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THE LEGAL RESPONSE TO DRUG ABUSE IN INDIA:
ENFORCEMENT, PROSECUTION AND POLICY
IMPLICATIONS

AUTHORED BY - MAMTA YADAV & LALIT MOHAN,
Research Scholars at Faculty Of Law, University Of Delhi.

Indian legal authorities are increasingly concerned about drug usage. This article will explain
the Narcotics Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985, which enforces drug trafficking,
consumption, and penalty legislation. Indian drug laws have developed since the 19th century,
with the current Narcotics Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985 replacing older
legislation to combat illicit drug trafficking and misuse. The NDPS Act forbids drug
cultivation, production, and consumption, unless authorised by the government for medical or
scientific purposes. The Act specifies sanctions based on drug quantity and type, with severe

penalties for habitual offenders and the possibility of death for commercial quantities.

The historical backdrop of drug usage in India is essential to understanding its prevalence now.
Ancient Indians used Bhang and Charas ritualistically and medicinally. This history shows that
various medicines were valued as part of cultural and medicinal practices. Bhang, derived from
cannabis, was revered in Ayurvedic medicine for its pain treatment and hunger stimulation
characteristics. These rituals show a time when drugs were respected and regulated for health

and spirituality, a far cry from modern drug addiction.

The perception of these compounds changed as civilizations and societies evolved. New
medications and increased interaction with neighboring regions led to a shift away from
traditional medicine. Recreational drug use gradually overwhelmed healers' techniques,
changing society's perspective of drugs. This development paved the way for India's drug abuse

issues.

Along with the historical acceptance of certain substances for therapeutic purposes, other
influences entered Indian society, causing a change. Drug usage increased as narcotics became
more accessible, especially from Afghanistan and Myanmar. Geopolitical considerations,
especially instability in several countries, facilitated drug production throughout this transition.
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As these countries became major manufacturers of opium and heroin, their drugs entered India,

generating a large narcotics market that altered traditional use and acceptability.

Drug misuse has affected families, schools, and law enforcement. The difference between
previous medical use and present-day abuse shows how complex drug issues are and how

society must change to recognize them.

Drug usage in India has increased due to neighboring countries’ drug producing zones.
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iran—the Golden Crescent—produce most opium and heroin in the
world, monopolizing drug supply. These territories export a massive amount of narcotics to
India, fuelling addiction and criminality. This flood has devastated Indian areas, especially

Punjab, where drug abuse is out of control.

Beyond the trade chain, these neighboring countries affect Indian society's social landscape.
The drug trade has created a culture of criminality, corruption, and bloodshed, requiring law

enforcement and policymakers to take strong action.

Understanding India's illicit drug suppliers exposes a difficult issue. As said, the Golden
Crescent and Golden Triangle, known for opium growing, produce most of India's misuse issue
drugs. Afghanistan produces the most opium, with Pakistan contributing significantly. These
nations grow opium poppies, which are processed into heroin and trafficked into India.Opium
is more valuable than other crops, hence farmers often plant it. These farmers turn to drug
trafficking due to economic hardship and political uncertainty. India receives a constant flow
of illicit substances, making it harder to combat the growing substance abuse public health

epidemic.

A strong drug addiction strategy must address illicit drug suppliers, they concluded.
Policymakers must address local and international drug production and trafficking concerns
and promote viable economic alternatives for drug-dependent communities. Since this issue
crosses borders, worldwide collaboration and support are essential. India must establish tactics
beyond law enforcement to combat drug misuse, including prevention, rehabilitation, and
education about drug impacts. To defeat drug traffickers, such comprehensive measures must

involve international cooperation and sharing intelligence.
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Drug Trafficking Routes and Methods
Ilicit drug trafficking entering India is well-organized and increasingly sophisticated, using
many routes and methods. The Golden Crescent and Golden Triangle are the main routes for
drug trafficking into India. Traffickers use land and marine channels, often with complicated
networks and a hierarchy of agents, to carry drugs undetected by law authorities. These
complex supply routes demonstrate that the drug trade is a global issue requiring worldwide

cooperation.

Traffickers' methods vary with law enforcement and border control. Land routes, especially via
rugged and rural locations, are preferred because they can evade authorities. Smugglers hide
drugs in legitimate goods, use couriers who swallow drugs to avoid screening, and use
sophisticated equipment to monitor law enforcement. This amount of organization and

planning suggests a well-established drug trafficking that resists law enforcement.

