvements, transnational organized crime (TOC) poses a serious danger to both
national security and socioeconomic stability. According to published research, India is both a
destination and a significant transit center for illegal trafficking, with criminal networks
increasingly adopting adaptable, opportunistic, and technologically advanced strategies.

Important Aspects of Transnational Crime in India Illicit drug trafficking is one of
the biggest TOCs, with India serving as a vital transit hub (e.g. The g. between the
Golden Triangle and Golden Crescent) and an expanding consumer market. Human
Trafficking and Illegal Migration: Unauthorized border crossings, forced labor, and sexual
exploitation trafficking are ongoing problems that are frequently connected to

organized syndicates. Contract Killing and Arms Smuggling: Large criminal
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networks engage in the smuggling of weapons, which frequently contributes
to regional instability. Cybercrime and Financial Crimes: Data theft, online fraud, and the use
of cryptocurrencies for money laundering have all been made easier by the development of
digital technology. Terrorism-Crime Nexus: The connection between terrorist organizations
and organized crime networks, where profits from crimes like drug trafficking and smuggling
are used to finance subversive activities, is a significant trend noted in literature.

Factors Encouraging Transnational Crime in India Geopolitical Location: India is
susceptible to transit trafficking due to its location between the Golden Crescent and Triangle,
two major drug-producing regions. Porous Borders: Extended and difficult borders with nearby
nations (e.g. The g. Pakistan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, and others) enable
smuggling. Corruption: Criminals find safe havens by infiltrating political, law enforcement,
and bureaucratic institutions. Technological Advancements: Cybercrimes and human
trafficking are made possible by the increased use of the internet and the anonymity it offers.

Legislative and Law Enforcement Reactions Legal Frameworks: India
has passed laws like the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) and the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act. International Cooperation: To fight trafficking and
terrorism, India works with organizations like INTERPOL and UNODC (United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime). Challenges: The need for increased technological capability in
law enforcement agencies, a backlog in the judiciary, and the sluggish implementation of
international treaties frequently limit the efficacy of these measures.

However, case-based analysis remains limited this article addresses that gap.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1. How does India perceive TOC?

2. What are its major forms and impacts?

3. How effective are India’s responses?

4. What lessons emerge from real case studies?
METHODOLOGY

The study uses:

1. Secondary data (reports, NCRB, policy documents)

2. Case study analysis

3. Thematic interpretation
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ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION WITH CASE STUDIES

There is no unconventional definition of transnational organized crimes (TOCS) in
India, including organized crime. However, the ones that are currently in place give the
impression that they are conducting illicit business by organizations whose members
are united by a common goal of making money from those ventures. The term "TOC" describes
actions that involve networks or groups of individuals working in a nation planning and
carrying out illegal business ventures. It includes things like
money laundering, cybercrimes, human smuggling, human trafficking, weapons,
drugs, body parts, endangered species, and nuclear material In India, TOCs are hierarchical,
their networks are connected to government officials, and
politicians help them manage their businesses. Mumbai, one of India's largest financial hubs,
serves as the main battlefield for numerous gangs engaged in ongoing conflict. These criminal
gangs develop a strong organizational structure.

The three main TOC groups in India are the Babloo Shrivastava Gang, Chhota Rajan
Gang, and Dawood Ibrahim Gang. Due to its extensive network throughout India, the Dawood
Ibrahim Gang is the most feared mafia group. It has been in operation since 1985
and engages in extortion, contract killing, smuggling, and the trafficking of weapons and drugs.
In 1993, the Chhota Rajan Gang separated from the Dawood Ibrahim. This network engages
in both drug trafficking and contract killing. Lastly, Babloo Shrivastava participates in the
murder and abduction. As a result, illegal drug trafficking is the primary focus of TOC activities
in India and has grown to be the most important problem. This is due to the fact that India is
one of the main traditional producers of licit opium, which is needed for scientific and medical
purposes. A portion of the drugs enter the black market in various ways, such as through the

illicit cultivation of the plant.

SMUGGLING

According to Jyosna (2012), smuggling is an economic offense that includes covert
activities that lead to unreported trade. The nature of the government's fiscal policies has a
significant impact on the growth of smuggling. As a result, the current fiscal policies also
determine the type and volume of smuggled goods. India's vast coastline of nearly 7,500 km
and its open borders with Bhutan and Nepal make it vulnerable to widespread smuggling of
contraband and many other consumables (Jyosna, 2012). Even though it

was challenging to quantify the quantity and value of goods that were smuggled into
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the nation, it is still possible to make some educated guesses about the quantity and value
of these items, even though they may only make up a small percentage of smuggling.

SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND DRUG TRAFFICKING

In addition to being transnational in nature, drug abuse and trafficking are arguably the
most dangerous organized crimes that impact the Indian state. Due to its geographic
location between the Golden Triangle and Golden Crescent countries, India serves as a transit
hub for drugs made in these regions and smuggled into the West. In India, large quantities
of illicit opium are also produced and supplied to the black market. Hashish, opium, heroin,
methaqualone, and cannabis are the five main drugs that are trafficked illegally in India.
Amphetamine, cocaine, and LSD seizures are uncommon and insignificant, according to
Jyosna (2012).

