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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS IN 

AGRICULTURAL INNOVATIONS. 
 

AUTHORED BY - DR. SHRUTI N. JADHAV. 

 

 

Purpose: 

The future of agricultural innovations in India will require a focus on sustainability. Innovations 

that promote eco-friendly farming practices, reduce pesticide use, and improve crop resilience 

to climate change will be critical. Protecting such innovations through IPR can boost their 

development and adoption. 

 

Collaboration between farmers, research institutions, and businesses will help ensure the 

appropriate use of IPR in agriculture. It will be important to create partnerships that respect 

farmers' rights while incentivizing innovation. 

 

Protecting traditional agricultural knowledge, along with recognizing the contributions of local 

communities, will require more focused efforts to prevent bio-piracy and ensure that farmers 

receive the benefits of innovations they have contributed to over generations. 

 

The Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers' Rights (PPV&FR) Act, 2001 was enacted in 

India to provide legal protection for new plant varieties while safeguarding farmers' rights. 

 

Patents: 

Patents are crucial for protecting new agricultural inventions, such as genetically modified 

crops, new plant varieties, and innovative farming tools or machinery. In India, the Patents Act, 

1970 provides the framework for granting patents. 

 

Geographical Indications (GI): 

GIs are used in agricultural products like Basmati rice, Darjeeling tea, Alphonso mangoes, and 

Coorg coffee. These tags help protect the unique identity and marketability of these agricultural 

products while promoting regional economic growth. 

 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume II Issue7|Feb 2025 

 

ISSN: 2582-6433 

 
 

 

Page | 7 
 

Copyright: 

Agricultural research publications, farming manuals, and agricultural software can be protected 

under copyright law. This allows agricultural innovators to control the distribution and use of 

their work. 

 

Trademarks: 

Agricultural companies can trademark their products, such as fertilizers, seeds, and farm 

machinery, to build brand identity. Similarly, trademarks can be used by farmers or producers of 

specific agricultural products. 

 

Methodology: 

 

Major Findings: 

Intellectual property rights play a vital role in encouraging agricultural innovations in India, 

careful attention needs to be paid to ensuring that the rights of farmers, local communities, and 

the environment are also protected. Balancing innovation with sustainability, equity, and 

inclusivity will be key for the agricultural sector's growth in the coming years. 
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