Some traffickers use encrypted conversations and online marketplaces in addition to traditional
smuggling methods. Law enforcement finds it harder to trace, intercept, and investigate drug
shipments with these advances. Drug traffickers' agility challenges law enforcement and raises

doubts about future solutions.

Operation sophistication increases when Golden Triangle countries work with Golden Crescent
drug networks. Traffickers may change their routes and methods in reaction to increased law
enforcement in some locations, illustrating the need for constant strategy modifications.
Collective intelligence sharing and better border controls may help dismantle these organised

crime networks.

Legislation before Independence
India has had drug laws since colonial times. The Opium Act of 1857 was one of the first
attempts to regulate opium cultivation and trafficking in the subcontinent, aiming to control the
profitable trade. After this act, the Opium Act of 1878 tightened opium growing, trafficking,
and usage laws and increased punishments for breaches. These early laws reflected British
colonial goals in controlling the opium trade and growing knowledge of drug uses social and
health effects.
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The Dangerous Drugs Act of 1930 expanded these laws to stop the unlawful trade of several
drugs. This ordinance strictly prohibited the production and distribution of harmful narcotics,
reflecting a growing concern over substance addiction beyond opium. This pre-independence

legislation showed an early grasp of drugs' therapeutic and addictive characteristics.

Legal System after Independence
After independence, India recognised the need for a comprehensive legislative framework to
fight drug misuse and trafficking. After independence, the Indian government reviewed
legislative provisions and sought an inclusive approach to improve regulation and enforcement.
This was due to the realisation that illicit drug trafficking was hurting Indian society,

particularly health, crime, and social stability.

Several initiatives were taken to curb drug usage, including the creation of more effective laws.
Committees and task forces have assessed drug-related concerns and their solutions over time.
This increased enforcement of drug laws and access to treatment and rehabilitation for
substance abusers. An organised legal structure to monitor and address drug-related offences
was needed due to growing knowledge of drug addiction's detrimental effects.

NDPS, 1985 Act: Establishment
The Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act was a turning point in India's
drug regulations. As trafficking routes between India and the Golden Crescent and Golden
Triangle increased, this act was passed to combat the growing drug trade and substance misuse.
The NDPS Act addressed both the growth of narcotics and the complex trafficking networks

in India.

The NDPS Act clarified drug offence categories and set punishments based on quantities and
type of drugs. The statute categorised narcotics into minor, less than commercial, and
commercial quantities for a tiered response to drug offences. It also stressed rehabilitation,
understanding that drug misuse requires both preventive and punishing measures. With a clear
structure, the NDPS Act attempted to limit the drug issue and create addiction rehabilitation
options. It was a fundamental change from prior rules and a recognition of the necessity for

tough enforcement and social support to prevent drug usage.
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Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act: An Overview

Drug usage and its effects are again discussed as cultures struggle with substance abuse. The
1985 Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act (NDPS Act) was passed to combat the
illicit drug trade and address rampant drug usage caused by smuggling routes through
neighbouring nations. Opium cultivation has been concentrated in the Golden Crescent and
Golden Triangle, bringing narcotics into India. Thus, the NDPS Act was passed to stop these
criminal operations and establish a regulatory framework that distinguishes medical drug usage
from abuse. The NDPS Act has wide goals to minimise drug trafficking and address the
substance addiction public health crisis. One goal is to ban the production, manufacture, sale,
and use of narcotics and psychotropic substances save for medical or research purposes. By
doing so, the Act sets explicit limits on such narcotics' usage, making society safer. To reduce
drug-related concerns, the Act emphasises legal aid and services to ensure that those accused
of drug crimes do not face judicial processes without adequate representation.

Due to its harsh penalties, the NDPS Act deters drug abuse and upholds social norms. Drugs
can be classified into minor, less than commercial, and commercial quantities to adapt
prosecution to the gravity of the offence. The Act intended to disrupt the drug trade and
encourage rehabilitated criminals by establishing harsher penalties for bigger quantities,
including life sentences for repeat offenders. The NDPS Act addresses drug misuse in India

comprehensively.

The Drug Use Regulation Framework
The NDPS Act strictly regulates dangerous substances, outlining their legality and penalties
for infractions. The Act forbids narcotic drug cultivation, manufacture, sale, and possession
unless for medical or scientific purposes. This regulatory system takes a multipronged approach

to drug usage, attempting to govern legitimate use and dissuade illegal use.

Additionally, the Act allows the government to regulate substance production, distribution, and
consumption. This regulatory control ensures that medical and scientific substances are safe
and effective and reduces their abuse potential. The government regulates the administration

of these medications to maximise therapeutic benefits and minimise addiction and misuse.