TERRORISM AND NARCO-TERRORISM

Terrorism is a major issue for India. Conceptually, since terrorism's primary goal is
political or ideological, it does not belong in the category of organized crime. As a result, the
goal of terrorism is very different from that of organized crime, which is to
gain financial dominance. However, the Indian experience shows that organized crime
groups are responsible for a variety of crimes, including drug trafficking, kidnapping, rape,
murder, and gun running Money Laundering and Hawala Money laundering is
the process of transforming illicitly obtained funds into a currency that appears to be legal
and can be used in the legitimate economy. According to Allum and Stan (2012), numerous
studies demonstrate that the proceeds of drug-related crimes are major global sources of
money laundering. For example, Joysna (2012) hypothesizes that tax evasion

and exchange regulation violations.

MONEY LAUNDERING
The complex processes of integration, layering, and placement are used to achieve the
money laundering motive, allowing lawbreakers to freely use the money incorporated into the
legitimate economy without worrying about being discovered. Fundamentally, money
laundering poses a severe threat to both the criminal justice systems of individual nations

and their sovereignty.
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CONTRACT KILLINGS

In India, murder is never punishable by the death penalty or life in
prison under Section 302 of the Indian Penal Code. According to a recent study, the likelihood
of contract killings being discovered is very low, and the conviction rate for murder cases
is almost 38%. Contract killings are carried out by hiring a specialized gang for financial gain.

PROSTITUTION TRADING

The underworld is primarily responsible for the lucrative business of sex. The flesh
trade has been thriving in India in a number of different contexts. Call girl networks and
brothels that profit handsomely from prostitution are closely linked to the underworld. In order
to lower the possibility that they will be rescued, the criminal class transports young girls to
brothels across India. According to an IHO (Indian Health Organization) study, there are over
a million prostitutes in Calcutta and an equivalent number in Bombay. There are an estimated
40,000 prostitutes in each of Pune and Delhi.

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

Many Indians work overseas, particularly in the Gulf region, as many young people
wish to relocate for better-paying jobs. Large-scale migration has been encouraged by
higher wages abroad in contrast to higher unemployment rates in India.

FINDINGS

1. Networked and Transnational Structure
TOCs in India operate through decentralized, flexible networks rather than rigid
hierarchies, enabling cross-border coordination and resilience against enforcement

actions.

2. Diversification of Criminal Activities
Organized crime has expanded beyond traditional smuggling into:
1. Drug trafficking
2. Human trafficking
3. Cybercrime

4. Money laundering
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5. Arms trafficking

3. Crime Terror Nexus
A significant linkage exists between organized crime and terrorism through:
1. Hawala financing
2. Arms supply chains
3. Drug trade funding

Judicial recognition is evident in cases like Kartar Singh v. State of Punjab.

4. Legal Framework Exists but Implementation Gaps Persist
While India has strong statutes (PMLA, NDPS, UAPA), enforcement suffers from:
1. Procedural delays
2. Low conviction rates

3. Weak inter-agency coordination

5. Technological Enablement of Crime
Digital tools (darknet, encryption, cryptocurrency) have enhanced:
1. Anonymity
2. Speed of transactions
3. Global reach

6. Institutional and Governance Weaknesses
Corruption, lack of coordination, and limited technical capacity undermine enforcement

effectiveness.

FACTORS WHICH FACILITATE INCREASE OF TOCs IN INDIA
Organized crime has ever existed in India in some kind or another. However, such crime
has assumed its lethal form in the contemporary world due to various political and socio-
economic factors, as well as the advancements in science and technology. The major factors

which facilitate to increase TOCs in India are discussed below.
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GLOBALIZATION

Money laundering, drug trafficking, human trafficking, and smuggling have all
significantly increased in India as a result of globalization. Beyond these social issues, the
expansion and reorganization of the state's authority has repercussions. One way
that globalization affects TOC is through its potential to be criminogenic, since it has made it
easier for criminals to cross national borders. Between $65 and $85 trillion worth of goods
and services are produced annually as a result of globalization. It is getting more and more
challenging to control what is shipped and identifies the kinds of goods that are crossing
international borders as the volume of global activities keeps growing. However, the existing
system finds it difficult to identify the sender or recipient of those shipments. As a

result, organized crime groups find it much simpler to smuggle.

CORRUPTION

In one form or another, corruption has always existed in India. Its origins can be traced
back to the opportunistic actions of previous leaders who made significant contributions to
the nation. In fact, there has long been a belief in India that people who work according to
moral principles are stupid and will never become wealthy. The relationship between
politicians’ bureaucrats and criminals is the primary cause of corruption. It's interesting to note
that bribery has advanced to the point where it is now used to obtain both right
and wrong things. Additionally, it appears that this behavior is now considered normal in
the nation. As a result, it is easy to engage in illegal activities like drug and human trafficking as
well as the smuggling of other goods as long as one has the funds to bribe the
authorities. Naturally, people make a lot of money from the majority of illicit trades since they

are always costly and untaxed.

