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Abstract: 

The relationship between crime and drugs is a complex and multifaceted issue that has been 

extensively studied in various fields. This abstract provides an overview of the connection 

between crime and drugs, highlighting the key findings and implications for policy and 

practice. 

 

The connection between crime and drugs is characterized by a strong correlation between 

substance abuse and criminal behavior. Research has shown that individuals who use drugs are 

more likely to engage in criminal activities, including violent crimes, property crimes, and 

drug-related offenses. The type of substance used, individual characteristics, and social context 

all play a role in shaping this relationship. 

 

The psycho pharmacological, economic, and systemic models provide a framework for 

understanding the connection between crime and drugs. These models suggest that drug use 

can lead to violent behavior, individuals may commit crimes to support their drug habits, and 

the drug trade itself can lead to violent crime. 

 

The implications of this connection are significant, highlighting the need for comprehensive 

strategies to address both crime and substance abuse. Effective interventions may include drug 

treatment programs, law enforcement initiatives, and community-based prevention efforts. 

Further research is needed to better understand the nuances of this relationship and to inform 

evidence-based policies and practices. 

 

By exploring the connection between crime and drugs, this abstract aims to  contribute to a 

deeper understanding of this complex issue and to inform efforts to reduce crime and substance 

abuse in society. The focus of this article is criminal drug users and their changing behavior. 

Two important considerations are addressed within this topic. First, an overview of drug use is 

given, including a brief historical perspective on its treatment as well as its implications on 
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crime. The article also discusses why substance abuse treatment in the criminal population is 

necessary and on what scale. Specifically, the etiology of the relationship between crime, 

violence and substance abuse is explored. It then delves into what has worked and what hasn't. 

Finally, recommendations are made regarding where the research indicates we 

should go from here. 

 

Keywords : 

Alcoholism, behaviour, crime substance, abuse, treatment. 

 

Introduction: 

The relationship between crime and drugs is a complex and multifaceted issue that has been 

extensively studied in various fields, including criminology, psychology, sociology, and public 

health. The connection between substance abuse and criminal behavior is well-documented, 

with research consistently showing a strong correlation between the two. This introduction 

provides an overview of the connection between crime and drugs, highlighting the key issues 

and implications for policy and practice. 

There is a close relationship between drug abuse and crime. Drug abusers commit crimes to 

pay for their drugs and this inflicts damages to the society. Moreover, many criminals are under 

the influence of drugs while committing crimes. Drug trafficking is another outcome of drug 

abuse. 

 

Substance abuse and crime are interwined in various ways, with many individuals committing 

crimes under the influence of drugs or to support their drug habits. The type of substance used, 

individual characteristics, and social context all play a role in shaping this relationship. For 

example, stimulants like cocaine and methamphetamine are strongly associated with violent 

behavior, while heroin and cannabis are less likely to induce violent behavior. 

 

Understanding the connection between crime and drugs is crucial for developing effective 

strategies to reduce crime and substance abuse. By exploring the nuances of this relationship, 

policymakers and practitioners can develop targeted interventions to address the root causes of 

crime and substance abuse, ultimately reducing the burden on individuals, communities, and 

society as a whole. 

This discussion will examine the connection between crime and drugs, including the theoretical 

frameworks, research findings, and implications for policy and practice. By shedding light on 
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this complex issue, we can work towards developing more effective solutions to address the 

intertwined problems of crime and substance abuse. Drug addiction, also called substance use 

disorder, is a disease that affects a person's brain and behavior and leads to an inability to 

control the use of a legal or illegal drug or medicine. Substances such as alcohol, marijuana 

and nicotine also are considered drugs. 

 

Types of Crimes Associated with Drug Use - 

Use-related, economic-related, and system-related. Use-related crimes involve individuals 

committing offenses while under the influence of drugs, such as crimes resulting from altered 

thought processes or behaviors due to drug use. Economic-related crimes, on the other hand, 

are committed to fund a drug habit, including offenses like theft and prostitution. Finally, 

system-related crimes are connected to the drug system itself, encompassing activities like drug 

production, transportation, and sale, as well as violence associated with these activities. 

 

1. Use-Related Crimes: 

These crimes are a direct result of the drug's effect on an individual's behavior or decision-

making. For example, an individual under the influence of alcohol or drugs might commit a 

violent crime or reckless driving. 

2. Economic-Related Crimes: 

Individuals with drug addictions may resort to crimes to acquire the money needed to purchase 

their drugs. This can include petty theft, robbery, or prostitution. 

3. System-Related Crimes: 

These crimes are linked to the illegal drug trade itself. They can include manufacturing and 

distributing illegal drugs, as well as the violence and territorial disputes that often arise within 

the drug trade.  

4. Violent Crimes: 

Studies have shown that stimulants like cocaine and methamphetamine are strongly associated 

with violent behavior, while heroin and cannabis are less likely to induce violent behavior. 

However, cannabis use is linked to weaker drug-related criminality, such as theft. 

5. Property Crimes: Property crimes like shoplifting, theft, and robbery are common among 

individuals struggling with substance abuse, particularly those using crack, heroin, and cocaine. 

6. Drug-Related Offenses: Drug-related offenses, including manufacturing or dealing drugs, 

are also prevalent among individuals with substance use disorders. 
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CASE: Chandru Chandrasekaran vs. The State (2010) [Madras High Court] 

In this case the two accused and the victim were drug addicts. The accused injected the victim 

with illicit drugs due to which the victim died. Looking at the facts and circumstances of the 

case the court came to a conclusion that the two accused had criminally conspired to cause 

death of the victim and hence upheld the judgment of the trial court convicting them under 

sections 302 and 120B of IPC. 

 

A promising approach to the problem of drug dependency and crime would be to concentrate 

on the use of a combination of methods for the treatment of addiction. Court-directed treatment 

has been shown to be effective, especially with drug monitoring and close surveillance in a 

clinical setting. In terms of priority, perhaps the most pressing objective from the standpoint of 

the welfare of society would be the selective control over the aberrant behaviour of the most 

violent and the heavily involved, criminally active drug abusers-unfortunately, the tatter are 

often especially skilled at avoiding detection. 

 

Thus, it is important that when members of either of these subgroups are identified, legal 

authorities pay particular attention to their disposition and follow-up. While they are under 

treatment, legal pressure should be continued and their drug-taking and patterns of antisocial 

behaviour closely monitored and contained, when necessary. 

 

Clearly, there are different types of addicts and different pathways to addiction and crime. 

Effective strategies for dealing with the problem of drugs and crime may well depend on 

recognition of this diversity and in tailoring countermeasures, both judicial and therapeutic, to 

individual requirements. 

 

Conclusion: 

The connection in joining of crime and drugs is multiplex and effected by various factors, 

including the type of substance used, individual characteristics, and social context. This 

relationship is crucial for developing effective strategies to less crime and substance abuse. A 

vast number of violent and non-violent crimes committed each year are either directly or 

indirectly linked to alcohol or other drugs. Effective addiction treatment, including group and 

individual counseling and medication, is believed to offer protection against many of the 

secondary problems related to adding crime. Support for individuals to re-enter society, access 

resources, treatment, housing, and vocational support after drug-related incarcerations is also 
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essential to solve the root causes of drug-related crime. Further research is needed to explore 

the nuances of this relationship and to inform evidence-based policies and interventions. 
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