When a substance is designated for medical or scientific purpose, the NDPS Act specifies
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licensing and distribution criteria. This level of control allows healthcare providers to easily
access opioids for pain treatment or anaesthesia. It supports the idea that drug use can be
beneficial in healthcare but must be closely supervised to prevent diversion into illicit channels

and abuse.

Further evaluation of the regulatory framework shows its importance in public health
management. The NDPS Act prohibits drug misuse and ensures treatment-related medicine
access. The regulatory framework promotes a healthier society while tackling drug misuse by

balancing abuse prevention and medical treatment.

Cultivation and Harvesting Rules
The NDPS Act governs narcotic plant production and harvesting in addition to drug trafficking
and consumption. The act explicitly forbids cultivating coca, opium poppy, or cannabis without
permission. This provision reduces illicit drug production in India's surrounding countries,
particularly the Golden Crescent region of Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iran. Opium and heroin
can harm local communities like Punjab, thus these rules are crucial. These regulations require
strict control to prevent misuse and ensure ethical purchase of drugs for medical and research
use. However, unauthorised cultivation is punishable by heavy penalties, showing a

commitment to fighting narcotics usage.

Manufacturing and Distribution Limits
Manufacturing and distribution limits must be examined to understand NDPS Act drug laws.
The act forbids unchecked narcotics and psychiatric drug manufacturing, sale, and distribution.
He or she must recognise that these bans defend public health and fight global drug trafficking
networks that target Indian citizens. India suffers growing drug problems because to its
proximity to the Golden Crescent and Golden Triangle, and its judicial systems are proactive.
Distribution rules of the NDPS Act emphasise that authorised individuals or businesses must
work in a strictly controlled environment. They should know that drug sales, transportation,
and warehousing are regulated. To reduce trafficking and unlawful access to opioids, the goal
is to monitor their movement. To clarify, licensed controlled substance producers must follow
the NDPS Act's strict standards. Regulation violations can result in long-term prison sentences
and large fines. The cultivation, production, and distribution of pharmaceuticals for medical or

scientific reasons must be transparent and responsible within this legal framework to protect
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public health.

Special Treatment to Habitual Offenders
Identification and classification of persistent offenders are crucial across Indian drug offences.
Habitual offenders violate the NDPS Act, 1985 repeatedly. The law separates these people by
their drug trafficking or usage convictions. Law enforcement needs this classification to
identify criminal patterns and address the root causes of drug misuse and re-offending. The
severity and context of earlier crimes are also considered when assessing habitual offenders.
For instance, someone caught with a large number of illegal drugs is scrutinised more than
someone with a smaller amount. Police and judges can distinguish between infrequent

offenders and those with a drug-related propensity with this refined understanding.

In addition to identification, the legal system emphasises habitual offender rehabilitation and
correction. Authorities want to punish and reform repeat criminals by recognising them. This
strategy supports the growing awareness of addiction as a complicated health issue rather than

a criminal one, boosting rehabilitation and reducing NDPS Act recidivism.

Stronger Punishments for Repeat Offenders
Habitual drug offenders in India face harsher penalties. Repeat offenders incur harsher
penalties under the NDPS Act. Repeat offenders can receive terms 1.5 times longer than the
maximum penalty, according the legislation. The government views drug usage and trafficking

as destructive to society and individual health, hence this punishment increase.

Deterrence also helps implement these harsher punishments. Law enforcement and courts want
to send a clear message to society that repeated offences will not be tolerated to deter drug use
and trafficking. They believe a harsh punishment system may dissuade drug abuse, especially

for people who have been rehabilitated but continue to misbehave.

The insistence on heavier penalties for repeat offenders highlights India's criminal justice
system's methodical approach to drug-related crimes. The need for such provisions is greater
as drug consumption is rising, especially in Punjab, where trafficking comes from the Golden
Crescent. Offenders must be warned that recurrent offences will result in harsher legal

penalties, which may change their minds. The higher sentences make persistent criminals
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accountable and safeguard society from drug abuse. By doing so, the legal system commits to
treating the drug epidemic with legal rigour and rehabilitative justice.

Life Imprisonment and Death Penalty
For habitual criminals who commit serious narcotics offences, the NDPS Act imposes life
sentences and the death penalty. The Act states that if a person is convicted of a commercial
drug offence after a previous conviction, the penalties can be severe. This could include life

sentences or capital punishment for people who have harmed society and broken the law.