POOR GOVERNANCE

Due to its relative poverty, India suffers greatly from bad governance. The most
important factor in a nation's development is its governance, which creates opportunities for
both foreign and domestic investors in a welcoming environment Poor governance in India has
developed into an albatross that seeks to essentially choke the system as a whole. It has been
the primary cause of corruption and nepotism, which have permeated every level of the nation's
system. India is classified as a high-risk country in a study conducted by the UK-based

company Maplecroft. According to the survey, India's decision making process is so
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inadequate that it is unable to act promptly. An inability to address problems typically seriously
undermines the political process, and as a result, crime and corruption have also increased in

India at a higher rate. S has been impacted by poor governance.

GEO-STRATEGIC LOCATION

Regarding business operations, India's central location has many benefits and
drawbacks. The country borders Nepal with China in the north and east, Pakistan on the west,
and the vast Indian Ocean coastline in the south. This has a number of advantages because the
country's coastline provides a sea route that supports the massive fishing industry and maritime
trade. Additionally, having a border with china has many modernization advantages that help
advance technology. However, since most illegal goods, including drugs, are brought into the
nation by sea, the coastline has also contributed to the growth of TOC. Smuggling goods
through Indian ports is comparatively easier due to widespread corruption in the public and
security sectors. Additionally, the majority of criminals prefer to use water transportation

because it can transport large quantities of goods. Being a neighbor is another.

POVERTY

In India, 28.5% of people live in poverty. The majority of these people make less than
33 rupees per day. However, since the majority of people make 40 rupees or less, there are
more people in poverty than this number. Since their income is insufficient to meet the needs of
most families in a nation where commaodity prices are raising daily, this class of people faces
the majority of the difficulties associated with poverty. Due to this poverty rate the majority of
Indians look for alternative sources of income to augment their income. The majority of them
choose to join TOCs, which provide an improved and simpler method of earning tax-free
money. Additionally, operating a legitimate business is nearly identical to operating an illicit
one because bribery of the police is required regardless of the nature of the activities.
Additionally, maintaining a legal business in India is frequently expensive due to the

requirement for capital.

UNEMPLOYMENT PROBLEM

India's unemployment rate is a significant problem that is getting worse every year due

to the country's growing unemployed population. Many graduates remain unemployed for
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years after graduating. The majority of job seekers become discouraged and frustrated as a
result, which leads them to join criminal organizations. Because educated people have the skills
necessary to manage illicit business activities, this further contributes to the rise in transnational
organized crime. Some of them possess the computer and other technological know-how

needed to conduct transactions and remove any evidence.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Legal Reforms
Introduce comprehensive legislation specifically targeting organized crime
Align domestic laws with the United Nations Convention against Transnational

Organized Crime

2. Strengthening Enforcement Mechanisms
Enhance coordination among:
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
National Investigation Agency (NIA)
Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB)
Establish integrated task forces
3. Technological Integration
Deploy:
Artificial Intelligence
Big Data Analytics
Cyber forensics tools
4. Financial Surveillance
Strengthen anti-money laundering frameworks
Monitor cryptocurrency and digital transactions
Enhance role of Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU-IND)
5. International Cooperation
Strengthen:
Extradition treaties
Mutual Legal Assistance Treaties (MLATS)
Intelligence-sharing mechanisms

6. Capacity Building
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Specialized training in:
Cybercrime investigation
Financial forensics
International criminal law

7. Anti-Corruption Measures
Strict accountability mechanisms
Independent oversight bodies

8. Socio-Economic Measures
Poverty alleviation programs
Employment generation

Awareness campaigns to reduce vulnerability

FINAL FINDINGS

TOCs in India are complex, adaptive, and globally integrated systems.

They operate at the intersection of crime, terrorism, and economic systems.

Legal frameworks are adequate in design but weak in implementation.
Technological evolution has made TOCs more sophisticated and harder to detect.

A fragmented institutional approach significantly reduces enforcement effectiveness.

Sustainable control requires a holistic, multi-layered, and internationally coordinated strategy.

CONCLUSION

Transnational Organized Crime poses a serious non-traditional security threat to India,
affecting governance, economic stability, and internal security. The transformation of
organized crime into technologically advanced and globally connected networks reflects
broader structural changes in the international system.

India has established a robust legal and institutional framework; however, the
persistence of TOCs highlights critical deficiencies in enforcement, coordination, and
technological adaptation. Addressing these challenges requires a multi-dimensional strategy
integrating legal reforms, technological innovation, institutional strengthening, and socio-
economic development.

Ultimately, since TOCs transcend national borders, effective control depends on strong
international cooperation and coordinated global action.
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