These harsh penalties reflect the social cost of drug trafficking and usage. The laws aim to
prevent drug traffickers, especially those with large enterprises that require harsh punishment.
Drug trafficking is a public health hazard and a crime, so the government takes strict measures
to safeguard communities. Such harsh punishments also demonstrate the Indian government's
dedication to fighting drugs, harmonising with public health measures. They believe that
punishing persistent offenders with life in jail or death deters others from committing similar

crimes, emphasising the seriousness of drug offences in the country.

Provisions for life imprisonment and the death penalty show that the legal system views drug-
related offences as important for offenders and society. This approach seeks to resolve the

complex relationship between drug misuse and crime and promote a drug-free environment.

Specific Crimes and Consequences
Now, understanding India's drug laws is crucial to understanding the seriousness of
unauthorised drug imports and exports. The 1985 Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act has tightened drug trafficking laws. Unauthorised import and export of narcotics
is illegal, with severe consequences. India's proximity to drug-producing countries like
Afghanistan and Myanmar makes narcotics trafficking a major issue. This shows the need for

robust drug enforcement to safeguard society from its catastrophic repercussions.

Illegal Drug Trade
Unauthorised import and export threaten India's social fabric as drug trafficking networks grow
across the Indo-Pak border and across the Golden Triangle. Section 23 of the NDPS Act

imposes severe penalties on unlawful drugs transporters. Such offences carry lengthy prison
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sentences and penalties. This prison period can last a decade or more depending on the amount
and type of narcotics involved, demonstrating the legal seriousness of these activities.

To deter drug traffickers, penalties for illegal importation and exports remain stiff. Commercial
drug traffickers risk ten- to 20-year prison sentences and fines of up to two lakh rupees. Such
sanctions show that the government takes drug trafficking seriously, endangering public health
and safety. These unlawful operations are sometimes linked to larger criminal enterprises that

profit from drug delivery.

Narcotic drug transshipment has serious effects for individuals and society. The NDPS Act
strongly opposes these offences, emphasising narcotics control. The legal framework ensures
that risky behaviours are punished, demonstrating the legal system's commitment to

safeguarding the community from drug usage.

Strategies against Drug Abuse
Due to widespread drug misuse, Indian law enforcement has implemented many tactics to
address the issue. Intelligent operations to discover and deconstruct drug trafficking networks
are one technique. These networks function locally and worldwide, requiring national and
international agency cooperation. Fighting trafficking from the Golden Crescent and Golden
Triangle requires joint operations and information exchange. By identifying key individuals in

these networks, law enforcement can interrupt the drug supply chain and reduce access.

Another important method is community engagement and education. Law enforcement
engages local communities and stakeholders to improve drug abuse awareness. Youth
programs in schools and community centres teach them about drug use's legal and health
consequences. These campaigns also urge people to report suspicious drug trafficking activity,

building a sense of collective responsibility to resist it.

Rehabilitation and harm reduction support enforcement. Law enforcement works with health
services to help addicts get treatment, recognising the need for a holistic approach. This dual
technique reduces drug misuse by treating its sources and minimising community effects.
Effective rehabilitation can reduce recidivism by focussing on recovery rather than

punishment.
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India's drug law enforcement must comprehend the interconnected challenges of drug
trafficking and abuse. Agency comprehensive strategies can combat drug misuse and improve
public health and safety by addressing enforcement and education.

Law Enforcement Challenges
Indian law enforcement faces many obstacles in fighting drug misuse. The size of international
drug trafficking networks often outpaces local authorities is a major obstacle. Drug trade is
cross-border, making enforcement difficult in the Golden Crescent and Golden Triangle, key
drug production areas. These organised drug trafficking networks use sophisticated strategies,

making it hard for authorities to keep up and stop operations.

Law enforcement agencies also confront resource limits. The expanding drug problem has
stretched agency resources, leaving drug law enforcement initiatives short on staff and cash.
Drug addiction overwhelms local police units in states like Punjab, resulting in inconsistent
enforcement. Operations, community participation, and long-term rehabilitation can be

hampered by limited funding.

Drug addiction stigma worsens everything. Many addicts fear legal ramifications, which deters
them from seeking help and collaborating with police. This reluctance can hinder drug abuse
education and awareness campaigns. Community-law enforcement cooperation depends on
changing the image of addiction as a health issue rather than a crime.While law enforcement
adapts to these problems, an integrated approach combining government, community
organisations, and health services is essential. Collaboration can promote drug abuse

prevention and social well-being.

Case Laws and Judicial Interpretation
The Indian judiciary has interpreted the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985
(NDPS Act) and shaped drug legislation despite its strict requirements. Landmark NDPS Act
cases have illuminated its application and enforcement, impacting court and legislative drug
policy. They also addressed public health-law enforcement balance concerns and practical
challenges. The courts have upheld stringent drug trafficking laws and stressed fair trials and
due process for the guilty in several rulings. Drug usage has become a major concern, especially

in Punjab due to a big Golden Crescent inflow, and the courts must balance deterrents with
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individual rights.

Drug Offence Judicial Trends
Drug misuse is being viewed more humanely and analytically by courts under the NDPS Act.
Court supports treating drug addiction as a public health issue rather than a crime. Addiction
and trafficking offenders are progressively treated differently by courts, resulting in a more
sophisticated adjudication procedure. This mindset shift is essential for court decisions that
encourage rehabilitation and accountability. They set precedents for future cases by balancing
society, the accused, and law enforcement.

Government Drug Abuse Treatment Initiatives
Drug misuse treatment policies in India indicate an increasing understanding of the need for
addiction rehabilitation. Since penal measures alone cannot solve drug usage, the government
has created programs that include counselling, medical treatment, and community support.
These policies follow global best practices for public health approaches to substance use
disorders. Treating addiction as a medical illness rather as a crime improves understanding,

reduces stigma, and increases treatment access.

Indian policy emphasises treatment-social welfare integration. They promote collaboration
between healthcare providers, social workers, and community leaders to address poverty,
education, and healthcare access as causes of substance misuse. For instance, remote
rehabilitation centres help those who may not otherwise have access to such services, indicating
an egalitarian approach to healthcare that recognises varied social demands. Such programs
can drastically reduce drug usage and related community repercussions.

The government also funds substance abuse awareness and education efforts. Educational
programs are essential for dispelling drug myths and supporting healthy lives. The government
empowers people with knowledge through workshops, outreach initiatives, and community
activities to participate in prevention and recovery. These projects strive to create a sustainable
model that encourages people to seek care without shame, building a more supportive recovery

environment.
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Legal Framework for Rehabilitation
A strong legislative framework for rehabilitation is essential to combating drug usage in India.
The NDPS Act prioritises drug trafficking and consumption but recognises treatment's
relevance. Addiction patients receive medical and psychological care under the law, addressing
both criminal behaviour and health issues. This approach recognises addiction as a public

health concern and prioritises rehabilitation over punishment where appropriate.

Outpatient, residential, and community-based recovery programs are also encouraged by the
law. Due to the uniqueness of drug dependency experiences, the law allows for personalised
treatment options that address both physical and emotional components of addiction. Relapse

rates are reduced and recovery is improved with this method.

Lawful treatment processes include monitoring and evaluating rehabilitation programs. This
framework holds service providers accountable, ensuring that persons seeking help receive
high-quality, personalised treatment. For long-term recovery, the legal framework supports

aftercare services, helping people sustain their progress and reintegrate into society.

Rehabilitation Program Implementation Challenges
Drug misuse rehabilitation programs confront many obstacles that may reduce their efficacy.
Due to the stigma of substance misuse, many people delay seeking help for fear of judgement.
This stigma keeps addicts from getting treatment, continuing the cycle. Limited awareness of
accessible resources might worsen the problem, as many people are ignorant of their options

or treatment programs.

Rehabilitation programs' constant funding and resources are another issue. Although
government initiatives have expanded treatment alternatives, many centres lack proper
facilities and staff, restricting their capacity to deliver quality care. Lack of resources may
reduce program effectiveness, resulting in high dropout rates and insufficient recovery support.
Authorities must prioritise sustainable rehabilitation money and resources for long-term

Success.

Despite these limitations, government, healthcare, and community communication and

collaboration can improve rehabilitation programs. Awareness and education about substance

Page | 16


http://www.ijlra.com/

www.ijlra.com
Volume Il Issue7| May 2025 ISSN: 2582-6433

abuse help people comprehend recovery and support. Drug addiction therapy will also improve
with ongoing stigma reduction and program accessibility.

Organisations must plan and allocate resources to meet the needs of recovering persons to
overcome these obstacles. Initiatives must respond to feedback from addicts and experts. This
continual debate can improve tactics that enhance access to recovery programs and improve

results for substance abusers.

Combating Drug Trafficking Internationally
International cooperation is essential to countering drug trafficking because the drug trade
crosses boundaries. Global cooperation on this ubiquitous issue has led to bilateral and
international accords. These agreements help drug-trafficking-affected nations share
information, operate together, and allocate resources. India, which faces large drug inflows
from neighbouring countries, has collaborated with nations in the Golden Crescent and Golden

Triangle to improve operational protocols to stop the drug flow.

For this reason, bilateral agreements often focus on intelligence sharing, law enforcement
training, and drug-related legal help. India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan have collaborated to
improve monitoring and stop trafficking. Furthermore, multilateral institutions like SAARC
promote conversation and coordinated action against drug issues. Multilateral efforts are

essential for regional stability and drug law enforcement progress.

Drug trafficking is complex and varies by region, therefore regional alliances and partnerships
have been crucial. As governments improve their anti-drug efforts, they realise they need more
than treaties. He noted that collaborative task teams can achieve more sustained results by
sharing best practices and resources and fighting the drug problem together.

Role of International Organisation
Countries struggling with drug trafficking and abuse receive resources and support from
international organisations. They facilitate collaboration, sponsor drug prevention programs,
and train law enforcement globally. The UNODC has comprehensive plans and frameworks
that member governments can use to combat drug trafficking and related challenges. The

UNODC's Global Programme for the Implementation of the 1988 UN Drug Convention
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supports international cooperation, harm reduction, and evidence-based policies.

International frameworks help governments create and enforce laws like India's 1985 Narcotics
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act. These organisations' established principles and best
practices can help develop a legal environment that addresses the drug problem more
efficiently, lowering drug consumption in Punjab. To combat drug trafficking, these
organisations teach national law enforcement authorities in the newest knowledge and
procedures. By encouraging an integrated strategy, they encourage nations to strive towards

common goals.

Capacity building and technical support help countries, especially those with massive drug
trafficking problems, modify their laws and enforcement tactics. Nations can improve drug
control and deter trafficking by aligning with international tactics. International organisations

establish collaborative collaborations to combat global drug misuse and trafficking.

Global Drug Policy Coordination Issues
Despite international collaboration, global drug policy coordination has hurdles. Countries
often tackle drug trafficking differently due to differences in laws, cultural perceptions of drug
usage, and commitment to fighting it. Some nations have progressive drug policies that
prioritise harm reduction, while others have harsh penalties without addressing societal issues.
These different methods can create enforcement gaps and impede international drug control

efforts, he said.

Complex drug trades often produce new synthetic medicines, complicating global responses.
As trafficking networks adapt to enforcement, they introduce new chemicals that may not be
covered by local laws. This calls for worldwide legal frameworks to manage these substances
and robust communication channels for authorities to respond quickly to shifting illegal drug
landscapes. She noted that nations must commit strongly and implement innovative operational

tactics to stay up with drug trafficking.

Nations face challenges like limited funds for initiatives and training programs as they work to
collaborate better. Corruption in law enforcement complicates international cooperation. Thus,
effective coordination requires a holistic approach that addresses legal frameworks, finance
capabilities, and most importantly, transparency and responsibility among all participants.
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These challenges must be overcome by international collaboration and accountability to reduce
drug trafficking and abuse.

Understand Indian Drug Abuse and Criminal Law Consequences and

Enforcement
Now, people must understand the gravity of drug abuse and its many legal ramifications in
India. Drug usage in India evolved from traditional medical uses to widespread abuse and
trafficking, mostly influenced by neighbouring countries. India's main law to fight these issues
is the NDPS Act of 1985, which categorises substances, sets punishments based on severity,
and strives to end drug trafficking and misuse. He must grasp the importance of this law in
addressing the evolving drug epidemic that has affected several regions, especially Punjab,
stressing the need for strict enforcement and regulation.

The NDPS Act outlines individual obligations and penalties for non-compliance, clarifying
drug-related legal implications. These laws prohibit drug misuse and strengthen society's
commitment to reducing it, encouraging awareness campaigns, and educating people about its
risks. Since the law increases punishments, including the death penalty for repeat fatal drug

offences, they must watch out for persistent criminals.

Furthermore, they must recognise that drug law enforcement in India is essential to public
safety and health. The government controls drug use for medical and scientific purposes and
prevents abuse. Further efforts must be made to increase law enforcement, give proper legal
aid, and establish addiction rehabilitation programs. He should also stress the importance of
working with government, NGOs, and the community to combat drug misuse. By knowing the
legal repercussions of drug addiction, people can help create a healthier society and a future

without substance abuse.
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